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And the probable Cauſes and Conſcquences of that Claim. 
IG IN WHICH _ BEDS - 
© © -- The Views of his Imperial Majeſty, and of the Empreſs of 1 
R uſſia are clearly pointed out, and the Characters of thoſfſe 0 
r great Potentates are exhibited in a new, and intereſting Light. f 
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BY THE 
ENGLISH EDITOR. 


E W political tracts have done ſo much 
. honour to their, authors as the follow- 
ing, which has been equally admired and 
approved in France, Hollaud, and England. 
Every page glows with the generous ſpirit 
of religious and civil liberty, and demon- 
ſtrates that the Count is the friend of hu- 
manity, and a warm advocate for public 
virtue in the conduct of Princes. EY 


His advice is calculated to promote uni- 
verſal concord and harmony amongſt the 
nations of Europe, by checking and ſetting 
bounds to the turbulent ambition of any 

a 2 of 


CORP - \ 
ot its ſovereigns, the moment it is expoſed | 
to public view, and thereby preventing 
thoſe ſcenes of devaſtation and cruelty, 
which are the conſequences of unjuſt wars. 
Upon this plan, he recommends to the Dutch 

firm reſiſtance, againſt the ill founded claims 

of the Emperor, as the ſireſt means of ſe- 
curing the preſent and . peace of 
8 : 
Wen a xra8, thirefore; highly ted 
an Engliſh tranſlation, that thoſe who are un- 
acquainted with the French language, and 
yet are deeply intereſted in the important 
ſubjects therein diſcuſſed with preciſion and 
candovr, might participate in the informa- 

tion communicated by the French writer, 
reſpecting the preſent political ſtate of 
Europe, and the views of certain great 
northern powers. Another advantage will 

ariſe from its appearance: it is uſual for 
ſtateſmen in every country, to exhibit very 
flattering portraits of the pririces with whom 
their reſpective courts, are either in actual 
alliance, or N a g . Be- 
i fore 


, Ew) 
fore the late war, the Empreſs of Ruſſia | 

was the reigning idol of the Britiſh court, 

and the nation caught the delirium; but 
the leading and active part ſhe took in the 
famous armed neutrality, opened the eyes of 
the public, though the court {till continued 
to ſet perhaps too great" a' value on the 


ttiendſiiip of the renowned Catharine.” As 
t the Emperor of Germany, he has been 


ſo highly _ extolled from all quarters of 
Europe, that it ſeems to be rather a-raſh 
attempt, to endeavour to reduce him a little 
nearer to a level with the reſt of mankind, 
after popular opinion has placed him upon 
the- pinnacle of human glory, and pointed 
him out as, the model of princes. Yet, ſuch 
is the maſterly pencil of Count Mirabeau, 
that men of ſcience on cool reflection, after 
reading his accurate ſketch of the political 
ſtate of Europe, and examining attentive- 
ly, his delineation 6f the two celebrated 
characters juſt mentioned, will probably 
determine, that he has drawn a more 
ſtriking reſemblance of them chan any for- 
| mer Write. | 
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ir : 
No further 1 need be given 
of theoriginal ; the Engliſh editor will there- 
fore, only have to add an Obſervation. or two. 
re ſpecting ſome liberties he has taken with 
the French copy. He found it rather over- 
loaded. with notes, and in ſome of them 
errors had crept in, reſpecting the admini- 
ſtration of public affairs in England, and 
the conſtitution of our marine force, which 
can only be attributed to want of informa- 
tion. An appendix was likewiſe annexed, 
intended to corroborate a variety of circum- 
ſtances mentioned in the courſe of the tract, 
reſpecting the Czar Peter I. the Ruſſian 
nation, the character of the modern Greeks, 
the conferen ces of Gertruydenberg, &c. but 
better adapted to foreign readers than to the 
Engliſh, as it conſiſts, chiefly of long ex- 
tracts from Bruce's Memoirs, Sir James 
Porter s Hiſtory of the Turks, and other 
well known Engliſh authors, it was thought 
unneceſſary to increaſe the ſize of the Enge 
liſh copy, with ſuch extraneous matter. 


Taz ſubſtance of the author's preface is 
incorporated in this 88 and it has 
only 


„„ 
only been curtailed where it was found to 
have no connection with the main ſubjecd. 
The concluſion which records the generous 
ſentiments of a French prelate, and their. 
agreement with his own, we here give in 
the count's own words. | - 


_ * Baavs Engliſhmen! remain free, and 
6 be generous becauſe you are free; love 
« and eſteem the nations who are free, be- 
<« cauſe liberty, above all things, is worthy 
* of eſteem and love: pity thoſe on whom 
* the ſun of liberty has not yet ſhone, be- 
„ cauſe, in fact, they are very much to be 
« pitted. A Fitz-Jamgg (a name known to 
you, and which your intollerance made 
„ Kknovyn in France) a Fitz- James .in the epiſ- 
copal pulpit of Soiſſons ſaid—/ove all men 
<< 2wthout diſtinction of nations; for the Turks 
are your brethren x. O what an affecting 


9 


Lr the Biſhop of St. David's bluſh in ſecret, upon 
- comparing this exprellion, with part of his ſermon before the 

Houle of Lords in Weſtminſter Abbey, on the zoth of July 
1784, the day of thankſgiving for the peace; and may the 
Count excuſe the Engliſh editor for ſuppreſſing (in compaſ- 
Lon to his countryman) his very ſevere nate upon his lordſhip, 
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« expreſſion! and in the mouth of a prieſt ! 
„ how charming! how great! it contains 
the ſum of morality, of policy, and of 
“ all the virtues. Carried into practice, it 
4. would.. baniſh almoſt all the evils thas 
66 - afflict the human race.” 


'Fo LOVE: ALL MEN WITHOUT DISTINCTION 
| 4 OF NATIONS, mw" | 
Fi. This. is, aw ever vil * my motto. 
6 « Noble dank en, eb to excuſe 
4 me for * it. een 
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8 FR REEDOM = NavicaTIxG the SCHELD; 


Campo BY THE EMPEROR; 


Aid reſpefting the Ci uſes, and hls Conſequences 
| / that Claim. 


eee ok beck ö 
L „ r bs 
GENERAL. REFLECTIONS. 


HE Emperor is dpterciiived to reſtore to his 

Flemiſh ſubjects, the free navigation of the 

river Scheld, which traverſes his domains in Bra- 

bant. And the United States clearly perceive 

that ot only their proſperity or ruin, but even their 

exiſtence as an independent nation, is involved in 

this important conteſt; therefore, they ſeem re- 
ſolved to refiſt the attempts of the Emperor. 

| - | T xts 

& | | 


b be  Danbs concerning the 


"I'mrs reſolution would not appear extraordinary , 
even if nothing more than their commerce were. 
at ſtake. The Dutch poſſeſs wealth» to purchaſe 
troops, and how many Princes of Europe are 
ready to fell them! Befides, will it not be time 
enough for theſe republicans to yield, when they 
'find their reſiſtance is ineffectualꝰ— Should they 
reaſon in this manner, it will be only a rough cal- 

culation, uſual among tradeſmen, and what mo- 
dern nation is there, that does not wiſh to become 
| commercials ; 55 | ES 


Bur if the gettruction of the Dutch be the 
object i in view, or if, in their opinion, they. ſhall 
no longer exiſt as a ſtate, but at the mercy of their 
formidable neighbour, who claims the freedom of 
the Scheld, their reſiſtance becomes more inte- 
reſting; it may be properly ſtiled valour. Will 
France aſſiſt them? They flatter themſelves ſhe 
will; it is the general opinion, it is probable. 
But is it juſt, proper, and neceſſary? Theſe are 
the points which I propoſe to diſcuſs in the fol- 
| NES Letters. 


„Ar is ſaid in Franee, doubtleſs, upon fight 
grounds, that the Emperor is a prince of no de- 
cided character ; that he is ambitious. to make 


| himſelf talked of, ”"—_ forth extravagant claims, 
feigning 


Ferm f the SHH. 


feigning to diſplay great reſources, whilſt he is as 
eaſily to be intimidated as a ſchool-boy who has 
juſt eſcaped from the ferula, At leaſt ſuch was 
the news from Paris prior to the affair of Lillo. 
And even fince his Imperial Majeſty has been ſe- 
riouſly employed in realizing his threats, it has 
been poſitively afferted, that he will recede from 
his pretenfions ; that it is all ſmoke without fire; 
and that the cabinet of Verſailles will ſtation 
20,000 armed ſpectators, to obſerve the motions 
of a Prince whoſe forces erer N effective 


men. 


Tux inhabitants of Paris, and even of London, 
converſe upon this ſubject, as they would upon a 
comet. Many politicians, who decide the fate of 
empires in their clubs, aſſure us, with aſtoniſh- 
ing confidence, that things cannot be better con- 
ducted otherwiſe. Other ſpeculators maintain with 
no leſs confidence, that the rapaciouſneſs of the 
Dutch is the ſole cauſe of this war, and that it is 
neceſſary to humble and ſqueeze theſe CO 
who are crammed with ducats. 


Lorie tbe tice quite unneceſſary to reflect before 
we decide, perhaps ſome attention will be due to 
the doubts, which we ſhall propoſe to the friends 
A 7 T9 "WE 
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41 Doubts concerning. the 


of humanity and juſtice, with a diffidence of our 
opinions, equal to our love of truth. | 


As8vREDLY, it cannot but touch our feelings, 
to reflect, that we are on the point of ſeeing all 
Europe in flames, becauſe the merchants of Ant- 
werp are prevented from expecting their own 


mips, laden in their own port, and from receiv- 


ing them there, when they arrive from other 
parts of the world. Thouſands of men are going 


to be ruined, butchered, and thrown into a ſtate 
dl deſolation, at the diſtance of ſome hundreds of 
leagues from Holland, without the leaſt proſpect 


that this conteſt can be in any event advantageous 


to themſelves. The Putch, whoſe riches and 


vices, contracted by a thirſt for, and abundance of 
gold, have diminiſhed the eſteem they had me- 


rited by their wiſdom and induſtry, are about to 
obtain from foreign Princes, what millions of 
men oppreſſed by their government could not ob- 


tain to ſoften the rigour of their fate. And who 


will be their principal agent? The French mi- 


niſtry, the ſame, who, to qualify the ſupport they 


gave to the American inſurgents, boaſted in all 


quarters of the globe, that they had fought for 
the liberty of the ſeas. The King of Pruſha will 
take an active part. The object of his brother's 


journey to Paris has been, it is ſaid, to make the 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary arrangements for the conduct of the 


war, in which he will have a principal command. 


He has been highly applauded at the public ſpec- 


racles, and courted and carefled in all companies, 


becauſe it will probably be under his-orders, that 
the throats will be cut, of a great part of thoſe he- 
roes of fix-pence a day, who know nothing about 


the Scheld, nor commerce, nor the value of Hol- 


land; and who, together with their fathers, mo- 
thers, wives, brothers and ſiſters, would be very 


much puzzled (notwithſtanding they eſſentially 
form that body politic whoſe intereſts we pretend 


to balance) to tell, in what reſpe& it would be 
uyfortunate for them, if the Emperor ſhould be- 
come more powerful than their maſter; for what 


have they to loſe, except their miſery ? — Here 
again we cannot avoid ſighing at theſe melancholy 
refle&ions, which awaken ſo many others, but- 
which, being common to modern wars, ought 
not to have any particular influence on the queſ- 


tion before us. We are not yet arrived at thoſe 


days, when philoſophic ideas and meaſures may 
govern kingdoms. Our communities, mortified 
by a crafty and greedy policy, cannot readily . 


abandon their eſtabliſhed maxims. We are go- 


verned by events, and under certain circumſtances, 


we ought to be + nevi by them, 
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Ix fact, the object and the duty of all govern- 
ments is duration. Doubtleſs their true intereſts, 
at leaſt what they conceive to be ſuch, feldom 


agree with thoſe of the people they govern. But 


this is not the caſe, when the object is to prevent 
invaſions, and revolutions meditated by turbu- 
lent neighbours, who are agitated either by their 
own fiery tempers, or by the intrigues that are 


framed by ambitious ſubalterns who ſurround 


them. Such princes ſeek to aggrandize themſelves: 


they would trample upon the necks of men, and 


not render them happy. If they aimed at pro- 
moting their welfare, if their ambition tended 


only to meliorate the lot of mortals; their own 
dominions would furniſh them a theatre ſuffici- 


ently ample, without coveting thoſe of others. 
It is then but ſeldom the intereſt of the people to 


| change maſters, -at leaſt to receive new ones from 
the hands of victory. If there are any uſeful re- 
yolutions, they are ſuch as proceed from internal 
convulſions of ſtates, which form men, which 


place them in their proper ſtations, which fur- 


niſh great examples, which inſtruct nations, and 


even their chiefs, which ſeldom, but ſometimes, 
cruſh deſpotiſm, or at leaſt render it circum- 
ſpect. Theſe are uſeful revolutions, and not con- 
queſts and partition treaties, which deliver over 


entire colonies of People, like vile herds to mer- 


cileſs 
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_ cileſs butchers. A commotion among a free 
people, whoſe rights are in danger, cheers the 
heart of an honeſt man, more than all that fee- 
ble ſubordination, or thoſe deplorable victories 
which are ſo much boaſted of in other countries. 


Taz confederacies of abſolute ſovereigns, in- 


veſted with great military power, are then to be 


dreaded, not only by princes; (they intereſt an honeſt 
man ſolely, as the fatal cauſes of the evils which 
afflict human nature, or as the inſtruments of 
good, which may indemnify nations for the. long 
ravages of deſpotiſm) great confederacies, I fay, 
are to be dreaded, not only by princes, but by 
the people, who are counted as nothing in theſe 
. frightful broils, in theſe horrid conteſts; and arg 
brought to ſuch an abje& ſtate, that after being 
reduced to the mere inſtinct of the brute creation, 
they very ſoon neither hold in eſtimation nor in 


practice any other talent but domeſtic flavery, It 


is then very far from true, that confederacies are 
of no conſequence but to ſovereigns. D 

IF that of the North threaten the continent, as 

I hope to demonſtrate, we muſt watch its progreſs; 

and moſt affuredly,- fate ſeems to offer a favour- 

able moment to the French to reſtrict and keep it 

within duc bounds for ever, by giving a eonſtitu- 


A 4 tion 
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tion to the Germanic corps, which, if they do not 7 

make great haſte, will ſoon be diſſolved ; it fore- = - 
| ſees, it knows the danger that threatens it, and it 2 

holds out its arms to France ; ; why will the iche 

its s ſolicirations ? 25 


Wr, becauſe England watches her narrowly, 
and wiſhes to take reyenge. Until the laſt war it 
was held for certain in France, that they ſhould. 

have cruſhed England, if they had ppt had ene- 
mies to encounter on the continent. Experience 
bas ſhewn that they deceiyed themſelves. In ſpite 
of the enormous errors of the Engliſh, they have 
not cruſhed them, though they have done them 
great injury; yet the Emperar left France to pur- 
ſue her free career. At preſent, notwithſtanding: 
the exhauſted ſtate of theſe fierce rivals, France 
would expoſe herſelf by a war, to great diſaſters 
from that quarter, after having ineffectually ex- 
erted the moſt ruinous efforts againſt the Em- 


peror. a 


Vary terrors! England cannot do any thing, ſhe 
will not do any thing; already ſhe is no longer the 
firſt power in Europe. When ſhe has loſt her poſſeſ- 
fions in India, an event which can ſcarcely be re- 
tarded beyond two Ara; ſhe will be a power of 


5 ore order, at leaſt for many years; (alas ! 
| | what 
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what would it ſignify, if ſhe did but know her 
own happineſs? power abroad, or liberty at home, 
ſhe muſt chooſe the one or the other, for they are 
incompatible.) Then, and not till then, after 
many convulſions, England bathed in her own 
blood, but cured of her delirium, will be happy, 
and convinced that external influence does not-in 
the leaſt contribute ta the happineſs of a nation. 
With reſpect to the preſent moment, I ſcarcely 
think that ſhe will interfere in theſe diſputes, ſhe 
will rather chooſe to wait for a more favourable 
criſis: but, of one thing I am certain, that ſhe is 
ruined if the attempt to take revenge too ſoon. 
Happily ſhe has not the means! 


Bur Why ſhould France break off her n 
which has laſted twenty-eight years, with the Em- 
peror, of whom, to the preſent moment, ſhe hag 
had no reaſon to complain? Why ſhould not the 
proſperity of Auſtrian Flanders, be as conveni: 
ent to France, as that of Holland, Is not the 
proſperity of our neareſt neighbour, of more ad- 
vantage to us, by the overflow which always 
takes place, than that of the moſt diſtant ? And 
will not the Auſtrian Netherlands, by enriching 


themſelves, always be for France, who can invade” © 


them every inſtant, a more important guarantee 
againſt any attempts of the Emperor upon 
France 
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France itſelf. Is not this exactly fimilat to a ſe- 
curity, which is the better, the greater it is in va- 


lue? Can any one ſeriouſly oppoſe to ſuch impor- 


tant conſiderations, political treaties an hundred 


times violated, and ſuch is the treaty of Munſter. (1) 


It is, at leaſt with reſpect to the Scheld, one of thoſe, 
the unreaſonableneſs of which ought to have paved 


the way to its abolition. The Dutch, when they 


exclaim againſt ingratitude, and breach of faith, 
forget that they themſelves have evaded the moſt 
facred engagements, entered into upon occafions of 


alliances that were uſeful to them. -They conceal 
from each other, that in political tranſactions there 
is no ſuch thing as a benefactor; that a power 


which has paid itſelf for its ſuccours by extraor- 
dinary conceffions, was only a cunning enemy ; 
that it is an unexampled happineſs for them, to 
have been able to enjoy for ſuch a length of time, 
ſuch a privilege, odious in every point of view, 
and intolerable to the Sovereign from whoſe pre. 
deceſſor it was gained; and they allow that an un- 


precedented happineſs cannot be eternal. Why 


then protect, cheriſh, and partake of the error of 
the Dutch. What can France gain by this war? 


what has ſhe to fear from remaining neutral ? what 


* atan th 
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(1) A. P. 1648. Article XIV. 
1 have 
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have theſe cruelly trifling politicians to offer her, in 


exchange for her declaring herſelf the enemy of the 
Emperor; they, who reſemble thoſe Lords of for- 
mer times, who pillaged, ſacked, and deſolated 
their neighbours poſſeſſions, becauſe they had eaten 


 thiſtles in their fields? In fine, even according to 


the ordinary, and Machiavelian policy, would it 
not. be wiſe, to be a quiet ſpectator, whilſt theſe 
heroes of Epic poems are emptying their coffers ;' 
Do you think, Sir, that I have weakened the Em- 
peror's cauſe ? 


I vo not pretend to inquire at preſent, whether 
the defenſive treaty of friendſhip and alliance, be- 
tween France and the late Empreſs of Germany, 
has really been, or can actually ever be adyanta- 


geous to France, with reſpect to her ſafety at home 


or abroad, her aggrandiſement, her political in- 
fluence, or her commerce. Theſe very delicate 


and complicated queſtions do not enter into my 


plan; ; and it always was my private opinion, that 
France ought to be in friendſhip with the whole 
world. But neither benevolence, nor even friend- 


ſhip, are intitled to a blind complaiſance, much leſs 


to a ſacrifice of 1 eb 


Way does the Emperor inſiſt on the navigation 
of the Scheld ? Becauſe he expects from it, the 


e perity 
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proſperity of his fineſt provinces. But is it then 
io very clear, that the happineſs, and'riches of the 
Auftrian Netherlands, depend upon the freedom 
of the Scheld? or rather, may it not be abſolutely 
denied, ſo long as theſe provinces, which may be 
eonfidered as ſome of the fineſt in Europe, have 
tracts over-run with underwood to clear, poor 
lands to enrich (2), marſhes to drain, and canals to 
open, for the pyrpoſe of internal communication (3) 
or ſo long as they do not contain a third part of 
the inhabitants, who might find ſubſiſtence in 
them, without the aid of foreign commerce? beſides, 
will the proſperity of the low countries recom - 
pence France for the loſs of the United Provinces, 
which the Dutch conſider as inevitable, the moment 
the navigation of the Scheld is opened to ſtrangers ? 


wt” { * F 25 - - oy 
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000 2 5 at the Provinces of Laxenburgh, 3 
e Campine, Walloon, Brabant, &c. &c. | 


(3) Sven as a canal from Bruſſels to the Sombre, for all the 
produce of the Walloon provinces : a canal from Mons to Ath, 
long ſince planned by the ſtates of Hainault : a canal of com- 
munication between the Haine and the Sombre, &c. &c. By 
means of ſuch canals the whole tour of the low countries may 
be made by water, and the navigation of the Scheld has nq 
connection with all theſe undertakings. A canal from Bruges 
to the ſea, which ſubject will very ſoon be agitated, would 
terminate the diſpute which threatens Europe with a gene- 
ral war. | ; 
if 
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3 dis aſſertion be well founded, the treaty of 
Munſter ſeems to me to be juſtified, and, far from 


thinking it unreaſonable, I confider it as one of the 


moſt important laws in the political code of Eu- 


rope. But before we diſcuſs this queſtion, which 


we have only ſlightly touched, let us preſume to 


aſk thoſe who adviſe France to abandon Holland, if 
they have well weighed the horrid ſtain, of perfidy, 


that will be fixed upon the cabinet of Vexſailles, 
which (whether right or wrong in its connections 


with Holland) in fact, plunged that country into 
an abyſs, by determining it to break with Eng- 
land. Have they well weighed the effect which 
the reputation of good faith ought to produce in 
the political balance of Europe ; particularly when 


that reputation, whether merited or not, is the 


only palliative for the moſt enormous faults, and 
has already been conſiderably diminiſhed by the 


conduct of the Court of Verſailles, at the com- 


mencement of the laſt war. Have they thorough- 
ly reſlected upon that coalition of the Cæſar of Vi- 


enna and the Zenobia of Peterſburgh, to uſe the ex- 


_ preſſion of Mr. Linguet (4) of that coalition fo au- 
thoritative, or to ſpeak plainly, ſo jnſolent, that 
| | one 


1 FS. 1 3 *. 
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£4) Ir is generally known, that Zenodbia was Fas of Palmyra; 
She was,” as M. Euvoi de Hauteville, who wrote her hiſtory, 
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T4 Danis concerning the 


one cannot be of a different opinion from Jo- 
ſeph II. without receiving billets for quartering 


one hundred thouſand Ruſſians? Have they well 
conſidered that the houſe of Brandenburgh, the 


only counterpoiſe againſt this terrible maſs of bay- 
onets, is in a truly critical fituation ! that the ſuc- 
| ceffor to the King, is but a Prince; or that he-will 


0 it. 
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tells us from Pollio, entirely exempt from the ſhameful weakneſſes. 
which tarniſh the memory of Cleopatra: Study and the chace 
4c had by turns been the delight of her youth, an education con- 


1 formable to her genius. The Princeſs of Palmyra is undoubt- 
edly indebted to him, for this boaſted purity of manners. Let 


us now fee what Boſſuet ſays of her, in ſpeaking of Odenatus 


King of Palmyra © His wife Zenobia marched with him at the 


© head of thoſe armies, of which ſhe had the ſole command af- 


44 ter his death; and rendered herſelf famous throughout the 
globe, for uniting chaſtity to beauty, and wiſdom to valour.“ 
Odenatus having been aſſaſſinated by one of his relations 


named Meonius, the popular report, which Pollio indiſ- 


 creetly relates, accuſed Zenobia of being the accomplice of 
| Meonius. It was laid to her charge that ſhe wanted to reign 


alone, but all the ancient authorities reject this injurious ſuſ- 
picion, and Zenobia is handed down ſpotleſs to poſterity. - 


% Adored,” fays M. de Hauteville (page 128.) © by her auguſt 


« huſband, his inſeparable companion in his encampments, on 
4 his marches, in the chace, and in battle; in winter quarters 
«as well as in fieges; what ſhall I ſay farther, as much 


_ ©* ſuperior by the gifts of nature to the trifling beauties of the 


« Eaſt; as ſhe ſurpaſſed them in genius, and magnanimity 
«© what could ſhe have to fear from a enen man, from the 
$6 wiſe Emperor Odenatusf“ | | _ 

4 5 be 


Freedom of the Scheld. . 


de, as he is announced to Europe, a man of great 
talents; that in the firſt caſe he will be ruined; 
and that in the ſecond, it may well be doubted, 


whether he may not prefer the eaſier advantage of 


dividing its ſpoil, to the dangerous honour of be- 
ing the champion of the Feet 3 of . 


1 AM aware of the reply. 1 know that 1 
herſelf will ſooner or later be parcelled out, at leaſt 
if ſhe aſſume any new ſeat of empire, or if ſhe 
ſucceeds i in her ſchemes to conquer Turkey in 
Europe. I know that this early fruit (5 of a hot- 
houſe covered with ſnow will moſt probably never 
arrive at maturity; I know, that the Emperor 
paſſes for a man full of ardour, but without con- 
ſtancy; agitated by turbulent ideas, without ſy- 


ſtem, and without order; and whoſe activity often 
reſembles 


_ — 


(5) Tux prophecy of that great man, who had ſeen ſo much, 


and who perceived much more than he had ever ſeen, is veri- 
fying every day. * The Ruſſians will never be effectually po- 


&« liſhed, becauſe they began too ſoon. Peter I. had an imita» 


* tive, but not a true original genius, that which creates and 
* makes every thing out of nothing; ſome things he did very 
well, the greateſt part were ill timed. He ſaw that his ſub- 
6 jects were barbarians, but he did not ſee that they were not 
© ripe for civilization. He reſolved to civilize them, when he 
„ ſhould only have trained them to it. He determined inſtant- 
ly to make them Germans, and Engliſhmen, when he ſhould 
. ö have 
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16 Doubts concerning ibe 


reſembles a delirium. It is faid, that his gleati- 
ings are no ſavings ; that his dominions are a 


camp and not an empire; that he is perfectly ac- 
guainted with the courſe of exchanges, and has no 
finances; that he is maſter of military diſcipline, 


but knows nothing of war. It is ſaid, that in or- 


der to render himſelf in fact very formidable, at 
feaſt if any wiſdom remain in Europe, he announ- 
ces pretenſions too diſproportionate to his means; 
too alarming to the Continent, which is menaced 
only. by his titles. It is remarked, that he pro- 


| ceeds too rapidly to go any great lengths; unleſs the 


miſtakes of other powers are his prime miniſters. 
Like a child, who ſees the moon at the bottom of a 
well, and cries out, I will have the moon. will 


| have the moon. The Emperor ſfays—1T will have 
commerce I will have commerce, without knowing 


how, or from whence, or what will be the vital 


_—_ n 8 ** 4 


have began by making them good Ruffians x he prevented his 
« ſubjects from ever becoming what they might have been, by 
* perſuading them that they were then, what they are not even 
& now. It is thus, that a French preceptor -teaches his pupil 
* to ſhire for a moment in his infaney, and to be good for 


nothing all the reſt of his life. The Empire of Ruſha 


** will aim at the conqueſt of Europe, and will be herſelf ſub- 


„ dued. Her Tartar ſubjects, or her neighbours, will become” 


* her and our maſters : this revolution appears to me mevi- 
* table. All the Sovereigns of Europe are labouring in con- 
« cert to accelerate it. Social Contract, Chap. VIII. 
8 ſource 
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| ſource nor the external ſupport of it; nor yet for 
whom or for what diſtant, or, accurately, for what 
immediate object he labours ; ; nor how many con- 
queſts it will coſt him over himſelf before he can 
think of foreign commerce, .nor how much more 
preferable is internal trade, which is almoſt the 


only branch within his graſp. 


Tun 1 knows only how: to COMMAND; and 
that is not the beſt way of guiding men; Obſerve 
his conduct with reſpect to Poland; to Venice, to 
Germany, where the mane of the aged, though not 
exhauſted lion has filenced him; to Hungary, 
to the KF ae to the clergy, to the living, 
to the dead.— He will have commerce, yet he is 
the enemy of civil liberty. There eannot be found 
in the annals of the Roman Emperors, nor even 
in the code of the Inquifition, a mote tytannical 
law than his edict againſt the liberty of the preſs, 
in thoſe very Netherlands to which he wants to 
reſtore the freedom of the Scheld. 


Taz Engliſh have called this edict the paroxiſm 
of a deſpot enraged by contradiction. The Em- 
peror will have commerce ! yet he prohibits his 
ſubjects, under the ſevereſt penalties, from leaving 
a ſoil diſhonoured by their miſery and ſlavery, 
which are ſufficiently atteſted to all Europe, by 

ee 8 


Wi. Doubs concerning the 
| the very law which puniſhes them for ſeeking out 
| happier countries. (6) And ar the ſame time he 
| commands quick lime to be uſed to deſtroy the re- 
mains of all that was dear to us.—The antients 
did not think like him; they, knowing that man 
is a wandering being by nature, uſed their utmoſt 
endeavours to attach him to his vative country ; 
and tbove all, by a veneration for the aſhes of his 
anceſtors, which they made the object of do- 
meſtic worſhip. In a word, (I continue to repeat 
the words of all Europe) the Emperor is rich in 
phraſes, and does a great deal of harm; he writes 
maxims, and commits horrid outrages. (7) It is 
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(6) SRE the rene Law _—_ Emigrations. 


(7) Tux Is of the Emperor would be terrified 
if we were to colle& together the ordinances their hero has 
preſumed to iſſue. Few days paſs without bringing forth ſome 
- anguinary law. In the very inſtant that I am correCting the 
proof of this ſheet, I find in the public papers an imperial 
reſcript which ſets a price upon the heads of fwborned ſcducers, 
who are not deſeribed but by theſe vague terms; and it is 
therein declared, that if any community is ſo perverſe as to 
admit into their ſociety perſons of this deſcription, or to ſuffer 
_ themſelves to be drawn afide by their artifices, the Judge of 
the village, and two of the ſworn inhabitants, ſhall in con- 
formity to the national laws be EMPALED, without the leaft 
| hopes of obtaining a pardon.— The code of Joſeph II. will 
very ſoon be as famous as that of Draco. 
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not likely that ſuch a man ſhould endanger the li- 
berty of our continent, unleſs a univerſal lethargy 
bordering upon ſtupefaction ſhould prevail. DT 


Bor ſtill, difficult as it ſeems; it is not impaſ* 
fible ; for there are, ſays Cardinal de Retz, mad- 
meſſes which are not human. In our days 150,000 
| Frenchmen, 100,000 Ruſſians, 26,000 Swedes, 
30, ooo Imperial troops, 160,000 Auſtrians were 
not able to ſubdue, nor even to humble a power - 
till then reckoned ſcarcely of the third order. 
France, that neceſſary rendezvous of European 
policy; France, whoſe preſent miniſtry. are pru- 
dent, and even able, but unſteady and tranſitory; 
France, I ſay, may derange all the combinations 
of human wiſdom, by her internal revolutions, by 
the inſignificancy of her rulers, by the inconfiſt- 
ency of their ſyſtems; by the variations. of in- 
trigue, that eternal firſt mover of a court, where 
every thing is arranged. methodically to habituate 
the prince, and to circumſcribe the miniſters within 
the circle of the ephemerical intereſts of patron» 
age and of dependency, which makes one deſpot, 
in the midſt of his divan, the greateſt of all ſlaves. 
France, that noble kingdom, where the govern- 
ment has ſo long ſtruggled againſt nature, France, 
without exhauſting herſelf of men, and of mil- 
lions in ſpecie, to ſupport a pretended balance of 
On "MS: power 
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power, might, without doubt, in ae courſe of 


ten years, ſolely by means of a good admini- 


ſtration, recover its natural ſuperiority over all 


Europe, a ſuperiority which it ought never to ex- 


erciſe, but to command reſpect to every ſpecies 


of freedom. But is France in this auguſt ſituation. ? 
Can ſhe rely upon ten years of proſperous govern- 
ment? In the courſe of fifteen centuries has fhe 


twice enjoyed that happineſs ? Who can promiſe 
that ſhe will regenerate ? Have human affairs been 
ever obſerved to take a retrograde courſe ? And 
what have we to offer to her in the room of that 
routine which foſters and prolongs her decline ? If 
her internal diſeaſes be ſuch, that ſhe is too far gone 
for the dominion even of force, if her government 
has abuſed its authority ſo much, that it n6 longer 


Ras: any power; if it has every thing to fear from 
her warlike enemies; if it be impoſſible for it to 


ſay what it will do during ten years, which 
ſcarce make a political day; if it be as weak and 


divided, as it is arbitrary and deſpotic, the eternal 


inſtrument of corruption, or ſport of inconſtancy; 
if it bas neither union, nor concord, can it in 


prudence let the clouds gather which contain the 
_ impending ſtorm! ? Ought one to adviſe it to pur- 


ſue a plan of neutrality, which requires great con- 
fiſtency, great harmony, indefatigable vigilance, 
and the ability to ſtrike bold ſtrokes with ſafety ? 

ww 
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Will it not be much better to take no thought for 


the morrow, but to wait patiently for ſome more 
- favourable crifis ? Muſt we ſay to it, ait quietly 


for the florm, as long as we ſee no conductor exeCt- . 
ed to avert the * | 


Turs 3 curl to be, and 1 be, a 


ſolid, ſincere, eternal alliance with England; an 


alliance founded upon a treaty of commerce, which 
ſhould baniſh for ever, all national jealouſies, and 
indiſſolubly reconcile the intereſts of the two king- 
doms. Thus combined, they would eafily impoſe 


filence on all the reſt of the world. But then Hol- 5 


land would be protected, and ſo ſhe will be at 
preſent; for, to calculate only as a political arith- 
metician, without bringing into the account, the 
deſolation of the moſt ſurpriſing country in the 


univerſe, and of that people, whoſe manners, in- 


duſtry, and perſeverance, do perhaps ſtill more 
honour to the human race; will it not, after all, 
be better to prevent the invaſion of Holland, 
than to tear her, after her conqueſt, at an immenſe 
ex pence, out of the hands of her ravagers. * 


TRE Engliſh, even in their political ſyſtem, 


can have no intereſt in the deſtruction of the 


Dutch. There is a competition in commerce be- 


tieen them, but not of power, and Holland can 
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never do much injury to England in the Eaft- 
Indies, or even in Europe, but by means of an 
offenſive alliance with France. Unfortunately 
England is not yet brought to this reaſonable way 
of thinking; and much I fear that her violent 
and vindictive ſpirit will not be forced into it, but 
a0 new 3 411 4 


ber us * Celicitate ole then, that the F nh 
miniſtry are once more the protectors of liberty, 
and let us beware of diverting them from it. And 
if in a moment of ill- humour, for which the 
Dutch, like every other nation, too often furniſh 
occafion, we ſhould be ever tempted to do it ; let 
us aſk ourſelyes this queſtion, whether heaven- 
born liberty already enjoys too many aſy lums on 
our globe; and whether we can, without a crime, 
offer up our prayers that ſhe may be baniſhed from 
one of the three cantons of Europe, Wehe ſhe 


_ in ſome W exiſts A 


NR HEAR your mir, achit, oy you, FIG theſe 
general reflections, which prove nothing, for this 
reaſon, that they prove too much; and ſince you 
3 without overturning the firſt princi- 

„. natural right, that the freedom of the 
Id is evidently juſt, how will you preſume to 


noiſe Fo rance to 288 it; you who have ſo often 
curſed 
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eurſed that Machiarclian. an which en 
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IF the liberty of the Scheld 100 to me to 
be evidently juſt, I would aſſert, and I would 
prove, that it is one of thoſe things that ought to 
be expunged from the ſyſtem of morality, for fear 
of drawing on the moſt deteſtable conſequences. 
If the liberty of the Scheld werecevidently juſt, 
it would ſtill be neceſſaty not to attack ſword in 
band, the moſt poſitive treaties, inſtead of explain- 
ing them by negociations, (8) which might indem- 
nify the Dutch, which might if poſſible guarantee 
them, or at leaſt diſſipate their inquietude, In the 
time of Charles II. King of Spain, at the cloſe 
of the laſt century, it was reſolved to dig a canal 
from Bruges through the Waes country to Fort St. 
Mary upon the Scheld, in order to give the city 
of Antwerp a direct communication with the 


ſea. (9) Without a doubt it would coſt mult leſs 
x ; 1 
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(8) Ir is worthy of remark, that the two ſhips expedited by 


the Court of Bruſſels, the one to fail down and the other up 


the Hondt, made this attempt in the midſt of the negociation, 
and when the Dutch, through moderation, had withdrawn the 
Patocbe, or guard-ſhip, which they had ſtationed, and had a 
right to ſtation before fort Lillo. 


(9) By letters patent of the 7th of June 1698, the fame 
King of Spain granted a power to eſtabliſh a company to trade 
4 to 
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to make a canal, than to make war, and that an 
unjuſt one, for it is not true, that the freedom of : 


* e can be juli ended, 


3 fact, * war which rentleyed the {SES 
Unite Provinces independent, began i in Flanders 
and Brabant. Theſe countries had no other port 
but that of Slzys. The Prince of Orange, whe 
knew the 3 importance of 'the provinces of Holland 
and Zealand, and how capable they were of. being 
put into a ſtate of defence, by their natural ſitua· 
tion, by their vicinity to the ſea, and by the fa- 
dility of communicating with Great Britain, made 
them the centre of his forces and. of his reſiſtance, 
towards the end of the reign of Philip II. From 
that moment, the Scheld was ſhut up from the reſt 
of the provinces every time that the city of Ant- 
werp was inveſted by the armies of Spain. Upon 
its returning again to its allegiance 1 to that crown in 
1585, it ceaſed to have a direct communication with 


| the ſea; i 23 and what is very remarkable, but b | 
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| x0 the at- indes . to the coaſt of yen but his 4 
Ihe its dalex carried 1 into execution. 5 


(1) I crrs for this fact an unqueſtionable authority, viz, 
The Hiſtorical and Political Memoirs of the Auſtrian N. etherlands, 
a work compoſed by order of the e and F at 


Brussels in 18 
the 


F. reedom” of the Scheld. Mi 
the Emperor's writers will-not mention, it was the 
maſters of Antwerp themſelves who favoured the 
reſtraint upon the navigation of the Scheld. That 
opulent city, fays De Wit, Nady, too pres 
ple to A deſ er * 5 5 


Tus intercliction of the Scheid lets pads its 
origin in cauſes totally foreign to the intereſts of 


4 * a 5 


* — 
menge * - * . 5 . . : 1 7 
d n £ 83 Py 


1 When ho Duke of 2 took 5 city aa ee it was 
intirely ſe parated from the ſea, and the King of Spain imprudently 
neglefied to open the Scheld, wiſhin ng to reduce this city which was 
too powerful for him, and to diſperſe commerce among ſeveral © 
other cities, ar the ſame time employing all his forces upon the 
frontiers of Gueldres, and againſt France and England; which 
obliged moſt of the merchants of Antwerp to remove. to Am- 
ſte rdam, which even before the troubles, auas become the firft mer- 
cantile city of the low countriez. The King of Spain depriyed 
them of all religious liberty, and by his continual wars he en- 


tirely negleded't the defence of the ſeas; this gave the laſt blow 


to the commerce, to the fiſheries, and to-the nayigation which 
had been kept up in Flanders, The fiſhery fell entirely to the for 
of Holland ; but a third part of the manufactures was eſta- 
Þliſhed i in Evgland, ſuch as ſerges, damaſks, and ſtockings, at 
that time unknown there, at leaſt there were no bodies of ſuch 
manufacturers; another part ſettled at Loden. As to the 
linen manufacture, jt was eſtabliſhed at Haerlem, but a part of 
the linen manufactures remained in Flanders and Brabant, apd 
afterwards theſe manufactures were introduced by land into 
France and Germany, without a poſſibility of our preyenti 

it, Memoirs of Jobn De Wit, grand penſionary of Holla 
ch. viii. firſt part, Pages 38, 39. Ratiſbon edit. Eraſm. 
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Holland. The ſovereignty of this river has been 
: fince guaranteed to her by all the treaties which 


gle, 


Doubts concerning 


ſecure the political exiſtence of Europe. It was 


upon this condition, that the Dutch renounced all 


claims to the Auſtrian Netherlands. They have 
poſſeſſed it one hundred and thirty-five years; 


France and England have jointly guaranteed to 


them the excluſive advantages of this navigation.” 


I-73 10 4 to overturn poſitive treaties, it be de- 
termined, at preſent to recur to natural right, why 


do not all the powers of Europe reciprocally re- 
{ume their provinces. conquered, ceded, or inhe- 


rited. The ſocial order, ſays Rouſſeau, is a ſacred 
right, which ſerves as the baſis of all others.” This right 
however, does not proceed from nature; but is founded 


pon conventions, Conventions then are the baſis 


of all rights. Muſt all theſe from henceforth be 


_ violated ; muſt we deſtroy all political eſtabliſh- 


ments, undetermine all authorities, and carry de- 
ſolatiön into every ſtate, under the pretence of 


bringing it back to the principles of the law of 
nature, from which every nation has deviated, or 
rather which have been univerſally infringed. As 


the tranquility of nations is alſo an eſſential object; 
as the general happineſs of mankind depends leſs 
upon melioration than upon the quiet enjoyment 


h * * one poſſeſſes; as the . of Henry 


IV. 


Bube of the. Schald: --."M 


Iv. or the European diet of the Abbe de St. Pierre, 
are not yet eſtabliſned, I ſhall- maintain, without 
ſoruple, againſt any pretended natural right, that 
the Emperor's claim is unjuſt; and that the other 
powers of Europe ought to put a ſtop to his en- 
terpriſes. And if theſe powers cannot be ſatisfied 
without annihilating Holland, or, which amounts 
to the fame, without delivering her up to the 
ney of an ambitious Prince, who exhibits to 
Europe the moſt numerous and the moſt formida- 
ble legions that ever threatened its political liberty; 
I aſk the blindeſt partiſans of the Emperor, what 
barbarian will propoſe to ſacrifice a whole nation 
to the proſperity of the traders of Antwerp? Now 
this is preciſely the ſtate of the queſtion—when it 
is aſked, whether the Emperor ought to adhere to 
the treaty of Munſter, or e to * the 
Scheld, 4 


| Ir is not, as has been ſo often alledged, mere 
commercial jealouſies, or the rivalry of merchants, 

that is in diſpute between the Emperor and the 
Dutch. The real ſafety, the phyſical exiſtence, 
as well as the liberty and independence of the 
United Frovinces is at ſtake. | 


In fa&, the Scheld ought not to be confidered 
in the light of the other rivers of Europe, which 


28 y 
flow confined n two banks, and which near 
their mouths: have only ſhoals of ſand, or little 
dleſart iſlands; The Scheld divides itſelf below 
Antwerp into two branches; the principal, which 
the Emperor ſeems to claim, is called the Hondi, 
or the Mgfern Scbeld, the mouth of which is at 
* Fyſhing; and receives ſhips of war. The other, 
named the Eaſtern: Scheld, admits veſſels of confi- 
_ derable burden, and falls into the ſea higher up, 
that is to ſay, on the north fide of the iſland of 
 Walcheren. From theſe two branches iſſue ſeveral 
navigable inlets, ſome of them very confiderable, 


1 
| 


| concerning the” 


which give acceſs to all the populous and flouriſh- 


ing iſles of Zealand, to the Meuſe, and to all the 
interior parts of the United Provinces. (3) Thus, 


not only an ambitious Prince, maſter of the Scheld, 


may in an inſtant ſubdue or ravage Fluſhing, Mid- 
Aeburgb, and even Rotterdam ; a great number of 
inferior ports, and the mouths of all the canals 


which traverſe the Proteſtant low countries; but a 


fit'of rage of a wicked, or even a paſſionate deſpot, 
may bury all the country, and particularly Zealand 


and Dutch Lagos under water. 


4 
2 » * 


— 


(3) Tus treaty of Munſter too, between Philip IV. and the 


States General (January 30, 1648,) ſtipulates, that the Scheld, 
.the canals of Sas, the Ziyyn, and other mouths of the ſea, 


bordering upon them, Hall be kept cſed, on the befh de belonging to 


the States, Art. ** 
| 'Tais 


Freedom o, the. Sobeld. 
- Tas DO: is undoubtedly-the reafop- why. 
F who are not obliged to reply to the privy | 
_ counſellors. of deſpotiſm, by unfolding the horrors 
of their ſituation, are ſtruck with terror; but with a 
magnanimous terror, ſo that it excites the concern 
and eſteem of all the world in their fayour.*. This 
is the reaſon Why they arm all their peaſants, who 
will ſuffer themſelves to be maſſacred on the 
banks of the Scheld, and on their dykes, rather 


than yield to the Emperor a paſſage into their 


country at leaſt the friends of liberty, lamenting 
the fate of Geneva, indulge the pleaſure of think- 
ing ſo. * The Dutch perceive that the grand queſ- 
tion is, whether they ſhall remain free, or no 
longer exiſt but at the nod of the Sultan of Auſ- 
tria? And let it not be ſaid, that the idea of break- 
ing down the dykes of Holland, could have pro- 
ceeded only from a Caligula ; during the late war 
between the Engliſh and the Dutch, the Engliſh 
papers for whole months together reſounded with 
this horrible e 


1 cAxxor ſee, Sir, whar reply the pretended 
interpreters of the law of nature will make to 
theſe conſiderations ; for there are but two ſpecies 
of public right in the whole world; that of force, 
and that of convention; that of force dictates only 


to cowards, and from it may ſpring neceſſary 
ſub- 
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| ſubmiſſion, but never obedience ; that of conven- 
Yon all men are intereſted to reſpect, fince no civil 


ſociety ane exifts but under the protection of 
ons. Without doubt, what is underſtood 


| by the law of nature, conſidered eben in its moſt 


abſtract relations, ordains an attention to one 8 


on preſervation; it admits therefore the empire 
ef force. Well then, let force once more open 
the ſcene to the bloody ſports that deſolate hu- 


manity ; (fortunately it will not be the firſt time 
that an handful of freemen have repulſed torrents 


of armed flaves vomited forth by deſpotiſm) ; but 


let not fore e us by n the ein of 
Juſtice. * = . 


LET- 


Hadi of the Schell. =o 
A JR 6 
a TEETER cke 


LD T'T-E*R* "1 
| Particular Reflettions. 


READ ER, leſs informed than yourſelf, Sir, 
may perhaps complain that I have taken 
too. haſtily for granted, that there exiſted in 
the north of Europe a threatening confederacy, 
the motions. of which cannot be too cloſely watch- 
ed. This important fact doubtleſs requires proofs, 
or at leaſt a chain of probabilities ſtrong enough 
to form, if I may ule the expreiiiogs a e 
demonſtration. 


| As although I have viewed the cauſe of the 
Dutch apart, without confidering it as it bears re- 
lation to the intereſts of the other powers of Eu- 
rope, I know that intereft is the firſt mover of 
men and of governments too well to look for it in 
juſtice, which however, after all, will conſtantly 
be its luceſl baſis, 


Ir 


| 3. 5 Doubts concerning the 
Ir is effential then for me to add to the general 


remarks I have preſented to you in the preceding 
letter, ſome more minute obſervations which ap- 


pear to me neceſfary, in order to obtain a chorou gh 
knowledge of the preſent ſtate of politics. And 
if I preſume not too much upon my own ſenti- 
ments and abilities, they will prove in a ſatisfac- 
tory manner — that the claim of the freedom of 
the Scheld, is the annunciation of a connected 
plan, long ſince formed, which menaces the li- 


| berties of 17 25 | - 


% 


1." 


| 15 SAL be obliged, Sir, to take up the ſubject 
2 little farther back in the page of hiſtory ; but 
do not be apprehenfive that I ſhall loſe myſelf in 
digreffions ; every one of the facts that you are 
going to peruſe, even thoſe which you may ima- 
gine the moſt foreign to my ſubject, are clofely 
connected with it. Beſides, I intreat you to recol- 
lect, that in this letter, the queſtion will be treated 
only as it relates to the politics of the preſent 
times, without pretending to diſcuſs how far the 
eſtabliſhed ſyſtems are right or wrong. The con- 
teſt relates to the law of nations, not of nature; 
it relates to the preſent ſtate of human affairs, and 
not to an Utopia > to the probable conſequences that 
may reſult from the Emperor's pretenfions, and 
not to philoſophical diſcuſſions equally foreign to 
„ | all 


Freedom of the Scheld. _ 
all governments. Remember too, that this letter, 
like the preceding, and thoſe that are to follow, 
only offers doubts, not deciſions. I affert nothing 
poſitively but my fincerity, and the . of my 
reſearches. 


PETER I. who ſaid, that the condition of an 
Engliſh Admiral was much above that of a 
Czar (4), was agitated during his whole life by 
mad projects of eſtabliſhing a marine force, This 
madneſs has been the misfortune of his country, 
for his ſucceſſors, ſteadfaſt to this chimerical and 
even abſurd plan, have undertaken I know not 
how many wars, to augment their navigation and 
coinmerce, or rather to procure both. It was 
the ambition of Peter to have a port upon the 
Baltic; he negociated for another port with the 
court of Sweden, and received a flat denial, which 
was the root of that famous war, that had well 


* * 2 4 wry % 


— 


(4) Yeyage de Compt Algarotti en Ruſſia, Berlin edit. 1772. 
vol. v. p. 62. The greater credit is to be given to Count Al- 
garotti, whom I ſhall often quote in this letter; when he ad- 
vances facts unfavourable to the ſyſtems of the Ruſſian go- 
vernment, becauſe he was always an enthuſiaſtic ae * 


Peter I. and of his growing empire. 
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nigh proved fatal to the empire of the Czar, but 


which took a turn ſingularly favourable to his en- 
terpriſes. All his attempts, and thoſe of his ſue- 
ceffors, upon the Caſpian ſea are well known (505 
which they at length renounced, after a prodigi- 
ous waſte of men and money. The founder of 
Peterſburgh; who had likewiſe extended his views 
as far as the Black Sea, went no farther than the 
" ſea of Azoph, it was reſerved for Catherine II. to 
finiſh this great work. After having cauſed her- 
ſelf to be declared Empreſs; and Autocratrix of the 


Tartars, or Kouban and Crim Tartars, of thoſe very 
Tartars, whoſe anceſtors formerly ſwelled the 


hords of the Huus and Alus, who ſubdued all 


the nations of the North, extended themſelves 


from the Danube to the Rhine, and made the 


(5) Tus trade of Ruffa, in Perſia fince the year 1740, has 


been in a ſucceſſive ſtate of languor, diſgrace and ruin. See 


Eſſai ſur le Commerce de la Ruſſie, p. 1043; in this work; 


printed in 1777; are to be found ſeveral accurate and valuable 
' fats, but very often likewiſe, contradictory opinions and af- 


ſertions. Catherine II. ordered the eſtabliſhment of a Perſian 
Company, and invited the merchants ſubjects of her empire, 


to fill up this company as ſoon as poſſible. But a ſhort time 


after, this plan was given up, upon the en of the 
chamber of commerce. | 


Roman 
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Roman empire their tributary ; of thoſe Tartars, 
who formerly obliged the Ruſſians themſelves to 

pay them a tribute of birds of prey, and an hun- 
dred thouſand crowns in ſpecie, or the value in 
furs ; —Catherine II. has oxDERED, that the Pe- 
ninſula, which we call the Crimea, ſhall in future 
bear the more ſonorous name of Tawris, She has 
ORDERED, that the city of Caffa, which the Ge- 

noeſe merchants formerly rendered ſo famous, 
ſhould reſume its ancient name of Theodoſia. Nay, 
more, the has ' ORDERED, that a great trade ſhall 
be carried on at Theodoſia, becauſe, by the treaty 
of Kainarjeck, or Kainaraji, ſhips may arrive there 
from the Mediterranean by the Dardanelles and the 


' Boſphorus (6). 8 


(6) OxrE may judge, from what Algarotti ſays, (page 162) 
of the commerce that the Empreſs has obtained at ſuch an 
immenſe expence, by ſeizing on the city of Ca. This 
„city, the richeſt and the moſt mercantile in the whole cour- 

« try, formerly the 17:fina of Greece, was well calculated to 
„ ſatisfy theſe two objects, (of having a port in the Black Sea, 
% and a footing in the Crimea) beſides the grain, butter and 
“ falt, which they ſell there, à great quantity of CAVIER 
*« is there made, Which is ſent to all parts of Europe, and 
even to the Indies. Sturgeons fed and fattened in the low 
„ and almoſt freſh waters of the Palus Meotides furniſh this 
i article,” Is not this an admirable commerce? 


C2 V xxos- 
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UNFoRTUNATELY, in order to carry on a great 
trade, it is neceſſary to have numerous and induſ- 
trious inhabitants, and commodities to exchange, 
Which other nations want; and theſe are hardly 
ever to be tound, either in the Kouban, a very bar- 
ren country, full of fens; nor in the Peninſula 
of the Crimea, a province which furniſhes fine 
grain, but which is not larger than Champaign, 
Whether the Autocratrix of Ruſſia can ſupply what 
nature has denied, or command her to bring forth a 
new kind of produce, is not for me to determine, 
It is not for me to determine, what method ſhe will 

take to preſerve her ſhips, when they are to brave 
the dangers of the Black Sea; but above all, 
the ſhoals which ſurround the Crimea, in which 
are more deſtructive worms than in any other ſeas, 
I know not whether the famous law of Auguſtus 
de coercendo imperio, is not become neceſſary more 
than ever for this coloſſal empire. Particularly, I 
have ſtrong reaſons to doubt the ſucceſs of ſo 
many vaſt enterpriſes; but it is beyond a doubt, 
that Ruſſia has paid for the Kouban, and the Ci. 
mea, twenty times their value. The war with the 
Turks, to enable her to ſeize theſe two countries, 


have coſt that thinly peopled empire (7) more than 
| ' 1,300,000 


4 
6 _ » - FY * 1 8 2 
ne — — 


* 4 


(7) Tus laſt enumeration in 1764, according to the Ea, 


fur is Commerce de la Ruſſic, (p. 37, 38.) made the total num- 
| | ber 
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] zoo, doo men (8) killed, or dying by land or by 
ſea, of fatigue, wretchedneſs, hunger, and above 
all, of the plague. The late Admiral Knowles, wha 
was invited into Ruſſia, to ſuperintend the Ruſſian 
navy, divulged theſe facts upon his return to 


England. 


Tk expenditure of money has been equally 
| enormous(g): Independent of the charges of build- 
ing, 


Fg * 3. =o — Fe 8 
** * * 9 * „ 


ber of the inhabitants of both ſexes amount to between ſe» 
venteen and eighteen millions; but this computation cannot 
ſuit the preſent time; after the war in Poland and Turkey, 
the laſt revolt, and the plague at Moſcow, The general re- 
ſult therefore is fourteen millions, at which we may fairly 
fix the population of the Ruſſian empire, A very different 
calculation from that of the twenty W ſo liberally giyen 
M0 Ruſha by 1 


(8) Tux W documents from which I have extracted 
this fact, which is rather extenuated than exaggerated, are too 
prolix to be given at length ; but that I may be che more rea- 
dily believed, it may be ſufficient to read in Count Algarotti's 
Voyage de Ruſſie, Pe 125, that the war with the Turks had 
coſt Ruſha in 1739, for the five years it had laſted, more 
& than 200,000 men,” and to reflect, that T am writing at the 
end of e 1784 after the plague of Moſcow, &c. &. 


(9) Ir any one wiſhes to 1 an adequate idea of it, he has 
_ to conſult Algarotti, who, by the bye, as we have al- 
+ 3 | ready 
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ing, the expences of naval ſtores and ſeamen, 
which are not to be computed, Ruſſia was unable 


POP. 
— l — ene ans. Es... — — : * 


ready remarked, ſets every thing in the faireſt light for Ruſſia, 
„% What wood (ſays he, p. 75) do you think they uſe ar Pe- 
© terſburgh for building ſhips ? They uſe a kind of oak, which 
0 is at leaſt two years in its paſſage thither, It is ſent off from 
% Caſan in pieces worked up fit for immediate uſe; from 
thence it is ſome time coming up the Polza and the Tuertza; 
afterwards by means of a caval it paſſes into the Sa and the 
+. Meſia, and having entered the Yolcowa, it falls into a canal 
which joins the lake of Ladoga, from whence the Neva 
tranſports it to Peterſburgh.” Several anecdotes may be 
added to theſe particulars. We find for inſtance, in -e Hſſai 
ſur le Commerce de la Ruſſie, p. 117, that the Czarina ſent £000 
ſailors in 1773, to Tagaurok: that at the ſame period ſhe 
tranſported 10,000 more, who were to become huſbandmen 
in the ſame quarter. Were they not, rather 10,090 peaſant 
flaves, whom ſhe comManDED to become ſailors ! We read 
in Algarotti, p. 66. that in 1939, ** from ten to twelve thou- 
& ſand ſailors formed in that fchool of diſcipline, the Baltic 
6 ſea, had already periſbed in the ſea of Aſaph, where the pre- 
& ſent war obliged the government to tranſport them, to equip the 
& little fleets fitted out againſt the Turks.” In the ſame place, 
It is ſaid, 45 That the Czar had aſſigned zoo, ooo l. ſterling for 
cs the maintenance of his marine, an immenſe ſum for a coun- 
& try, where the government performs for zo fillings, what 
e the government in England cannot do for-@ guinea; for 
which reaſon we may very properly apply to the Czarina, 
© what. Horace formerly ſaid of the King of Cappadocea.” 
(See the text, Mancipiis, &c, for Algarotti has not quoted this 

verſe.) | | 

to 
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co ſupport the laſt war, without making prodigi- 
ous remittances to foreign countries, and borrow- 
ing in Holland, at Genoa, and at Venice. Ca- 
therine II. has very lately had recourſe to alterati- 
ons in the currency. Paper money had been in- 
troduced into Ruſſia in the reign of Elizabeth, to 
a very ſmall amount, The preſent Empreſs has 
increaſed it by degrees, ſo that at this time, the 
computation amounts to thirty;ſix millions of rou- 
bles in actual circulation, or one hundred and fixty- 
ttob millions tournois, reckoning the roubles at 
only four livres ten ſous (1). What a pen of 
decay in ſo deſpotic 4 government ! [ 


Arp locuples eget acris Campadocum Rex, 


TEE Mediterranean fleet coſt immenſe ſums, 
and few of the ſhips that compoſed it ever re- 
turned to the Ruſſian ports. However it burnt 
the Turkiſh fleet, and cauſed Te Deum to be ſung 
at. Peterſburg. The ſquadron in the Black Sea 
was not leſs expenſive; it was equipped with ſea- 
men recruited under the Polar circle ; the cables 
for the ſhips were obliged to be tranſported from 
the northern extremities of the empire, ſo that 


(1) Ei ur te Commerce de la Ruſſie, p. 249, 250, 254. 
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by che time they arrived in the Euxine ſea, they 
had coſt as much as if they had been made of gold 
and filk. An individual, who ſhould be guilty of 


ſuch follies, would be called a lunatic ; eſpecially 
if, after ſuch ruinous exertions, he had obtained 


only the Crim and the Kouban, an indemnification. 


which muſt occaſion freſh expences, but which 


fortunately for Ruſſians, i it is almoſt im og for 
them to "keep. 


AND after all, of what uſe will theſe poſſeſſions 


be to them? So many uſurpations and conqueſts 


have been undertaken, only to ſecure the com- 


merce of the Black Sea. But this commerce, an 
eternal illuſion to Ruſſia, can never be of any va- 
lue but to the ſovereign, whom it renders maſter 


of the points of communication, or, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, of the links which con- 
nect this ſea with the Mediterranean, and the reſt 
of maritime Europe. A flight ſketch of the 
hiſtory of this commerce will be ſufficient to 
convince you. - 


Tx1s Black Sea, ſo celebrated in the early ages 
of hiſtory, for the expedition of the Argonauts, 
was much better known by the antients, at leaſt 
on the eaſtern and ſouthern coaſts, than it is in our 
days. The Egyptians, long before the Greeks, 

had 
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had penetrated as far as the Palus Meotis (2). An- 
cient hiſtory conſiders them even as the founders 
of the Colchian nation; and Lucian (3) tells us, 
that the Phoenician navigators, following their 
example, made annual voyages thither. Jaſon, 
with his adventurers, came to Colchos, in ſearch of 
the two moſt powerful objects of attraction to the 
deſires of man gold and fine women, of which 
the fleece of Phryxus, and the enchantreſs Medea 
are the emblems. _ . | 


Tu Greeks conſtantly purſued the commerce 
of the Euxine ; they founded a multitude of co- 
lonies on its coaſts ; of which Strabo, Pliny, and 
Arrian have handed down to us the names, and 


occaſionally the deſcriptions. It was principally 


at Colchos, and upon the ſouthern coaſts of 
the Black Sea, that the merchants were eager to 


traffic. 


(2) The antients carried on very little commerce there ; 
for Plivy (lib. 11. cap. 67.) bears teſtimony, that in his time, 
they were ignorant whether the Palus Meotis was not a gulph 
of the ocean. 7 | | 


(3) Lucian Toxar. 
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Ps Colchos, now ſubject to the Turks (40. 
in the time of the Romans, was full of cities, to 
which commerce drew the inhabitants of all other 
nations. In vin. ſhould we now look for their 
veſtiges, in the foreſts which cover theſe beautiful 
regions. Iron, ſteel, not to mention gold and 
filver, fruits, hides, corn, wax, honey, hemp, 
flax, and ſhip-timber, were the articles of that 
extenſive commerce; to which might be added 
ſlaves ; for that infamous traffic is of the greateſt 
antiquity in Aſia, and particularly in that, and 


the neighbouring countries, where the human 
race zs the fineſt upon earth. The caravans which 
came from Perſia, brought in exchange for the 


above articles, and for other European commo- 
dities which they found there, the rich mer- 
chandiſe of upper Aſia and the Indies. 


Tur arrived at the mouth of the Phafis, now 
in a great meaſure choaked up with ſand. The 
Greek emperors for a long time kept up a fleet of 
forty ſail, which ſerved at the ſame time to carry 
on commerce, and to protect the Black Sea, by 
which the e traffic of ſlaves was conducted, when the 


b 


00 We mpelſe it under the names of Mingrelia, Imiretta, 
* Guriel. 


Circaſſian 
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| Circaſſian mamalukes governed Egypt. The name 
of this militia} which ſignifies purchaſed ſlaves, 
plainly informs us in what manner they were re- 
cruited. The ſultans treated with the emperors 
to obtain permiſſion to ſend a certain number of 
ſhips annually into the Euxine ſea; and they re- 
turned loaded with ſlaves, bought up in Colchos, 
Circe2, and on the borders of the Palus Meotis. 
Among theſe mamalukes, by the way, we muſt 
look for the origin of the preſent trade in ſlaves 
of both ſexes, peculiar to theſe countries, and 
among the Nomades of little Tartary, flaves who 
people the ſeraglios of Conſtantinople, and of 
Aſia, who furniſh baſhaws to the Ottoman empire, 
give ſovereigns to Egypt, and who from a hord 
of barbarians, ugly to a degree of deformity, have 
propagated the fineſt race of men in Europe. 


Tk commerce which was carried on upon the 
northern coaſt, and in the Tauric Cherſoneſe, 
could not be compared with the ancient commerce 
of the Black Sea: its ſeat was at Theodofia, a- co- 
lony of the Mileſians, famous in more ancient 
times, but abandoned under the emperor Adrian; 
afterwards re-eſtabliſhed ; poſſeſſed for a long time 
by the Genoeſe, under the name of Caffa; taken 
in 1476, by the Turſs, under Mahomet II.; de- 
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clared free by the treaty of Kainardjick, and fi- 
nally uſurped by Ruſſia, in 1784. This com- 
merce conſiſted, as it docs at preſent, in corn, 
butter, tunny, and caviare; but that of the Ge- 
noeſe was not confined to ſuch inconſiderable arti- 
cles; it comprehended in ſome meaſure, that of 
the Black Sea, and its neighbouring regions, 


which the Greeks had abandoned, being harraſſed 


by the invaſions of the Barbarians, torn to pieces 
by inteſtine diviſions, and ſtupified by ſuperſtition. 
Poſſeſſed of the city of Tanais, u pon the Cimmeri- 
an Boſphorus, at preſent known by the name of 
Aſoph ; the Genoeſe, when the empire of Con- 


; ſtantinople paſſed from the Greeks to the Latins, 


received there the merchandiſe of Aſia, brought 
to them by the caravans of Aſtracan; and 
they ſold them all along the coaſts, which were 
not then ſo thinly peopled as at preſent, but both 
ſupplied and had demand for more articles of 
commerce. Beſides, the Genoeſe were a republic 
of merchants, not ſubject to imperial regulations, 
which overload commerce, dry up its ſources, and 
deſtroy it, They divided the navigation of the 
Mediterranean with the Venetians: They were 


the only people who tranſported merchandiſe from 


Europe to the Euxine Sea. Add to this, that the 
Genoeſe, as well as the Venetians, had obtained 
the liberty of trading to all parts of the Greek em- 
| | pire, 
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pire, without paying any duties. But the diſco- 
veries of the Portugueſe, and their ſuccefles, hav- 
ing opened a new channel for the commerce of 
Aſia, Italian induſtry was deceived in its ſpecu- 
lations. As ſoon as the Black Sea had loft its 
communication with the two Peninſulas of India, 
its ports and coaſts were deſerted (5). 


Ir muſt be ſuppoſed, that the example of the 
commerce formerly carried on in the Euxine, and 
the ſucceſs of the Genoeſe, has ſeduced the Ruſ- 
fians, and all thoſe who extol future advantages 
of their eſtabliſhments on the coaſts of that ſea. 
However, no circumſtances were ever more wide- 
ly different. For Ruſſia, whoſe numerous projects 
and ordinances do not announce any very profound 
views, will be bardly able to do more than export 
the commodities of Taures, which will never 
form any conſiderable object, and beſides this, in- 
ſtead of being favoured, ſhe will be continually 
croſſed by the Turks, whoſe intereſt it is to re- 
cover that province at any rate. The Genoeſe, 
who traded without competitors upon that ſea, 
where the Ruſſians will meet with powerful rivals, 
had no occaſion for either fleets or armies to ſup- 


_—_—— 
— 


71 
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(5) See Eſſai ſur le Commerce de la Ruſſie, p. 156. 
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2 concerning the. 
port them there, and the expence of protecting 


the pretended commerce of Ruſfia, will always 
exceed the value of Taxzriss Doubtleſs, if the 


Cxarina ſhould ſeize upon Conſtantinople, it 


would not be impoſſible for her to reſtore the ſet- 
tlements on the coaſts of the Black Sea to their 
antient ſplendour : but till this happens, why do 


not the Turks do it themſelves? And if their in- 
dolence do not permit them to undertake it, or if 


their government diſdains every ſpeciesof commerce, 


would it not be infinitely more expedient and more 


advantageous for the Ottoman empire to give it 
up to the ſouthern nations of Europe (6) from 


whom it has nothing to fear. 


—— F4 ” > ”y 
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(6) In the Ea? ſur le Commerce de la Ruſſie, printed in 1973, 
conſequently before Ruſſia had got poſſeſſion of the Crimea, 
in which the author ſpeculates on the ports obtained by the 
treaty. of Kainardjick in 1774. p. 118, we read, that Ruſſia | 
poſſeſſes the means of forming a commercial marine on the 
Black Sea. With reſpect to commerce it is acknowledged, 


that ſuch of her merchants as have large capitals, are engaged 


in that of the Baltic, and that they will not quit a known 

branch of trade, to commence a new career, which preſents 
conſiderable riſks, and very uncertain, or at leaſt very diſtant 
profits; that in general, they are in want of credit, without 
which neither ſolid connections, nor extenſive buſineſs can 
be eſtabliſhed ; and that they have not the leaſt notion of the 


commerce of the Levant, and of the Mediterranean, which are 
ente 
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Ir is evident that the Ruſſian marine: in the 
Black Sca, an inſulated marine, having no com- 
munication with the imperial fleet in the Gulph of 
Finland, cannot ſupport itſelf againſt the Turkifh 
navy, even with the moſt moderate efforts on the 
part of the latter. The Ruffians have only the 
fingle port of Cherſon for their ſhips of war, a port 
of no capacity; very inconvenient, and which 
would require immenſe labour to put it into a 
condition to receive fleets (7). Facility of an- 
gs . 


* 


eſſentially connected with that of the Black Sea, p. 119. 
Ruſſia cannot help having recoutſe to ſtrangers to teach her 
ſubjects the elements of the commerce of the Black Sea. And 
the author finds, that France 1s the only power who can ef- 
fectually ſupport her in this neceſſary plan. He adds, that 
Peter I. ſaw no country in Europe, a conpection with which 
could be more advantageous to his empire than France, rela- 
tive to the commerce of the Baltic, and with much greater 
_ reaſon. he would have thought the ſame with reſpe& to that 
of the Black Sea, 


Bur, if the'commerce of the Black Sea muſt be carried on, 
why ſhould not France give the preference to that of the 
Turks her ancient allies from the time of Francis I.? Why 
ſhould the ſuffer a new naval power to get a footing in the 
Black Sea, which already menaces them, and which in the 
end muſt become dangerous to her. 


(7) NorwiTH3TANDING all the exertions that Ruſſia can 
make in her own favour, fays the ſame writer, p. 1 17. It is till 
| | s | = 
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choring, advantages of every kind, variety of 
commodities and naval ftores are to be found in 


* 1 


1 * 


© undeniable, that without the aſſiſtance of foreign powers, 
„ ſhe can never give ſtability to her eſtabliſhments on the 
4 coaſt of the Black Sea ; for which reaſon, it is abſolutely 
& neceſſary for her to unite with all the powers of Europe, 
„to negociate at the Porte, the freedom of the Black Sea 6 
4 for all their flags. Beſides, Ruſſia having obtained by the 
& treaty of Kainardiick, no more than the ſame privileges 
& which the nations moſt favoured by the Ottoman empire 
& formerly enjoyed, all thoſe nations ought to unite in con- 
« cert with Ruſſia to obtain a general exemptioa from the 
4 ſtorehouſe tax, that is to ſay, the liberty to go in and 
« out of the Black Sea, without being obliged to break bulk, 
<« Without the firſt of theſe conceſſions, the main object of 
KRuſſia muſt be defeated; and without the laſt, the com- 
% merce of the Black Sea muſt be ſtill ſubjected to duties and 
« delays, which will abſorb its profits in a very high degree. 
Tux object of Ruſſia then is actually defeated, fince the firſt 
ceonceſſion has not been obtained. Do you imagine it will be 
compaſſed by means of Cherſon, and of ten thouſand failor-pea+ 
ſants, or peaſant-ailors. Obſerve, that the author, in this 
| paſſage, wants to have all the nations unite to give the 
commerce of the Black Sea to Ruſſia; whereas, in another 
before cited, he gives the French in this reſpect that privilege 
almoſt excluſively. In a word, what Ruffia has done in the 
Black Sea, the Emperor wants to do in the Scheld; with this 
difference, that the Emperor poſſeſſes flouriſhing and populous 
provinces on the banks of this river; conſequently the Dutch 
may _ more Py invaded than the Turks, 
| fſeveral 
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ſeveral places on the coaſt of their rivals, They 
| have nothing to fear for their ſhips from thoſe de- 
ſtructive worms I have already mentioned. The 
| Turkiſh fleets, whoſe port is at Conſtantinople, 
are not obliged to remain continually in the Eux- 
ine, though ſhe has an arſenal, and her principal 
rope- yard at Sinope: (this city, to which the 
Ruſſians have juſt ſent a Conſul, is much better 
known, for having given birth to Diogenes,) 
The Turks, in caſes of neceſſity, can build, equip, 
and arm upon the ſpot, with the greateſt facility, 
After a defeat, they can repair and recruit without 
much trouble, and they will eafily make them- 
ſelves four to one. Let us add, that the inhabi- 
tants of the conquered countries, almoſt all Ma- 


hometans, are inclined to the Turks; for notwith- 


ſtanding the philoſophic declarations of the Ukaſſes, 
the Tartars do not like the Ruſſian government. 
I ſpeak not of the . Greeks, more than twenty 
thouſand of whom the cabinet of Peterſburgh 
cauſed to be maſſacred in the Morea, or the neigh- 
bouring countries, by exciting them to an inſur- 
tection, in which it was not able to ſupport them. 
Theſe unfortunate people cannot remember the 
Ruſſians with much gratitude, The inhabitants 
of the iſlands of the Archipelago, like the Greeks # 
of the Continent, gave themſelves up in their turn 
te the moſt fooliſh expectations: they were ſeyere- 
D 1 ly 
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50 Doubts concerning the 
Iy puniſhed for it, when the Ruſſians diſappeared 


never more to return ; and undoubtedly they re- 
tain a warm affection for them. 


Tux Greeks of the lower empire at Conſtanti- 
nople, were wholly taken up with intrigues, reli- 


gious ceremonies, and abſurd controverſies. 

Theſe diſpoſitions characteriſed that nation; an 
univerſal bigotry had enervated their ſouls, and 
deadened the faculties of the whole empire. The 
Monks became the only ecclefiaſtics, and the ſole 


directors of public, as well as of private bufineſs, 
When Mahomet attacked Conſtantinople; he 
could not even ſuſpend for a moment the reli - 


gious animoſities of the inhabitants, who were 
more anxious about the ſittings of the council of 
Florence, than about the operations of the Otto- 
man arms ( 50. | 


Taz Greeks of the preſent day _—_ the fame 
character, though not the fame importance; they 


are totally abſorbed in mean intrigues for the 
Patriarchſhips of Conſtantinople, Antioch, Jeru- 
ſalem, and Alexandria; ; or for the principalities 
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of Walachia and Moldavia. The Turkiſh policy, 
which has left them theſe two principalities, the 


above four Patriarchſhips, about one hundred and 


twenty Archbiſhoprics and Biſhoprics, and the im- 
portant office of Dragoman or firſt interpreter to the 


Porte, always beſtows theſe dignities on the high- 
eſt bidder. The Patriarch of Conſtantinople, the 


head of the Greek religion in European Turkey, 
and who poſſeſſes a ſpecies of civil juriſdiction (6), 


purchaſes his office for about ninety, or one hun- 


dred thouſand piaſtres. Compelled to make con- 


tinual preſents to his Turkiſni protectors, he plun- 


ders the Prelates and Monks. The other Patri- 
archs are obliged to diſplay the ſame greedineſs, 
and to impoſe contributions of the ſame kind, in 


proportion to the value of their places and their 


influence. The two Princes, or Hoſpodars, who 
give from fifteen hundred to two thouſand purſes, 
that is to ſay, from one hundred to one hundred 
and twenty thouſand pounds ſterling, extort from 
their vaſſals, ſufficient to pay the ſums they have 
borrowed from the Jews, and the payments they 


make to their patrons, The Turks make it their 


i — — CY, — * he TR —_— 2 — 


(6) Tax Patriarch of Conſtantinople, holds a Divan, or 


court of juſtice every week, aſſiſted by twelve biſhops ; he 
decades certain cauſes, and inflicts corporal puniſhments. 


„ object 
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object to obtain money, and the Greeks in all 
parts of the empire, to pillage, and make them- 
ſelves odious to each other. I do not pretend to 
juſtify this policy, which perhaps after all, is not 
more corrupt than many others, and which is 
kept up by the vanity and meanneſs of the Greeks; 
but I affert, that though the Greek populace in 
general, or rather the Monks, or the Caloyers and 
Papas may wiſh the Czarina, who profeſſes their 
religion, to be ſeated on the throne of Conſtantine, 
all the families who have pretenfions to the Patri- 
archates, or the two 8 prefer the pre. 
ſent government. 


| kr bzur of the uſeleſs and oſtentatious 
expedition of the Ruſſians to the Archipelago, 
and the coaſts of Syria; their exceſſes, their 
manners, their depredations, compared with the 
moderate meaſures lately adopted by the Divan, 
have very much cooled the affection of the Greeks 
for the Ruſſians; and the latter cannot behold 
without apprehenſions, the revival of that diſci- 
pline, which rendered the Turks ſo formidable at 
the ſiege of Vienna in 1683, above all/ amongſt. 
the Janiſſaries now trained and kept in the garriſons 
ppon the Imperial and Ruſſian frontiers. The 

policy 
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Nie of the Sultan Mahmud, an indolent and 


weak prince, enervated this brave Militia to ſuch 
a degree as to transform his ſoldiers into a con- 


temptible and profligate populace; and this was 
the principal cauſe of all the loſſes lately ſuſtained 


by the Ottoman Empire, 


Bor, be this as it may; behold the projects of 
Ruſſia traced through a ſeries of events, which ſhe 
has either prepared, given riſe to, or of which ſhe 
has availed herſelf. | 

** 8 
Tux Commerce of the Mediterranean is inſepa- 
rably connected with that of the Black Sea. 


Peter I. knew this. The liberty of navigating 


and trading in the Mediterranean by the Euxine 


Sea, was one of the higheſt points of his ambition, 


but the unfortunate battle of Pruth deprived him 
of all hopes of obtaining ir. The execution of 
this project, ever uppermoſt in the minds of his 
ſucceſſors, depended on a rival, who could not 
be brought by any other means but by force of 


arms, to throw down the barriers which divide the 
two empires. A war then was indiſpenſible, and 
it broke out in 1768. The vanquiſhed Otto- 
mans ſued for peace; and the liberty of naviga- 
tion in their ſeas was one of the principal condi- 
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tions propoſed by the Czarina. Scarcely had ſhe 
concluded this treaty, when ſhe appropriated the 
Crimea, that ſhe might give herſelf new ports; 
but, above all, a port, in which fhe might build, 
receive, and fit out ſhips of war to protect her mer- 


chant men, and to form in the end, a fleet ſupe- 
rior to > that of the Turks. 


Ir the other hand, . has not failed 
to diſplay her colours in the Mediterranean. Some- 
times ſhe alarmed the Venetians by reminding 
them of Candia and the Morea. Her-efIorts at 
Malta had no effect, for there the influence of 
France, which is to be met with every where, pre- 
ponderated. Then ſhe attempted to obtain a port 
on the coaſt of Barbary, and the harbour and bay 
of Arzere to the eaſt of the coaſt of Oran was even 
pointed out for the purpoſe. At another time, 
the propoſed to the Engliſh, to purchaſe of ther 
Minorca, Port Mahon, &c. &c. 


Ke theſe chimerical projects ended in ſuffering: 
ſome Ruſſian ſhips of war to rot in the port of 
Leghorn. The Czarina even made a ſemblance 
of renouncing the Mediterranean as well as the 
Euxine; the very confined commerce of which 
can at preſent be carried on only by her ſub- 
jects. — - She ſeemed, [ ſay, to renounce it, and 

| nothing 
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nothing could be leſs ſurpriſing to thoſe who are 
convinced that if the Turks have a fleet, an army 
-and money at command, it is impoſſible for the 
Ruſſians to reach Conſtantinople by ſea ; and that 
it is not ſo eaſy, as Mr. Linguet (8) pretends, to 
get at it 3 land. 


Tnar great man, who wrote the following re- 
markable lines, ſaw much farther. The Turk- 
« iſh empire is nearly in the ſame weak ſtate as 
«© was the Greek empire formerly; but it will 
ſabfiſt a long time : for, if apy prince, in pur- 
“ ſuing his conqueſts, ſhould threaten this em- 
„ pire, the three great commercial powers of 
r Europe know their own intereſts too well, not 
d to take up its defence inſtantly.” And he adds 

in a note—* Thus all the projects againſt the 
« Turk, like that which was planned during the 
« pontificate of Leo X. by which the Emperor 
« was to make his approaches to Conſtantinople 
& by Boſnia, the King of France by Albania and 
« Greece, and other nations were to embark 
from their reſpective ports; all theſe ſchemes, 

6 ſay, either were not ſerious, or were contrived 


o 


* 


(8) / Wx ſhall ſee preſently, that this 1 _ only 
a week for this corqueſt, 
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„ by eres who underſtood not the true intereſts 
a of Europe.“ 


Moxr ES dy HHU might have added, that if, | 
againſt all probability, the Czarina ſhould ſeize 
8 upon Romania, Greece, and the Archipelago, the 
major part of the Ruſſians, particularly thoſe of 
Peterſburgh, and of the notfhern parts, could not 
do better than quit their frozen climate, to inhabit 
the conquered countries, which would reduce 
more than half the Ruſhan empire to a deſert. 
In a word, conſidering the preſent circumſtances | 
of Europe, the commerce of Jaurida, ſuppoſing it 
could be made ſuch as the Czarina wiſhes it to be, 
would be always precarious; . and the Muſco- 
vite Exchequer would derive very little benefit 


from it. 


Lo muſt obſerve, Sir, that I only difcuſs the 
propriety of things. The Czarina does not ſtand 
in need of a manifeſto, to appropriate to herſelf the 
Crimea and Kouban ; it is eaſily juſtified by what 
ſhe has already done in Poland, by ſharing it with 
Aufiria(g); and by the example of Stanacroſka, 


2 — — 22 — — 


(9) Ir is pretty remarkable, by the by, that the King of 
Pruſſia, who was almoſt compelled to agree to the partition, 
(the plan itſelf being invented by the Cabinet of Peterſburgh) 
came in for a tolerable ſhare of i it. 

chief 
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chief of the Coſſacks, who ſaid to the Czar Peter I. 
(1) © Father, if you ſeriouſly intend to pull this 
Swediſh thorn out of your foot, let me alone. I 
will march at the head of my Coſſacks, and de- 
ſtroy every thing in Finland, men, women, and 
children. Thus, by the true God, I ſwear, you 
will have no longer any enemies in that country ; 
we will make a deſert of it, which is better than 
ten fortreſſes.” This Coflack, I ſay, is ſuch a 
maker of manifeſtoes, as I do not pretend to 


oppoſe. 


 FrvitLEss attempts of the Czarina on the Turk- 
iſh coaſt and in the Mediterranean, where ſhe al- 
ways met with the French, who were become more 
powerful, ſince the peace which has effectually 
ſeparated the Americans from the Engliſh, con- 
vinced her (2) of the neceſſity of adopting a new 
plan, the execution of which might curb France, and 
put the Ruſſian fleets in a condition to act at a leſs 
diſtance from Peterſburgh. The ks, of Fru 
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(1) ALcaroTTr, Voyage de Ruſffie, 


(4) Evxx before the ceſſion of the Crimea, which the Cza- 
rina took the direction of, under the pretext of protecting the 
Tartars, who were rendered b Ae: by the treaty of 


Kainardjick. 
had 
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had cher the inclinations nor the means to ſecond 
his illuſtrious ally in ſach a project, beſides, it is 
probable, that he already conſidered her as capable 
of becoming his rival in the Baltic. It was there- 
fore neceſſary, that Catharine ſhould have ano- 
ther co-operator, and ſhe has found one in Joſeph 
IT. who, like herſelf poſſeſſes the rage of a mari- 
time commerce, in ſpite of nature; he joins with 
her in a- compact which threatens to overturn 
Europe, in order, it is ſaid, to balance the f! 20 
compact. Let it be obſerved, that the Em; 

did not impart to France, nor the Czarina to 85 
King of Pruſſia, the articles of this new treaty; 
and that ſuch a reſerve might be conſidered in a 
politic view, as a renunciation of all prior alli- 
ances. : : 


N or long after, the Emperor the ally of France, 

baother. in- law to the King, and uncle to the Dau- 
phin, choſe to give a new proof of his regatd for 
Lewis XVI. by declaring to the Marquis Noailles 
at Vienna, that in future he ſhould not admit at 
his court, the precedency eſtabliſhed by France, to 
Ruſha, but ſhould treat the ambaſſadors of the 
two courts with an exact equality? You are not 
ignorant, Sir, that of all the powers of Europe, 
England was the firſt, and France the laſt to give 
the title of Emperors to the ſovereigns of Ruſſia. 
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In 1663, Charles II. granted it to the Czar Alexis 
Michaelowitz by his ambaſſador extraordinary the 
Earl of Carliſle. Since that period the Engliſh 
ambaſſadors and their wives have ſubmitted to. kiſs 
the hand of the Czarinas. You know likewiſe 
what the Baron de Breteuil, the ambaſſador of 
France ſaid, when ſuch a propoſal was made to 
him. T/hall, without doubt, think myſelf too happy 
to kiſs the hand of a pretty zwoman, but Madame de 
Breteuil has not always. the Jams inclinations as I have, 
And Madame de Bretueil went no more to court. 
The title of Emperor was granted by France, on 
this expreſs condition, that every new Czar 
ſhould fign a counter declaration, that this conde- 
ſcenſion ſhould not in any reſpect alter the eſta - 
bliſhed etiquette, a reſervation this, which preſerv= 
ed to France, the precedency ſhe had eſtal>liſhed. 
Catharine II. upon her acceſſion to the throne, re- 
| fuſed to give this declaration, and contented her- 
ſelf with notifying that things ſhould remaiin upon 
their ancient footing ; and the King of France 
ordered his miniſters at the different courts of 
Europe to go and read theſe counter declarations ' 
to the Ruſſian miniſters (3): This was acting 

ſuitable 
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(3) Taz warlike Deon, or d'Eon, whom M. Linguet once 
agually NG to Bellona, was charged as Secretary of the 
Ei baſh ys 
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foitable | to his title and his right. After the 
peace of 1762, M. Czernichew, the Ruſſian Am- 
bafſador at London, made an attempt to aſſume 
the precedency at the anniverſary ball on the King's 
birth-day. M. de Chatelet, the French Ambaſ- 
ſador, who found him ſeated, obliged him very - 
peremptorily to quit it, and the next morning ſent 
him a challenge by way of reparation, M. Czer- 
dichew was polite, the following day he paid a 
viſit to M. de Chatelet, who probably over night 
did not expect to receive apologies (4). 
i 8 | Ir 


Embaſſy, to make this lecture to M. de Woronzow the Ruſ- 
fian miniſter at London. How, ſays M. de Woronzow, if I 
was ambaſſador, and the Duke de Nivernois was to meet me at 
the door of the King's cloſet, would he tread upon my toes to get 
in before me ? He would tread upon your billy, replied d'Eon, 
and 4 world « cut 82 in 28885 with my broad ſword. 


(a) By granting to the Caar, the title of Emperor, and 
Imperial Majeſty, it is certain, ſays Baron Belfield (Political 
Inſtitutes, Vol. iv. p. 115.) that Kings have given up their rank 
in bis favour, and can only take place after bim. And where- 
fore, I would aſk the Baron, Is it on the magick word of Em- 
peror, which only ſignifies Governor, that the claim reſts ! ? Is 
it becauſe the Roman Emperor walked before the Kings of 
Armenia, and of Iberia? Is it becauſe the ſucceſſor of the 
LKeyſer of Germany i is deſcribed under the title of King of the 
Romans ? Or, is it only in virtue of the courteſy of other So- 
i | vereigns, 


R ; 
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Ix was immediately after his, A” with Ruſ- 
ſia, that Joſeph IT. threatened the Ottoman. em- 
pire, and by that means accelerated the ceſſion of 
the Crimea and Kouban to the Rufſians. He ob- 
rained for himſelf, as a matter of pure conveni- 


ence, diverſe diſtricts in Moldavia and Malachia, 


with the navigation of the Danube in the Turkiſh 


dominions, of the Black Sea, and the paſſage of 


the Helleſpont. He had four or five ſhips which 
made voyages.to India, or rather to China, and 


returned to Oftend with cargoes of tea, for the 


_— WW | 
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vereigns, and principally that of France ? For, in fine, ſince 
all this pumctilio is conſidered as ſomething 1 in politics, it muſt 
really mean ſomething; and when one pretends to judge of the 
rights of others, as the Emperor has done between France and 
Ruſſia, it is natural to ſuppoſe an examination into one's own, 
An Emperor of Germany reduced to his city of Bamberg, may 


with impunity demand precedence, and it will be granted to 


him without difficulty, as it is granted to the Pope. But when 
he appears to exact it in virtue of a power foreign to his dig- 
nity, as well as to the authority of Emperor, one may have 
reaſon to be out of humour, and that ill one” may have ſe- 
rious conſequences; for we may reſpect the Emperor, but 
without forgetting, that even within our memory, France has 
made one ImeerRtaLl MAI EST. In a word, we ſhal! only 
temark, that Baron Belfield has acknowledg+4, that France 
was the laſt ro confer the title of Emperor on the Czar, but 
he does not ſay a word of the conditions required by France, 
which 1s pretty finpular in political inſtitutes, 
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Engliſh ſmugglers to buy up there, and jntroduce 
clandeſtinely into all parts of England, Theſe 
ſhips were equipped at Trieft, at the bottom of the 
Adriatic Sea, where the Emperor poſſeſſes the 
little port of Segna; one of the earlieſt returned to 
Triefte to cover the defi ign, which is at preſent 


| ubmaſked by the claim he makes upon the Dutch, 
of _ to trade t to both the Indies. 


Ir was then Kkewiſe, that the Emperor ſeized 
the revenues of the convents, appropriated to his 
on uſe the filver plate of their churches, re- 

trenched their penſions, ſcraped foreign coins, &c, 

&c. to augment his treaſures, and to have funds 

fufficient for the vaſt expeditions he meditated. 
The Czarina who ſcarce poſſeſſes more money 
than _- * (595 would have followed his 
example 
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(5) I am ſenſible how far prejudice has given credit to a 
contrary opinion, totally void of all foundation. Ideas entirely . 
falſe are formed of the gold and filver mines of Ruſſia, See 
what the Abbe Chappe fays of them in his. Journey to Siberia, 
See, alſo, what the author of The Eſſay on the Commerce of 


Rafia writes; who, notwithſtanding, has fallen into ſome _ 


contradictions upon the ſubject. For example, he ſays, p. 16. 
% In 1772, the coin that was ftruck (from the produce of the 
* mines) amounted to two millions, five hundred thouſand 
„ roubles ; buy this e is much leſs one year with ano- 

| 6 ther,” 
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example by ſtripping the Ruſſian monaſteries, if 
the ſuperſtition of her country would have permit- 
ed her. Hitherfo ſhe has contented herſelf with 
ordering that afl the ex voto offerings in gold and 
filver found in the churches ſhall be put into a 
treaſury, to be called The Religious Cheſi. At pre- 
ſent, the Emperor, who ia virtue of his connections 
with Ruſſia, is to be aſſiſted by ſea and land with 
all the forces of that country, demands of the 
Dutch, the free navigation of the Scheld, ' , 
Hs requires then, that all the ports of Zealand 
ſhould be opened to him, as well as all thoſe 
belonging to the Dutch in Aſia, at Ceylon, upon 
the coaſts of Malabar and Coromandel, in the 
Ganges, in the Ile of Java, in the Moluccas, and 
even at Japan, where probably the failors of his 
Apoſtolic Majeſty would trample the crucifix un- 
der their feet, as it 1s ſaid thoſe of Holland did. 
he requires alſo, a free entrance into the Colonies 
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* ther.” -P. 428, he ſays, That the produce of the gold 
mines is ſo inconſiderable, that it will not ſuffice to coin 
« enough to anſwer the demand for circulation.” —And elſe- 
where he adds, Siberia is the Peru of Ruſſia.— The mines 
of gold and filver worked by the Turks in Romania and Na- 
: tolia, and above all at Gamuſchitana near Trebiſond, yield as 
much at leaſt as the mines of Ruſſia. | 
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of Surinam, Eſſequebo, Demerari, Curracoa, 
Buenos-Ayres, St. EFutetis, &c. in the Weſt 
Indies. ; 


- Peaarr me now, Sir, to make a few obſer⸗ 


b Vations. 


| In the gilt piace, no one ſeems to oppoſe the 
_ Emperor's ſending ſhips to China: his predecef- | 

ſors, however, ſolemnly gave up their Eaſt India 
Company at Oftend (6); but the day is not yet 
arrived to be afraid of the commerce of Auſtria. 
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2 CPI * —— 


(6) Ox the 19th of December 1722, the Emperor Charles 


VI. iſſued his letters patent at Vienna, to eſtabliſh an India 


Company, known by the name of the Oſtend Company; 
France, England, Holland, Pruffia, and Sweden, oppoſed it in 
1727. The Emperor conſented to ſuſpend for ſeven years, 
the patent granted to the Company, and all commerce of the 
low countries with the Indies, In 1731, by the treaty of 
Vienna between the Emperor and England, and the Act of 
Concurrence of the States General, this Company and this 
Commerce was aboliſhed for ever, With reſpect to the trade 
to the Weſt Indies, the Act of Concurrence of the Dutch, ſays, 
article iv. That they will conform with good faith to the re- 
qgulation eſtabliſhed by the Treaties of Munſter, in every thing 
that is therein ſtipulated, with reſpect to the commerce and 
navigation of the Weſt Indies.“ In fine, the Emperor at pre · 
fent conſents, it is faid, to give up the commerce of India, 
provided the Scheld is e to 1 and his OR 
reimburſed. 
But 


Freedom of the Seheld, 6 


But if the Emperor will eſtabliſh penal upon the 
coaſt of Malabar, or of Coromandel, all parts 
of which are already occupied, the conſent of the 
Dutch appears to be. uſeleſs, in caſe, either the 
Engliſh, or the F rench ſhould diſlike it. Why 
then addreſs himſelf excluſively to the Dutch? 
Is iT Nor BECAUSE THEY ARE THE WEAKEST > 


e We Majeſty will have 
commerce at any rate, why does not he form 
eſtabliſhments upon the unoccupied coaſts of Aſia, 
at Siam, at Tonquin, at Cochinchina, and in a 
word, in all the places unoccupied, and unclaim- 
ed by the Europeans. What occaſion has he to 
addreſs himſelf to the Dutch? Is 11 vor BECAUSE 
THEY ARE THE WEAKEST? | 


Thin with W to the Weſt Indies, 
Why muſt the Dutch open all their Colonies to 
the Emperor, if it does not ſuit them? Why does 
not he demand that his ſhips ſhould be equally 
received at Jamaica, at St. Domingo, at Cuba? 
For it is certain, that they would be confiſcated 
if they were to attempt to trade in any of theſe 
Iſlands ? What would he ſay, if the Dutch were 
to require to ſhare with him the vineyards of Tokay, 
or the mines of Kremnits, as he requires the com- 
merce of beth ms Indies > Why then does he 

= addteſs 
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addreſs himſelf to the Dutch ?—Is 11 No BECAUSE 
THEY ARE THE WEAKEST ? But is the ſtrongeſt. 
always in the right? — Or, is the thief leſs 
criminal been he nttacks only women n 
5 children 5 | 


Tur Emperor demands of the Dutch to ſhare 
with them, their navigation, their native country, 
their colonies, their commerce; after which, pro- 
bably he will divide all this again with Ruſſia his 
4 intimate Ally (7), who ST a kind of marine 
force, 


* * 7 


On, his Friend and Ally, as he calls Catharine II. in 
his Reſcript to the Dutch, which by the way, promiſes us ſe- 
veral others, if however, his cannon are not very ſoon- his 

only inſtruments of negociation. Whilſt I am correcting the 

preſent ſheet this 12th January 178 5, The Public Advertiſer is 
pur into my hands, wherein I find a tranſlation of a letter 
written by the Empreſs of all the Ruffias to the King of 

Pruſſia, in which the declares that ſhe is firmly reſolved to 

ſupport the claims of the Emperor, with as much efficacy, as 


2 zoe projperity of the Ky Man 17775 Was at Hake. X 


=? NaArusE, it Þ abdrein ſaid, has given to the low coun- 
tries the uſe and advantage of the river in queſtion. Auſ- 
«+ tr1a alone, in virtue of the law of nature aud of nations, 
„is well founded in the exclufive right of the navigation of 
& this river, fo that it depends folely on the equity and dif. 


15 intereſtedneſs off 1 11, whether other nations fhall be 
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Force, which the Emperor is in want of. I will 
only ſuppoſe for a moment, that this prince has 
obtained his demand, even with certain modifica- 
tions, without which Holland could not exiſt 
five years: you would immediately ſee a fleet of 
Ruſſian men of war anchor in the Scheld, and the 
Emperor borrowing, purchaſing, and building 
ſhips of war to form a marine force. Fluſhing and 
Middleburgh would be blocked up; all the 
branches of the Scheld inveſted, the dykes, and 
ſluices beſieged. Figure to yourſelf Ruſſian, or 
Imperial ſeamen, who finding-themſelves at home 
in the midſt of Dutchmen, would have free acceſs 
to all the interior parts of the United Provinces ; 
and you will be no longer aſtoniſhed that the 
Batavians ſhould be reſolved rather to periſh, than 
to ſurrender the navigation of the Scheld. Ani- 
moſities, diſputes, ſmuggling, and war would be 


2 


« permitted to partake of it, ſince it belongs excluſively to his 
« dominions. The ſentiments of Auſtria merit eſteem and 
“ attention, whilſt the avidity of the Dutch, and the judg- 
1% ment they take upon them to pronounce againſt the houſe 
te of Auſtria, by virtue of the treaty of Munſter, are evident- 
« ly reprehenſible.“ : | 


I.:, this is not a piece of Britiſh mockery, I muſt own that I 
did not expect to ſee my prophecy ſo ſoon verified. 1 
& 3. Re 
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. | Doubts concerning the 


perpetuated. Zealand would be ſubdued, the re- 


duction of Holland would ſoon follow, and we 
ſhould infallibly ſee a partition take place, like 

that of Poland, which France and its allies 
might then oppoſe too late, and under manifeſt _ 


diſadvantages. And take notice, that .to pene- 


trating minds, there are not wanting other proofs 
of the projects of Ruſſia, than the conduct of 


that court fince the firſt war againſt the Turks. 
All its meafures have tended to the ſole object of 


A maritime commerce: its armed neutrality, which 
an able miniſter very properly called the artful 


neutrality, had no other object but the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a naval power unfortunately before con- 


_ fined to the Gulph of Finland; (I count for no- 


thing in the naval ſyſtem, the Black Sea to the 


5 South, and the White Sea from Archangel to the 


North) to that Gulph of Finland, which Algarotti, 
ſo partial to Ruſſia, calls a miſerable ditch, where 
the navy is kept impriſoned by the ice fix months 


in the year, and during the other fix, it can 


only appear in the Baltic, where the Ruſſians an- 


nually ſend ſome ſhips to make a naval campaign, 


but of which the Danes and the Swedes, if they 
were united, might divide the ſovereignty they 
formerly poſſeſſed. If the Ruſſian ſquadron ſtirs 
out of this ſea, for ever ſo ſhort a time, it is under 
the neceſſity to winter in foreign ports, at a great 


diſtance from its own, It cannot recruit its crews, 
pairs 


* 
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repairs of every kind become difficult, or exceſ- 


fively expenſive, and ſometimes impracticable; 
and it may then be ſaid, that the Muſcovite ſhips 
depend leſs upon Ruſſia, than upon the foreign 
powers who give them an aſy lum. 


Taxst details will perhaps explain all the 
Czarina's attempts to have a port in the Mediter- 
ranean. They will ſhew at the ſame time the 
abſurdity of the projects of Peter I. and of his 
ruling paſſion. This man, more ſingular than 
great, of whom Rouſſeau has ſo well obſerved, 
that he had an imitative genius, not that true genius 
which creates and makes every thing out of nothing. 
This ardent man did not perceive, that an Akatic 

government and European manners could never 
agree together. He thought it was ſufficient To 
WILL, He would make Germans, Dutchmen, 
Engliſhmen, and Frenchmen of his ſubjects, when 
be ſhouid have begun by making them Ruſſians : 


he would make a formidable power, when he 


ſhould have begun by eſtabliſhing a nation; and 
he did not add any glory to his country, for what 
glory can there be in the obedience of flaves ? 
% Peter would have fhips, ſays Algarotti, be 
„e would have very large ſhips, and he would 
6e have them built, and have them under his eyes, 
00 E in the very places which were the moſt 


1 3 © im- 


70 Donbis concerning the 

« improper for the purpoſe (8).” He ſhewed 

the ſame ardour and obſtinacy in every thing that 
regarded either the marine or commerce. What 

numbers of men did he facrifice in building Pe- 

zerſburgh, ſituated upon ground taken from the 


Swedes. That Peterſburgh, which has been juſtly 
called the window through which Ruſſia diſcovers 


8 
ern rr „ b * . 
- 


(8) Taz following fragment of the ſame author, in his | 
Journey 4 to Ruſſia, gives very preciſe and exact ideas upon this 
ſubject,” 6 Experienced workmen think that the Admiralty 
« and the Arſenal would have been better at Revel than at 
„ Peterſburgh and Cronſtadt where they are eſtabliſhed, In 
« fact, the water at Revel is as ſalt as the Baltic Sea can be, 
& and the ſhips would have been preſerved much longer there. 
& The ice does not remain ſo long as upon the Neva; and 
ee the ſea being much ſooner freed from it, would have en- 
% abled them to have gone out much earlier and with leſs 
& riſk, This is likewiſe the reaſon why the Swediſh fleets 
always put to ſea earlier than the*Ruſtians; and why the 
& Dutch get to the whale fiſhery ſooner than the Ruſſians 
s beſieged by flakes of ice in the ports of Archangel and in 
& the White. Sea, Moreover, ſay intelligent people, when 
te the ice entirely diſappears, an eaſterly wind is abſolutely 
e necefſary to get out of the river and canal of Cronſtadt, 
„and weſterly winds generally prevail in that quarter during 
the ſummer. Ina word, as they build their ſhips at Peterſ- 
© burgh, they muſt afterwards ſail down to Cronſtadt, which 
% cannot be _ without danger and great expence. 
6 P. 69 and 70.“ 
| Europe 
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Europe (9); ; that Peterſburgh which will never be 
any thing but 4 favourite without merit, as was 
ſaid of the Verſailles of Lewis XIV. This prince, 
who forced and precipitated every thing, who 
wounded the laws by his cuſtoms, and violated 
his cuſtoms by his laws, ſeriouſly believed that 
nature herſelf owed him the ſame obedience that 
he found in his ſlaves; and in the ſame manner 


as he had People his wild, filent, and frozen 
foreſts 


(9) Axyp obſerve, that this expreſſion of Algarotti (Journey 
to Ruſſia, p. 17.) was not fimply an epigram, as he probably 
thought it. The Ruffians-are no otherwiſe Europeans, but in 
virtue of a declaratory definition of their ſovereign, copied al- 
moſt word for word from Monteſquieu. We read the fol- 
lowing line in the Inſiructions for framing a new code of Laws 
For the Ruſſian empire, Chap. i. & 1. paragraph 6. Russ TA 
*© Is AN EUROPEAN OTATE.'— Paragraph 7. ** This is 
66 clearly demonſirated by the following obſerrations; ” 


„Tg changes that Peter the Great underwak in Ruſſia, 
fſueceeded the more readily, as the manners which prevailed 
eu there at that time, and which had beenintroduced by a mixture 
of different nations and the conqueſt of foreign territories, 
6 were by no means adapted to the climate, Peter by introducing 
& the manners and cuſtoms of Europe amongſt the European 
„people under his dominion, found in them, facilities which 
ee he did not expect. —Chap. ii. paragraph 8. I have followed 
; the Evgliſh tranſlation of Inſtructions, c. by Michael Tatiſ- 

5 * 4 | cheft, 
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52 Doubs concerning the 
foreſts with birds from the ſouthern countries (1). 
He was perſuaded, that upon his new capital re- 


ceiving ſhips, the Ruſſians would become a mari- 
time and commercial nation. Peter did not doubt 


* 


n 2 — 


cheft publiſhed with permiſſion, p. 70 and 71. Now we read, 
in The Spirit of Laws, vol. 1. Chap. xiv. edit. Genev. 4to« 
P+ 493. What rendered this change of the Ruſſian manners 
te more eaſy, was that the manners of that time, were foreign 


to the climate, and had been brought thither by a mixture 


& of nations and by conqueſts, PETER I. IN GIVING THE 
© MANNERS OF EUROPE TO AN EUROPEAN NATTON,. 


5 41 3 FACILITIES Wien HE HIMSELF DID NOT EX- 
" Ec.“ | 


\ (4) From Cronſtadt to Peterſburgh, the Neva is bordered. 


by a foreſt, which extends along both its banks ; and what 


ſort of foreſt? There are neither tufted oaks, nor ever-green 
laurels, but the moſt wretched kind, of trees under Heaven. 
One eaſily perceives that they are poplars ; but that they are 
quite different from thoſe whoſe bark covers the fiſters of 
Phaeton, and which ſhades the banks of the Po! In vain did 
we call home all our attention, in vain did we liſten to hear 


_ the melodious ſounds of thoſe birds, with which the Czar 


wanted formerly to people this frightful and favage foreſt, by 
tranſporting to it, numerous colonies from the ſouthern parts 
of his empire; they all periſhed there 'in a ſhort time, and 
did not ſo much as build any neſts in this melancholy abode, 


Avia nom reſonant avibus wirgulta canoris. 


Fourney to Ruſſia, p. 79 and 80, 
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of ſucceſs when he had added to his dominions, 
the coaſts and provinces of Livonia, the beſt of 


the Ruffian poſſeſſions, equally taken away from 


the Swedes, and which ought to be reſtored; he 
no longer doubted, but that the metropolis of 


univerſal commerce would be ſeated in his vaſt 


empire. 


 Monflrum horrendum, informe, ingens, cui LUMEN 
ADEMPTUM. 


Bur this extraordinary prince who never 
thought of any thing but his own perſonal glory, 
and who wanted to aſtoniſh the world, deceived 
himſelf. Peter himſelf was deceived, and the heirs 
to his projects, and his dominions are likewiſe de- 


ceived. Ruſſia has not, nor ſhe never will have a 


maritime commerce; ſhe will never have a true 
marine force, at leaſt not in the ſouth, ſo long as 
me is without an eſtabliſhment in the Mediter- 
ranean. What then has ſhe gained by the glory, 
the projects, and the exertions of that Czar, who 
is ſurnamed the Great? What did he do for that 
nation; which he left enſlaved, unfortunate, and 


plunged in debt? The Ruſſians once had a na- 


tional character, they have none at preſent. It 
was this neter which it was neceſſary to ſtreng- 
then and unfold, in order to prepare this rude 
but 
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but ſunple people, by indirect, 3 Re” wile 
operations to receive the influence of the enlight- 
ened manners of Europe. Ruflia once ſet free, 
would have adopted them rapidly. But for want 
of this preparation, the Ruffians, inſtead of gain- 
ing, have been conſiderable loſers, by thoſe 
internal revolutions, and external relations that 
| have been ſo much applauded. The merchants 
ol. that empire, formerly renowned for their inte- 
grity, are as notorious at preſent as the Chineſe 
merchants for their fineſſe, to ſay nothing worſe. 
The Boyards or Nobles, in loſing their roughneſs, 
have for the moſt part acquired nothing but more 
_ poliſhed manners. The women were formerly 
more chaſte, marriages were happier, their man- 
ners were leſs elegant, but more honeſt, Once 
more then let us aſk, what has this Czar that is 
ſo much boaſted of done for his country? He 
gained battles, built ports, dug canals, erected 
arſenals; nothing more was wanting for all this 
than money and the labour of ſlaves, What has 
he done, I do not mean for the conſtitution of his 
country, I do not mean for the political and civil 
liberty of his ſubjects; but I mean for agriculture- 
and the population of his empire? Yet, agricul- 
ture and population are the riches of a deſpdtic 
more than of a limited monarch. Nature has 


made Ruſſia an inland, Peter would make her a: 
4-4 . maritime 


SE Freedom of the Scheld. 1 hp - 4 
maritime power, and looking upon the nations 
who are favoured by the ſea, with a jealous and 
greedy eye, he ran counter to the very elements 
to become like thoſe nations. He conceived ab- 


ſurd and monſtrous plans; theſe plans have over- 


powered his ſucceſſors, who being his ſervile 
imitators, have depopulated and ruined their do- 
minions, without perceiving that the immenſity 
olf ſo many projects would cruſh their weakneſs, 

O Ruffians! I have never had a wiſh to calumni- 


ate, or to inſult you, you merit pity, not con- 
tempt; you might have been, you may ſtill be 


happy, you have a right to be ſo; it is thoſe 
who govern you; who alone perpetuate your mis- 


fortunes. At the ſame time, that I expoſe their 


errors, their miſmanagement, and their ambitions 
to all Europe, I would diminiſh your evils, I 
would meliorate your lot. O Ruſſians, believe me, 
neither conqueſts, nor ſplendid courts, nor acade- 
mies recruited from foreign countries, nor col- 


lections of pictures and medals, nor mercenary 
panegyriſts, render a people happy. Your ſoye- 
reign is determined to have renown—be it ſo- 
have not her hundred mouths already ſufficiently - 


celebrated her? If ſhe does not deceive herſelf as 
to the true means of conſtituting your happineſs, 
her firſt care ſhould be to ſet bounds to her em- 
pire, not to extend it at the price of your blood 


and 
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and labour. The Czar Peter himſelf ſaid, I have 

already too much land; it is water I want, Why did 
he not add? I myft diſpenſe with water, fmce nature 
bas refuſed it io me, and I cannot obtain it, but by 
ſurping the dominions of other powers. Why did he 
not alſo ſay, I have too many ſoldiers, too many 
Daves, I want men; but men only grow under the 


_ ow of the tree of liberty. 


F Ir the Emperor obtains the Freedom of the 
Scheld, which ſeems to intereſt more than the 
liberty of his own ſubjects and neighbours, the 
Plans of the Czarina will be no longer chimerical; 
the will find in this river an aſylum for her ſhips, 
which ſhe has ſo long defired, out of the Baltic. 
She has no commercial marine, ſhe wants to have 
2 military. one, and very ſoon ſhe will have well 
founded hopes of both. The Ruſſian fleet in fu- 
ture, within reach -of Peterſburgh, will become 
in the Scheld, the protectreſs of the imperial 
veſſels, and of the Emperor's growing marine 
force; it will winter 2 80 Tanger in the midſt | 
of the e Dutch, | 


II is probable,—What do J fay ? it is certain, 
that this freedom once obtained, the Engliſh, 
whom the Emperor will not fail to invite into the 
Scheld by an advantageous treaty, will protect 

| | 216 
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this new arrangement of things. Under their auſ- 
pices, the Imperialiſts, joined to the Ruſſians, 


will form a powerful marine force; ſlowly if you 
will, but increafing every day. - Holland ſeparated 


for ever from Flanders and Zealand, will be null; 


England for a ſhort time, and then the Empefor 


and the Czarina will be abſolute maſters of the 


Germanic ocean, of the Baltic, and very ſoon of all 
the ſeas; and that in ſpite of the marine of the 


houſe of Bourbon, which can no longer exiſt, 


becauſe ſhe will have no wood proper for the con- 


ſtruction of ſhips, no maſts nor other naval ſtores 
which come from the north, but under the good 


pleaſure of theſe three powers.. The hopes of 
being revenged on France and Holland ; the be- 
witching defire of ſeeing herſelf at the head of a 
naval confedericy, which 1s always repreſented aq 
a neceſſary counterpoiſe to that family compact, 


now become ſo formidable by the alliance of 


France with Holland; the reſtleſs diſpoſition of 
a haughty people, humbled, But not accuſtomed 


to humiliation, in a word, every thing combines 


to draw England into this project; but the nature 


of it is ſuch as to prevent all hoſtilities on her 


part for the preſent. - 


Ix the actual fituation of affairs, (it cannot be 
too often repeated, for the Britiſh power is the 
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78 Doubts concerning the 
ſcare · erou ſet up to frighten the natural protector 
of Holland) the Engliſh will obſerve a ſtrict neu- 
trality, and will content themſelves perhaps with 
blowing the fire, without renewing thoſe eternal 
wars which pleaſe ambition more than they terrify 
it. Why ſhould they expoſe themſelves in an 
unfavourable moment 'to the dangers of a war, 
the ſucceſs of which is uncertain, and which 
would neceffarily bring on their bankruptcy, 
While a neutrality will be very beneficial to them, 
above all if Ruſſia declares againſt Holland? 
Fatigued, diſcontented, overloaded with debts, 
dio they not ſtand in the greateſt need of peace? 
Their ſovereign cannot but wiſh the continuance 
of it, not only as King, but as Elector of Hanover, 
as the father of a'numerous offspring, and as the 
friend of his people. Upon the leaſt hoſtility 
commencing, the German dominions would be 
invaded, inſtead of which he may marry one of 
his daughters to the ſon of the Statholder; which 
is no ſmall object for ſo good a father. Beſides, 
his preſent miniſters have nèither experience, ſteadi- 
neſs, nor public confidence to engage in a war; 
; they muſt be influenced by the circumſtances of 
the nation, and very ſoon by popular murmurs, 
which will grow every day louder and louder, as 
che taxes keep always increafivg. „ 


7 : : | : 
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| Freedom of - the Scheu. eg 
TEE greateſt part of the Engliih deteſt the 


Dutch, againſt whom their famous navigation act 


was chiefly levelled, an act, which perhaps ought 
to make them looked upon as the enemies of man- 
kind: they hate the Dutch becauſe they are not 
Engliſhmen, becauſe they are merchants as well 

as themſelves, and becauſe they reſolved to remain 

neuter laſt war. The major part of the Engliſh 
nation wiſh ſucceſs to the Emperor, by which it 
ſhould ſeem as if the misfortunes or deſtruction of 


Holland would indemnity Great Britain for her 


lofles. The horrid wars that ſuch a revolution 
would produce, appear as nothing to minds faſci- 
nated by the hopes of revenge. The Engliſh do not 
perceive, that opening the Scheld will prove very 


hurtful to them in the end: their preſent hatred. 


to the Dutch, and to the French who protect 
them, deprives them of all forecaſt. But their 


animoſity againſt the latter has loſt that audacity 


which charafteriſed it before the laſt war; and 
our marine, which the port of Cherbourg is going 
to render fo formidable in the channel, our marine, 


I ſay, is no longer contemptible in their eyes. If 


the example of M. de Graſſe has ſhewn them that 


intrigue may fill dictate in France the choice - 


of weak men, our D'Orvilliers, our Suffren, and 
our Vaudreuil, have convinced them, that we 
have good naval officers, In tact the Eng- 
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Bo Doubts concerning ibe 
ut are ſo ſenſible of their preſent ſituation, that 
they hardly dare to face it. Their inteſtine quar- 
rels degenerate into wrangling; they enervate 
that vigorous people, who will do eternal honour 
to the human ſpecie, from the moment that their 
wiſdom repreſſes their ambition, and ſubdues their 
: pride. The only ſtateſman who underſtands the 
true intereſt of England and foreign politics, and 
who has extenſive views, free from national pre- 
Judices; this very man is univerſally feared, and 
but little loved; ſo far is the nation, which he 
ſaved by the late peace, from being able to judge 
of, or ſet a true value upon him. It is much to 
be doubted if he was reſtored to office, if he 
would ſucceed, for it is certain that upon his re- 
ſtoration, if he could acquire influence, he would 
not adopt violent meaſures. Be this as it may, 
Great Britain muſt ſuffer more calamities before 
the is cured of that mercantile intolerance, the 
natural and neceſſary effect of which is, to multi- 
ply her enemies daily. The Engliſh will, and 
believe they can, undertake every thing, and not 
being willing to let others do any thing, they 
perform every thing much dearer than others. It 
is thus, that after ruining themſelves, they have 
alienated the affections of other nations. At pre- 
8 one they not EY are not in a en to go to 
| 2 STE 3 
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war thetnſelves, but'they can no longer command 


others to do it. When one has always been accuſ- 
tomed to pay one's allies well, if we have no longer 
any money left, we muſt not be ſurpriſed if we 
have no longer any allies. The Europeans as a 
military power, or rather as Aſſaſſins formed into 


regiments (2) will be driven in a ſhort time from 


India, and I bleſs God for it. The Indians at 
laſt have found out that their tyrants are not invin- 
cible, and that they may experience in their turn, 
the humiliation of being obliged to ſurrender at 
diſcretion (3). But while we are expecting this 
happy event, ſo juſtly merited, and ſo neceſſary for 
the peace of Indoſtan, and even for that of Europe; 
an event which cupidity will retard as long as 
poſſible, but which it would be prudence to pre- 
pare for ; the French marine force, joined to that 


of the Dutch, has, by means of the Bay of Trin- 


quemale in the Iſland of Ceylon, moſt aſſuredly 


a deciſive ſuperiority in the Gulph of Bengal. 


* . 
FEW TA FI «'v G * c 


* 2) Skx. the een ſpeech of Mr. Burke in : the Houſe of 
Commons, on the iſt December 1 783. ' 


030 CERTAIN 4 has been received from India of as . 


tragical fate of General Matthews, his. officers and ſoldiers, 
Who ſo well merited their fate, that the friends of humanity 
can dan, pity them. | 
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The Engliſh fleet during the adverſe Monſoon 
is obliged to winter at Bombay on the oppoſite 


coaſt. We went formerly to the Iſle of France, 


whereas at preſent by remaining at Trinquemale, 


we ſhall winter in the Gulph itſelf ; and as ſoon 


as the ſea is open, all the eſtabliſhments in this 


gulph are at the mercy of our fleet, whoſe rivals 


cannot get there, till they have failed along all 
the weſtern coaſt of the Peninſula, and turned the 
Iſland of Ceylon. To obviate this dreadful i incon- 
venience, the Engliſh are attempting to form a 
port of this nature, upon one of the arms of the 
Ganges (4); but even when they have it, their 
fleet will always be inferior to the combined fleets 
HP - 22 | 75 3729 of» 
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public, even in Eoglayd,—The following are the particulars. 


Tat an or rather its moſt weſtern branch which the 
Engliſh call the river Hacgly, the only river frequented by 


European ſhips, has two entrances for large veſlels, between 


the banks of ſand that it collects. at its mouth. Three leagues 
below the road of Coulpi, a natural canal of ſeven or eight 
leagues in length detaches itſelf from this. tiver and commu- 
nicates with the ſea, The breadth of this canal is near a mile 


| at its fource, and two or three at its extremity, and is capable 
ol receiving the largeſt ſhips. This extremity where it diſem- 
bogues itſelf, is as eaſy, and much ſafer than the entrance of 


the Ganges itſelf, coming by the raad of Balaſor, and its en- 


trarice towards Coulpi, does not preſent any inconvenience. 
— — # | : It 
lt 
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ck France and Holland. This is an advantage of 4g 
the greateſt importance in caſe of a war, for which 
we are indebted to our alliance with Holland. The 


Cape is another. This place ſo eſſential for Hhips 


to put into, either in going to, or returning from 


India, is peculiarly: ſo to the Engliſh. We have 


indeed the Iſles of Bourbon, and the. Iſle of Fr ance. 


which the Cape ſupplies with corn. But how 
much more advantageous ir will be, if the Engliſh 


ſhould go to war, to be able to deprive, them of e 
the ſhelter of the Cape? Their ſhips will then be 5 


obliged to proceed directly to India; and thoſe 
which take the route of the canal of Moſambique, 
can only touch at Madagaſcar, and at Anjouan, 
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It is in a creek near this entrance, that the new port is ſituated, 
which the Englith intend to make the Portfmouth of India. The 
ſhipping will harbour there in perfect ſafety during the mon- 
ſoen, and may careen and refit with the greateſt eaſe. The 


works of this port were begun ſeveral years fince by a private 


perſon, the proprietor of the ſpot, by virtae of a charter ob- 
tained from the Governor General and Couneil of Bengal, 


afterwards annulled by the. ſame authority; bur at preſent it 
appears that the deſign is rene wed, and proſeeuted with vi⸗ 


gour. In reality, this canal flowing from the river Hoogly 
has been known for a long time by mariners, but it was fre 


quented only by the Indian coaſters, who called it the tiver 


| Baratbla, The Engliſh to whom it belongs, in virtue of 
conceſſions obtained by Lord Clive, give it the name of Ca. 
vel. race. Ste, Reports of the Houſe of Common. 
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which becomes very hazardous becauſe they may 
be intercepted there. 


n Do yon believe Sir, that after ſuch a long voy- 
age on the high ſeas, they will arrive with com - 
plete crews, and in a good condition to encounter 
the French and the Dutch? The French who, 
independent of the war of 17 56, which can only 
be compared to the difference between fickneſs and 
health, have always had the advantage over the 
Engliſh ſhip to ſhip ? The Dutch, whom an old 
1 rench abr: places at the head of military ſea- 
4 me n. , « If they are Engliſh, ſaid the F a, ma- 
0 riners of the fine age, (the age of Lewis XIV.) 
de we will beat them, and even if they are Dutch, 


5 ſtill we will beat them.“ 


Avp 3 in fat 5 the officers of the 
latter, who had never ſeen ſervice, dared to do 


i lately, when _y were n to fight (5). 
e Let 


mn eds : " * OY Py 1 * * 
* 8 9 —_— * 4 66 9 Rn 


He 9 Tus Eoglih who make it a principle to deſpiſe their 
enemies, but who met with ſevere treatment from them in 
the laſt war, particularly i in America, deſpiſed the Dutch more 
than any other when they attacked them. It was openly de- 
clared throughout England, that thoſe trading people, ener- 
vated by: a long peace, were become inſenſible to every ſpecies 


< % * 
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Let! it be added, that as much as our navy falls 
tort in the art of cruizing, and intercepting fleets 
of merchant ſhips, an art, which had we poſſeſſed, 


would have forced the Engliſh from the firſt cam- 


paign to have made peace; ſo much muſt the 
Dutch be ſuperiorly ſkilled in it, fince no mer- 
cantile people navigate the ſeas ſo much as they 
do. In this reſpect, their alliance with us muſt 
infinitely controul the Engliſh while they are de- 
termined to confider us as their natural enemies, 
to educate their children in thoſe horrid princi- 


y 


pies (9), and to W a nation, who as friends 


could 
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of glory, and totally incapable to refiſt the Engliſh, The 
ſquadron of the intrepid Zoutman cruelly undeceived them. 
They did not expect a victory to be gained by him, which 
reſembled that of Pyrrhus. Only a ſmall number of Engliſn- 
men, who diſdained theſe miſerable, national prejudices, had 
the ſpirit to admire Admiral Parker * having done juſtice to 
his brave enemies. 


(6) Ove royal and noble -navy think it infinitely beneath 
them to convoy our fleets of merchantmen. This is one of 
its moſt eſſential diſtinctions from the royal navy of England, 
which has this further advantage, that every citizen may be- 
come an officer in the ſervice, It 1s not ſufficient to have 
SUFFRENS, there muſt be officers to manage the ſailors, 


Tbe ſtrength of the Engliſh navy conſiſts in the corps of lieu: 


tenants; many of whom in time of peace cammand merchant- 
ES 13 —_— 
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could do every ching for their ala but who 
as enemies may cruſh them ſome time or other, 
becauſe the conteſt i is too diſ ſproportioned. 


* ; 
4 7 


Ar bn there ever was a political combination 
formidable to England, it muſt undoubtedly be 
our preſent alliapce with Holland. And why then 
does not Great Britain join in it? What prevents 
her erjoying all the advantages of it, and in con- 
cert with Spain, united to theſe powers, forcing 
all Europe to be at peace —ge this as it may, 
far from interfering i in the buſineſs of the Scheld, 
or uniting with the powers who would invade it; | 
the Engliſh will flatter themſelves with the hopes, 
that France will ruin herſelf by a continental war, 
and that ſhe may afterwards cruſh her at a ſmall 
expence. But, if upon the Emperor's firſt deciſive 
operation, the French troops ſhould ſeize upon the 

Auſtrian Netherlands, upon thoſe Netherlands 
| the adminiſtration of which i in the years 1747, and 
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men; and in general, they are.taken from the maſs a the wo.” 
ple. The well informed Evgliſh complain very much: that 
of late years, the command of their men of war is given thro? 
_ favour to inexperienced officers, and that their navy will very 
ſoon experience from it the oreateſt 1 inconveniencies, Be this 
as it may, the royal navy of England is deſtined to protect i its 
mercantile fleets, « and it does perform this ſervice eſſectually. 


1748; 
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1748, yielded forty three millions of livres: a year 
(7) independent of the militia, which Marſhal 
Saxe obliged them to furniſh, if I ſay, the French 


troops ſhould take poſſeſſion of thoſe provinces, 


and bar the entry into them againſt the immortal 
Joſeph ; and if another army. intrenched behind 
the Rhine, ſhould patiently lay wait for the Auſ- 
trian legions; this prince would probably have 
reaſon to repent of his precipitation; inſtead of 
which if France contents herſelf with keeping 
armies of obſervation on foot, ſhe will anticipate 
the expences of a war, without being engaged in 
one, and yet find herſelf forced into action after 
one or two campaigns, with. mary greater diſad- 
vantage. 8 


TRE cabinet of Verſailles then, has the ftrong- 
eſt motives to ſupport Holland with all its forces, 


The alliance of theſe two powers becomes a 


protection on the part of France. And in ſound 
policy, as well as morality, the ſtrong power ought 


to protect its weak neighbour, it is an act of juſ- 


(7) Sarg a very curious Memoir intitled, Doubts and Queſ: 
tions concerning the Treaty of Verſailles, between the King 
of France, and the Empreſs Queen of Hungary. London, | 
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tice, if the ſtrong is not its ally; it is only fulfilling 
a duty if it is its friend. —But it is high time to 
take a view of the accumulated affertions and-ob- 
jections thrown out with ſo much bitterneſs 
_ againſt the Dutch, and above all by the author 
of the Political, and Civil Annals of Europe, cc. 
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LETTER III. 
5 Projicit ampullas & {eſanipeaalia verba. 


| Examination of No. 88 and 89 of the PoLtTtcat, Au- 
NALS, Sc. and of ſome other POO on the 
po yay of the N58 | 


OST aſſuredly it requires great fortitude 


ing the circumſtances of it, not an unintereſting 
diſcuſſion, to the examination of a pamphlet, every 
page of which proves, to any man who has 


travelled, conſulted foreigners, opened any books, 


or only caſt his eyes on the geographical charts, 
that the author of the Annals does not poſleſs 
even the moſt ſlender preliminary knowledge, 
vithout which it is impoſſible to write upon the 
| * 
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queſtion concerning the Freedom of the Scheld. 
Let us have this neceſſary courage, for the cauſe 
of the Dutch amply merits it ; and let us endea- 
tour to enliven at leaſt, by particulars, a criti- 
ciſm. which of itſelf would be too tireſome. It 
would be very difficult for me to follow M. Lin- 
guet's plan ſtep by ſtep, ſince my weak under- 
ſtanding cannot even gueſs at it. This indefati- 
gable writer, accuſtomed for a long time to diſ- 
dain all connection of ideas, ſeems to be more 
employed about that of chapters. With diviſions 
and ſubdiviſions, and paragraphs, he ſketches, he 
builds, and he props up a ſyſtem, and if the 
work in other reſpects is deſtitude of method, this 
defect, a trifling one without doubt in a man of 
genius, is amply compenſated by the aſtoniſhing 
_ grandeur of the expreſſions, and the incompar- 
able richneſs of the metaphors, Let us ſee, how- 
eyer, with what facts, and with what arguments. 
M. Linguet ſupports the terrible denunciations, 
that in his wrath, he pronounces againſt the 


| Dutch, 


| Taki I have proved, Sir, in my firſt letter, 
that neither the law of nature, ſo foreign to the 
actual fate of affairs, and the very name of which 
the author of the Theory of Civil Law ought not to 
have * x to pronounce ; nor the poſitive 
| aW 
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law (8), which was never more evident, nor more 
inconteſtible than in the cauſe of the Dutch ; nor 
Political neceſſity, which dictates their reſiſtance 
too clearly, can be brought in evidence in acer 
of the * 


3 


' Inns I have ſhewn in | my Teblinlt letter, that 
the claim of the Freedom of the Scheld is a medi- 
tated plan, a plot which has been hatched long 

ſince, and which threatens the repoſe, the conſti- 
tution, and even the liberties of Europe, 1 
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To theſe arguments which M. Linguet has not. 

foreſeen, to facts which he himſelf does not call 
in gueſtion, what does bis pompous manifeſto, 
oppole ? | 


[8 * & are 
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Ar laſt, the fatal fignal has made the borders of 
the Scheld reſound, the Emperor's miniſters had 
declared, that the firſt gun that ſhould be fired, 
would be conſidered by his Majeſty as a declara- 
tion of war ; the Dutch have not only fired a ſingle 
gun, but a broadſide, Tn this commencement of 
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(8) Ir would be difficult to diſcuſs the rights of the Dutch in 
this reſpect, in a more nervous and ſenfible manner than it has 
been done in the ſupplements to the Leyden Co" No. ci, 

Cit, ke. R efefions on the Vier enna antun. | | 
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50 5 Iities none Wer ? - wounded but a baſi-vi ol. and a for- 
th, 1 2 pot (9). 10 1 the river Was not 7 2555 
bs to be conf Hye as an outrage to 6 ce bopereign 
„% whom it braves, and to the people whom it 
t ſubjects to an act of injuſtice. If ever a ſo- 
cc, vercign was excuſable for appealing to his 
« ſword, ſo, in my opinion, is is the deliverer of the 
& Scheld (1)? 


Tux e Netherlands are not the only 
* countries in Europe, that preſent tokens of 
& decay to attentive trayellers, A part of Ger- 
6 many, Spain, and above all Italy, at every ſtep. 
T* Excites A COMPASSIONATE ADMIRATION . 


8 Tulsi is not the caſe in the provinces watered 
1 by the Lys, the Dender, and the Scheld. It is 
6c true, they do not any longer exhibit the face 
& of their ancient proſperity, neither do they ſherw 
thoſe ſymptoms of a me 9 which would * 
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(1) Annales Politig, No. 88. p. 444. 
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8 6 Lov, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
I 
cc 


cc 


Freedom. of the Scheld. 4 93 | 


c ' Louvain, Ghent, Bruges,. Ape are no 


longer thoſe prodigies of population, which ab 
moſt realiſed the fables of the poets:;. theſe 5 


cities with their hundred gates, each of which 


produced an army; yet, neither are 905 W 


to an heap of ruins.“ 


6, Ir is 8 chroughout this en 


that ſome invincible obſtacle oppoſes in a ſoil 


ſo. well diſpoſed, and amongſt a people ſo well 
organiſed) the. good that nature wiſhes to. do 
there to mankind ; and the ardent defire of the 
inhabitants to ſecond the. views op nature in their 


behalf H. 175 


—. TO THE bACT. or, cc the 3 
porridge pot, and baſs-viol — the mitigated 
violence, and compaſſionate admiration the 
lethargy that would explain the eclipſe; and 
the cities with an hundred gates, each of which 
produced an army, may be ſtrokes of eloquence, 
or, they may alſo be downright nonſenſe, at all 
events they prove nothing. Let us ſearch then 
for facts, which . N can ſupport Fo 
reaſoning.” 
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L Bur it is princi pally when we arrive at the 


gates of Antwerp; at the canal of the Scheld, 
* which bathes its walls, that the ſuppoſition of 


this d:firaftive obftacle becomes neceſſary. Till 
e you arrive there, all is fecundity in its higheſt 
6 magnificence ; and riches in all their pomp; it 


4% is an univerſal conteſt between labour and in- 

4 duſtry, to people, to vivify every thing. Leap 

but over a ſingle wall, —and all is filent as deatb- 
& the banks of the fineſt river in Europe are flruck with 


6 Fw Jame aridity as the Deſerts of Ar avia ( 5) - 


17 HE Scheld, « that ſuperb and majgſic river, | 
the fineſt in Europe, as M. Linguet calls it, who 
probably does not know neither the Tagus, nor 
the Guadalquivir, nor the Ebro, nor the Garonne, 
nor the Loire, nor even the Meuſe in Holland ; 
and who does not recollect that there is a Thames; 
this Scheld is a river full of mud, which runs be⸗ 
tween turf banks and wooden piles, and is border- 
ed with ſlime and coarſe graſs. The whole courſe 
of its two branches, within the extent of the 
Dutch tertitories, has been formed by the hands 
of Dutchmen, fo that independant of every treaty, 
the * ovght, in the name of the law of na- 


-, 
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ture, which has been ſo often quoted in this de- 


bate, to belong to thoſe who made it for them- 


ſelves alone, as they formerly did the provinces 
of Holland and Frizeland (6). Its tivo banks, 


which far from being fruck with aridity, are inceſt” 


* 
* 


ſantly expoſed to inundations; theſe two banks 
are the produce of ages of uninterrupted labour, 
renewed daily. Without the Dutch dykes, the 
moſt admirable monuments of human induſtry and 
patience, the Scheld, be windings of which are 
are hardly perceptible, would not flow beyond 
Antwerp. Its ſtagnated waters ſcattered at ha- 
zard, would form only ſhallow lakes, or immenſe 
marſhes, inacceſſible to ſhips, and perhaps to every 
kind of navigation. Its mouths would be more 
uſeleſs to commerce than thoſe of the Po, whoſe 


current leſs ſerpentine and more rapid, clears at 


| leaſt, its diverſe entries into the ſea, 


Ax the Dutch have not only formed the courſe | 
of the two branches of the Scheld ; they have not 


(6) Tuts is an expreffion of Mato” —Holland nd. | 
PFrtzeland were not yet made. — They were for the moſt part 

lands buried under water, which art rendered at Jaſt fit for the 
hubitations of men. | 
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only kept them up from Fort St. Anne to the ſea,, . 


but without their great attention, the canals as 
well as the entrances to this river would be im- 


practicable for veſſels of a certain burthen; beſides 
which numerous ſea marks, and buoys floating 
along its banks, and fires kept at all the moſt 
dangerous and remarkable points ; all at the e 
pence of the ſtates, indicate night and day, the 
courſe that ſhips ought to ſteer. The Emperor de- 


mands a free and unlimited navigation, he will 


have the Scheld opened to him, and he does not 
offer even to contribute his quota towards the ex- 


pences of buoys, ſea marks, light-houſes and above 


all to keep up the dykes. . Lewis XIV. in all his 
intoxications of power and glory, never dictated 


laws in a more imperious ſtile. c In vain does 


& the Scheld ebb and flow twice a day, as it were 
ce to render its preſence more acceptable, and its 


* docility more ſeducing. In vain it ſolicits at 
& at the feet of its ramparts, which it cheriſhes 

4 and would enrich, thoſe convoys and thoſe ex- 
e peditions which made its glory and their opu- 
, lence, A mournful taciturnity is all the 


& anſwer ſhe could make; inſtead of thoſe bril- 
te liant fleets which procured her the grateful ac- 


4  knowledgements of all Europe, the now only 


& carries. 
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c carries to ſea, only the opprobrium of her impa- 


cc tency and the humiliation of her inutility (7). 


I ENO ſeveral honeſt folks who admire this 


figure, and I have already ſeen it quoted in ſome 


of thoſe papers which periodically inſtruct the uni- 


verſe. With all my ſoul, I pardon its admirers, 
for fince the choice abſurdities of Maſcarille, in 
reality, I have never read any thing more admira- 
ble than the tempting docility, and the palpable preſence, 
and the opprobrium of impotency, or the humiliation of 
inutility. The Scheld and the mournful taciturnity, the 
only anſwer it can maße. May M. Linguet for the 
honour, of the French language, long enjoy the 
exclufive privilege of ſuch admiration ! 


| Qui Baviam NON ODIT, AMET TUA CARMINA, 
M zv1. | 


Bur Sancho would ſay, compariſon is not argu- 


ment. The brilliant fleets go to Fluſhing and Middle- 


burgh ; where then are the opprobrinm and humilia- 


tion for the muddy waters of the ſaperb Scheld ? 


 « Upon this throne (the people of Brabant are 
«© made to ſay) the ſhade of which has hitherto 


2 * 6 * 8 


(7) Ibid. | ; 
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e been only fatal; Providence hath placed a 
« prince, equitable, and firm, as well as en- 
e lightened; extending his views as well as his 
„ power, from the borders of the Adriatic Sea, to 
cc thoſe of the Germanic ocean; he has bluſhed to 
c ſee one of his fineſt poſſeſſions entangled in a 
. deſtructive net, of which he is himſelf obliged 
55 to be we conſervator and . ö 


M. Aber forgets the Black Sea, to which . 
the Emperor, by extending his views, as well as his 
equity, has opened to himſelf the ſeven mouths of 
the Danube, a river very differently majeſtic and 
fuperb, from the Scheld. It is true, that this na- 
vigation is of no uſe for the hade of the throne of his 
Imperial Majeſty, which ſeems to have more mo- 
tion, than fize in its head. It 15 even probable, that 
' notwithſtanding M. Linguet's prophecy, which 
requires no more than eight days to overthrow the 
Ottoman empire (9); the Turks before ten years 
are expired, may exclude the Auſnan power from 
this navigation for ever. 


(5) IS 1D. p. 451, 452. 

(9) Eight days and a wiftory may introduce into the ls, 
a regimen entirely new, and exhibit a woman triumphant within 
thoſe walls, where none of her ſex ever * enced any other lot 


but lavery. No. 89. p. 10. 4 
ur 
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Ld TY is it the fame thing, with reſpect to the 


« 2 of death pronounced againſt the Scheld ? 
4 Could it at any time be looked upon as the 


“ price of pretended. obligations t. to the ſovereigns 


66 f this river?“ 


3 1 Wuar! than he may not appear 1 
© to the united provinces, muſt the Count of 
& Flanders, the Duke of Brabant be, to the end 
c of the world, the gaoler of his ſubjefts, the ſpoiler 
« of his dominions ! the complaiſant executor of a po- 
4c Jitical arref, ruinous to himſelf—he ſervile bearer 
6c of a lettre de-cachet expedited by Holland, under the 
« name of obligation, in contempt of the rights 
& of nature and of ſociety, muſt he hold his own 
c domains in chains, and put the fineſt river in 


« Europe in the Baſtile (1)? 


ba) 


I rzaDILY comprehend why this very fine ſtyle 
is ſo much admired by many readers. But I, 
| who do not poſſeſs a fine ſtyle, and who am oblig- 
ed to underſtand what I read, and what I write, 
find very great difficulty in comprehending this, 


Pacz 436, the Scheld falls into a lethargy : 
pe 450, it is impotent; p. 461, ſentence of death 


FEE. 


— — ——_— 
o 


— 2 ͤ— 


(i) Into, p. 461, 462. 
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7 


is pronounced againſt it; p. 462, this ſentence is 
commured for a lettre de-cachet, and the fineſt 
river in Europe is put into the Baſtile ; p. 488, it 


has been mutilated ( 273 p. 500, they want to 


bring to life again its dead carcaſe, its benumbed 
ſkeleton (from whence it follows that the Scheld 
died in the Baſtite, an event which I believe never 


happened to any river before (3). Fortunately, 
at p. 7, of the following volume, this pacific and 


benevolent river riſes again, to be metamorphoſed into 
a nam pin e ak its forms over all Europe. 


Txs x, without doubt are mg fernt meta- 


| phors, but after all, what is this Scheld, condemn- 


ed to die, then firuck with a lettre de-cachet, then in 
the Baſtile, then impotent, then mutilated, then dead, 


then @ corpſe, then raiſed from the ead, and then 


a volcano; without reckoning a thouſand other 


lh. i —. ——_—_— 


** * PO 


** 


— — 


| (2) ir thoſe animals whom their covetous owners will 


not ſuffer to be taken from their ſtuds, till FP have as 


in them the en of fecundity. 


(3 =" PI limited-the revivification may be of thi, : 
ce ſteleton, fo long Benumbed by captivity, how flow ſoever the 


- «© progreſs may be, ſtill it will be more honourable for its maſ- 


« ter K an animated Avon than a corpſe.” Page 500. 
; meta- 


Freedom of the Scheld. 101 


metamorphoſes? This Scheld of M. Linguet does 
not unaptly reſemble the Proteus of the Georgics. 


Omnia transformat ſeſe in miracula rerum, 
Ignemque, harribilemque feram, fluviumque liquentem. 


Bur in the name of common ſenſe, what do all 
theſe figures heaped upon one another, or rather 
this incoherent ſtuff prove, admitting it to be leſs 
_ ridiculous than it is? How can the diminution of 

the commerce of the Catholic low-countries fince 
the 15th and 16th centuries, be attributed to the 
-interdiction of the Scheld? What! was it not the 
religious deſpotiſm and the finance ordinances of 
the Spaniſh branch of the houſe Auſtria, — was it 
not its inquiſitors and hangmen, its guards and 
cuſtom- houſe officers, its religious and civil wars, 
that obliged commerce and induſtry to fly from 
theſe countries? Or, is it, becauſe the Dutch go- 
vern a part of the Scheld which belongs ta them, 
that London has received ſuch a number of manu- 
facturers and workmen, natives of Ghent, Bruges, 
Mechlin, and Tirlement (4). 


hk th nl 6 
2 — 


(4) Tus three laſt named cities, amongſt others, whoſe 
decay was prior to that of Bruges and Antwerp, in the fours 
teenth century were crowded with weavers and drapers, 
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12 Doubts concerning the 


ls it not rather owing to the Engliſh, the Dutch, 


and the French taking advantage of the misfor- 
tunes of the Catholic low-countries to eſtabliſh 


commercial markets for manufactures and works 
of art, which had been diſperſed, deſtroyed, and 
annihilated by a brutal and ſenſeleſs government, 


that thoſe countries have not recovered their form- 
er proſperity ? Is it not above all owing to the inſo- 


lence and avidity of the Auſtrian directors of the 
revenue, who frighten away commerce ? Will the 
trade which Germany, and all the Northern coun- 


tries of Europe carry on with Holland ; or even 
that of a great many provinces of France, when 


the canal of Picardy ſhall be finiſhed, have any 


. -Qther vent than by the low- countries? Could it 
go in ſearch of another much longer route in the 
ports of the channel, without being ſubject to a 


great number of reſtrictions, and excluſive privi- 
leges, with which a tyrannical and rigid finance 
adminiſtration would load it? Let us add the ex- 


tortions of France ( 5), for the war of prohibitions 


is always reciprocal, And is it the Freedom of 


the Scheld, or the freedom of thought, that is of 


— "Da > t,t Bet "B&G, Lens . > * ray St 
ky 7 Sx * 64 ow 4 2 * Lg * „ 4 2 9 1 ae _ . þ 


(5) An hundred crowns are exacted from every Auſtrian 


boat that paſſes by Cont to get at N and the reſt-of 


Flanders, 
the 


Freedom the Scheld. | 103 


the greateſt conſequence to the trade in books, for 
which the low-countries are ſo happily fituated ? 
Is it the war with which the Emperor threatens 
Holland, or his terrible edi& againſt libels, that 
will make that branch of commerce flouriſh ? The 
cities of Luxemburgh and Namur ſupported by 
the ſcanty expenditure of their garriſons; Louvain 


peopled only with ſtudents and profeſſors (6). 


Mlechlin, whoſe inhabitants are all attornies, or 
judges ; Mons, Tournay, Ypres, Ghent, Bruges, 
formerly ſo powerful and rich, but at preſent ſo 
poor and deſerted ; do all theſe cities expect pro- 
ſperity from the Freedom of the Scheld ? Does not 
the opulence of Bruges, Ghent, Courtray, Menin, 
Ypres, Furnes, Aloſt, Tournay, and of all Flan- 
ders, a much finer province than Brabant, depend 


more upon the improvement and ſafety of the 
harbour of Oſtend, than upon the navigation of 
the Scheld being granted to the people of Ant- 


werp. You talk of the proſperity of Holland, 
and becauſe you envy her, you calumniate her, — 

Well! but is it not in her valour, in her economy, 
in her induſtry, in her diſtant navigations, in her 


%” a” 9 \ & = \ rs. 1 wi. i; En eb fu OT O ITY — '” TY * - — A. ns 2. 
" - 


(6) Ir is remarkable enough, canſidering this circumſtance, 
that the chair of the profeſſor of civil law in the n, of 
Louvain has been vacant upwards of three years. 
| Memoires Hi iſtoriques des Non bas Autricbiens. Tom. ii. p. 204. 
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104 Doabis concerning the 
well managed fiſheries, in her opulent colonies, in , 
her great attention to preſerve peace (7); in fine, 
is it not, above all, in her liberty, rather than in 
ſhutting up the Scheld, that Holland has found 
the ſources of her proſperity ? Was the navigation 
of the Scheld forbidden, when the Dutch accom- 
pliſhed a revolution, and obliged Spain to ſign an 


— 2 — 


(7) Jonx pz Wir. (Mem. part ij. chap. 2.) ſays, one 
need only to read the Regiſter of the Admiralty of Amſterdam, 
and of the other cities to be convinced, that fince our peace with 
Spain, our commerce and navigation have increaſed one half. It 
is very aſtoniſhing that this paſſage ſhould be quoted to prove 
that the proſperity of Holland was owing to. ſhutting up the 
Scheld. Read chapters 4, 5, 6, and 7, of theſe Memoirs; and 
you will find what an immenſe commerce Holland carried on 
at the beginning of the ſeventeenth century; it is more than 
doubtful whether ſhe tranſacts ſo much at preſent. That city, 
ſays the ſame great man, ſpeaking of Antwerp as it was in 
the fifteenth century, the greateſt commercial city that ever exiſted 
in the world: that city, nevertheleſs, as ⁊vell as all the other cities 
of Brabant and Flanders, were too diſtant, and by: no means con. 


wenient for eſtabliſhing the cod and herring fiſheries, or to carry on 


that branch of commerce with ſo much advantage as in Holland. 
Chap. 8. This is an anſwer amongſt a thouſand others, to 
thoſe who pretend that the Dutch refuſe the navigation of the 
Scheld to the Emperor, becauſe the proſperity of Amſterdam 
will be at an end, if the people of Antwerp can traverſe Zea- 
land.—Controwerſy upon the liberty of the Scheld, and the 
effects which may reſult from ity. between M. R. ** and 
M. De ** London 3581, p. 24. 


WW; | | _— 


Frtedom of the Seheld. 1035 
eternal condemnation of its tyranny, by acknow-- 
ledging the independence of its former fubje&ts— 
revolted—and a . in all 2 1 the globe? 


e ye who envy the Hollanders! 
why would you not be free! will you not yet 
be fo ! why do you not free yourſely 
ſet your rivers free! and if you will not, how are 
you be jealous of a free people! 5 


SHAKE OFF THE YOKE, this is the proper grati- 
| tude which the Auſtrian low-countries owe to the 
authority of a ſingle man, for numberleſs extor- 
tions and outrages, of which the Flemings, above 
all other people, ought to preſerve remembrance;— 
extortions which tht ravages of all thoſe wars that 
their country has been the theatre of, and in which 
they had no other intereſt but that of belonging ta 
far diſtant maſters, have highly aggravated! 
As for the gratitude which M. Linguet requires 
from the Dutch, for the double intervention of the 
Hbouſe of Auſtria in the year 1672, upon the famous in- 
vgn of Lewis XIV. without which, ſays he, the 
republic would have diſappeared from the face of the 
earth; JI anſwer clearly, the fact is falſe. The 
Elector of Brandenburgh alone acted in favour of 
the Dutch, in that dreadful ſtruggle of the two 
| ED firſt 


« 


166 Doubts concerning ub 
firſt powers of Europe againſt the republic whoſe 


Adeſtruction they had ſworn. The houſe of Auſ- 


tria gave itſeli little or no concern about the ſafety 


of Holland. Since it is become neceſſary to in- 


ſtruct M. Lioguet, we will quote for him (amongſt 
many others) the authority of the King of Pruſſia. 
This prince ſays, ſpeaking of the war of 1672. 
6 The ſucceſſes of Lewis XIV. encouraged his 
& ambition, and the terror of his arms kept the 
ic two houſes of Auſtria in a ſtate of. inaction.— 
% The Emperor who had quietly ſeen Holland ſubdued, 
was rouſed when the ſafe · guards of the empire 
« were at ſtake, he broke with France, and it 
« was perhaps the only war, in which the houſe 
« of Auſtria has engaged for the defence of Ger- 
te many (8).” We will alſo quote the authority 


of the Hiſiorical and Political Memoirs of the Auſtrian 


Netherlands. Theſe memoirs, compoſed by order 


of the Emperor, have been printed at Bruſſels in 


the courſe of this year (9); and what is very re- 
markable, by the way, 1s, that great pains are 


taken in them, to prove his Imperial Majeſty's right 
* the hs . of * (1) and to Dunkirk, 


—— — * 


* * 
9 — ties. + hag * ” =_ - — — 


(6) Memoirs for the Hiſlory « of Brandenburg Fane i. 


: „ 84. edit. 1754. 


WO I WRITE this at the end = December, 1784. 
WR Memoires Hiſtoriques, &c. Tom. ii. chap. 4. 


* 
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of which it is therein ſaid, Joszen II. alone ought 
to have the diſpoſal (2). Theſe memoirs which 
8 e will 


* 4 * 1 2 K * 


(2) IAI. tom. i. p. 94. It is very ſtrange, that in defiance 
of ſuch a well knowa truth, the Emperor's writer ſays, p. 159. 
*, The Dutch loſing ſight of every thing which they owe to 
\ | © the houſe of Auſtria, '*wvhich had preſerved.them from total an- 
&© nhilation in 1672. This uſeful and well compoſed work, is 
in! other reſpects both partial and inaccurate. Let us quote 
ſome ſuccin& proof of this: the author, as might be ex - 
| pected, is no friend to the King of Pruſſia. The ſudden' 
and monſtrous growth of the houſe of Brandenburgh favored, 
he ſays, by the ſiniſter policy of the Britiſh miniftry, had al- 
ready deranged and overſet the political ſyſtem of Europe. 
This evidently means, that the eſtabliſhment of an equili- 
brium of power in Germany is a monſtrous thing, and that 
the political ſyſtem of Europe cannot be reſtored but by the⸗ 
houſe of Brandenburgh refraining from all controul over that 
of Auſtria, and ſuffering it to keep the empire in ſubmiſſion. 
Page 206. Their Imperial Majeſties, the father and mo- 
<< ther of the preſent Emperor, uſually conſulted delicacy of 
6 ſentiments rather than the conditions of treaties.” Art. i. 
chap. iv. of the ſecond volume, has for its object, the efia- 
bli/hment of the claim of his Imperial Majefly to the Dutchy of 
Burgundy, This claim bears date in the reign of Lewis XI. 
who after the death of Charles the Bold, ** ſeized on the 
6+ Dutchy of Burgundy, under the pretext, that this province 
10 having been given in appendage to Philip of France, fur- 
„ named the Bold, ſon of King John, it reverted in full right 
to that crown, for want of heirs male,” It appears to me, 
and I think it will be evident to all honeſt writers; that this 
3 8 preteat 
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will not be accuſed of partiality againſt the Em- 


7 206 kt _— « that the Count de Monterey, 
| TO Governor 


———_—____ 


1 
—— 


pretext was the beft founded title imaginable, - In a word, as 
a mere matter of curioſity, we wiſh the Emperor's writer would 
xecolle&,: that the chamber of accounts of Blois preſerve with 
reſpe& ta its juriſdiction, certain claims to all the domains, 
which formerly belonged to the counts of Blois, of the houſe 
of Orleans, even to thoſe belonging to princes who have been 
deprived of them by ſuperior force, ſuch, for inſtance, as che 
Milaneſe and other territories in Italy, which of right belong 
to the houſe of Orleans, of which houſe was Lewis XII. Ir 
is on account of this claim, that the chamber of accounts of 
Blois ſend a deputation once in twenty-eight years, to make 
2 declaration thereof upon the frontiers of Italy. See Dic- 
nonaire Univ. de la France, par M. Robert de Hefſeln, tom. i. 
p. 47 5-— This ſeems to me to be a little more poſitive than the 
Emperor's claim to Burgundy, yet for my part, I would wil- 
* b the one for the other. | 


3 * is N ae the Emperor s writer, tom. 7. 
p-. 93+ that no mention was made of Dunkirk in the treaty 
of the Pyrenees. This city, after it had been taken by the 
« French in 1651, was delivered. up to the Engliſh by virtue 
s of a treaty between Lewis XIV. and Cromwel the Uſurper 

e of the Britiſh crown. They kept it till 1662, when Charles 
„II. ſold it to France for 5,000,000 livres. The French have 
een in poſſeſſion of it ever ſince, without its having ever been 
& ceded to them by the houſe of * abbich * the fole right 


4 R f * 
_ Ws 


Freedom of the Scheld. 409 


0 „ of the Lorv- Countries, was the firſt 
= perjou without" the concurrence * the council of Spain, 
{06 wry 


- F 
CO _— - Ro _— — — 


Ws. ſhall obſerve, notwithſtanding this ſharp deciſion, that 
the treaty of the Pyrenees is dated in 1659. The city of Dun- 
| Kirk was conquered from the Spaniards by the French in 1646, 
under the command of the great Conde then Duke d'Enghien ; 
it was retaken in 1651, by the Spaniards; recovered in 1658, 
by the French under Viſcount Turenne, and delivered up to 
the Engliſh; it was in their hands at the time of the treaty 
of the Pyrenees, and they afterwards fold it to France, with- 
out any oppoſition on the part of Spain. A ſhort time after 
this, the Dutch guaranteed the poſſeſſion of it to that nation, 
in defiance of Spain, which contented itſelf with negociating, 
and has not fince claimed it. Have we not then a right to 
conclude that ſhe has renounced Dunkirx? 


In fine, the new writer, M. Linguet, who enters the liſts 
in favor of the Emperor, ſays, in No. 89, page 51, of the 
Annales Politigues.—“ And Lorrain, that true patrimony of 
«* the houſe of Auſtria regenerated—do not we (the French) 
ie poſſeſs it? Could we think of relinquiſhing it in exchange 
for Tuſcany, independent of their value being equal, Fran- 
« cis yielded to us the cradle of his family, the territory that 
«© js the repoſitory of the aſhes of his anceſtors, and we gave 
e yp to him only a domain that was foreign to us both.“ — 
Without doubt, if conveniency alone is conſulted, which ſeems 
to be the fundamental maxim of the Emperor's politics, Tuſ- 
cany is not an equivalent; but in every other reſJe&t Tuſcany 
is much more valuable than Loraine, even with the addition of 
aſhes of the Dukes o Loraine. Nene M. Linguet has far - 


Sor, 
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obo e the United Provinces. He ſent them 
«a corps of about ten thouſand men, and this im- 
& portant ſuccourcontributed effectually topreſerve 
& them from total deſtruction.”—Obſerve, that 
there is not the leaſt ſhadow of truth in the laſt al- 
legation. The United Provinces owed their ſafety 
to their courage, to the ſeaſon of the year, to the 
inundations, and tothe preſumption of Lewis XIV. 
« Sometime after,” that is to ſay, when the dan- 
« ger was over, the Emperor Leopold put his 
«troops in motion.” Thus, without noticing 
the abſurdity of exacting from the Dutch ſo dan- 
gerous a teſtimony of gratitude, for a political 
ſervice dated a century paſt, one may venture to 
pronounce even from the very facts related by the 
Emperor's writer, whoſe motto ſeems to be, the 
Nec METAS RERUM, NEC TEMPORA PONO, 
of Jupiter, that the United Provinces do not owe 
any gratitude to the German branch of the houſe 
of Auſtria; every impartial reader will have al- 
ready aſked himſelf the queſtion, whether Joszea II. 
can ſay as much with reſpe& to Holland. And 


— 


got, or, he never knew, that beſides Tuſcany, the Emperor 
muſt reſtore eleven millions of crowns, for the debts contracts 
by the houſe of Lorraine, and for the penfion of four millions 
and a half paid to the preſent Emperor's ” for four years, 
R. took poſſeſſion of Tuſcany. * | | 
1 | e how 
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& how if it had pleaſed theſe republicans puffed 
« up with pride, from ſucceſs, inſtead of the 
&« ſtagnation of the Scheld, and the ruin of the 
cc jnhabitants on its banks; to have demanded 
ce the ſterility of the adjacent countries, as well as 
cc that of their river; if it had come into their 
cc heads ſo order the inhabitants of Brabant, like thoſe . 
„ the Molluccas, to let their lands lie fallow, as well 
& as the vaſt canal whoſe border they inhabit, 
ce and that the weak Philip IV. had ſubmitted to 
© this farther vexation: the motion of a plough, 
« in the diſtricts, firuck with this anathema, would 
© have been an aſſault in the eyes of the Dutch, 

bc and they would have made as much noiſe about 
ec the opening of a furrow, as they have done 
ce with ſo much eclat and juſtice about the paſ- 
« ſage of a boat.” ; | | 


Tre hinds on the banks of the imperial 
Scheld, are, without contradiction, in the number: 
of the richeſt peaſants, and of thoſe who cultivate 
the moſt fertile lands in Europe, as M. Linguet 
himſelf acknowledges. The lands in the provinces 
of Flanders, ſays one of the moſt zealous partizans 
for the Freedony of the Scheld, are infinitely more 


r 


* 


(3) Frs. pages 462, 463, 


Aouriſ R 
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4 flouriſhing than they were in. the fourteenth and Gees 


centuries; the boaſted era of their manufactures (4). 

The flagnation of the Scheld, the deprivation of 
foreign commerce is then a misfortune, which 
theſe provinces have not felt, and their circuit is 
not (ang with a very formidable anathema. 


As to the „ Bs the * 
tiſm of the Dutch, relative to the navigation of 
the Scheld, we have ſeen in our firſt letter, that 
the interdiction of this river was more the work of 
the maſters of Antwerp, than of Holland. This 


ſtipulation far from being ſuggeſted by deſpotiſm, 
' was an act of moderation and clemency, for the 


Dutch at the treaty of Munſter, might have dic- 
tated the ſevereſt terms, and even have retained 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, or have continued the 
war; it was only terminated under the moſt ſolemn 
engagements, guaranteed by almoſt all Europe, 
that the navigation of the Scheld, from Antwerp 


_— — * W n 


(4) St Controverfies on the Freedom F the Scheld, Sc. Se. 
The ſame author lays, p- 2 t. that, by the attention of Colbert, 
France reckoned up in 1661, forty four thouſand æuoollen looms: 
he adds with reaſon, p. 24. That ſhe is not ſo populous at pres 


ent, as ſbe was before the eftabliſhment of manufaFures. Once 


more then, is it not at leaſt very doubtful,” if the proſperity of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands depends upon the Freedom of the 


| Sokeld 2 M 
” to 
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to the ſea, ſhould be ſhut up from all hes ex- | 


cept the owners of its embouchures ; 3 there ate. * 


few _ 5 ag better bh ( 5) 


Bor, ſuppoſe M. Linguet, who is fo affected 
with the hard fate of the Molluccas and of their 
fallow lands, ſhould by chance have imagined that 
nutmegs and cloves grow like potatoes? I really 
ſuſpect that he thinks ſo. In the mean time, till 
he is better informed, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
the inhabitants of the Molluccas pay a tribute 
either in fruit, or the leaves of their trees, and 
cultivate their lands'as they like, and as they 
can, ſo that theſe lands do not lie faliow owing to 
the Dutch. 


Putt farther obſerve, that if he would take 
the trouble to inform himſelf, inſtead of heaping 
up common place reports, he would not repeat 
all thoſe declamations upon flavery invented by 
the Dutch, to ſecure to themſelves the petty ſove- 
reigns of the Eaſtern Archipelago. The Dutch 
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* 


() In a word, it is not eaſy to comprehend, what could 
give M. Linguet a right, in the queſtion concerning the 
Scheld, to ſay, p. 493 That Jydor, 7. ernate, and Ceylon _s 
elimates proper for the propagation of aromatics, but riot 4 that 


ef reaſon, or of mazims of ſound policy: 
+ | not 
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not only are not the authors of that ſlavery, as 
ignorance ſuppoſes them to be, but they have 
ſoftened that which they found eſtabliſned. The 
Portugueſe who diſcovered the Indies, traded 

with them like conquerors, as the Engliſh have 
done ſince their territorial acquiſitions. All the 
ſevere laws impoſed upon the princes of India by 
the Dutch, the Portugueſe, from-whom the Dutch 
conquered thoſe iſlands, had eſtabliſhed "before 
their time (6). | 


Bur 0 all, I ſhall principally remark, what 
has eſcaped the. notice of others, but which is the 
real truth; that the Dutch, ſince they were freed 
from the Spaniſh yoke, have owed the proſperity 
of their country to their fiſheries, principally to that 
of herfings, more than to their general coaſting 
trade, or to the commerce of Japan and the Spice 
Hands, with which they have been ſo much re- 
proached. The Engliſh have always viewed their 
fiſheries with a jealous eye. The famous Sir 
Walter Raleigh, in a memoir preſented by him 
to James I. (7) in 1618, tells that prince, that the 


** 8 


N 18 


(6) Ser the Voyage of Franc Pirard de Ia 7 alto the Zo 


7 1 Maldives, Moluccas, c. 


| (7) SEE a book intitled, The Wealth 45 Great E Bricain in the 
* * in the year 1749, p. 17, &c. 
Dutch 
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Dutch employ every year, on the coaſts of Eng- 
land, Scotland and Ireland (8) three thouſand 
veſſels, and fifty thouſand men ; that theſe three. 
thouſand veſſels employ near nine thouſand others, 
and fifty thouſand more men by ſea and land, either 
in the equipment, or victualling of the ſhips, or 
. in curing, and tranſporting the fiſh to foreign coun- 
tries, and bringing home merchandiſe in return, 
* This,” ſays Raleigh, © is what enables the Dutch 
© to build a thouſand ſhips in a year, without a 
5 ſingle tree in their country, and without articles 
cc to load an hundred: notwithſtanding which 
« they are in poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand veſſels, 
cc and all employed.” Raleigh valued the annu- 
al ſale of the Dutch herrings in the different 
countries of Europe, at two million, fix hundred 
and fifty nine thouſand N ſterling (9). 


Dx. Benjamin Worſley, ſecretary to the Board 
of Trade and Plantations long after the calcula- 


SY 
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(8) Taz Dutch and the Engliſh at preſent fil for tutbot on 
the ſame banks, at a ſmall diſtance from the coaſts gf England : 
but the Dutch are ſo conſtantly ſucceſsful, thafirs they who 
ſupply the London markets. Such a contin cect looks 


very much like ſuperior Kill. 
pl 


(0) Turs momole'was quored by the Penfionary De Wit in 
his Political Maxims in md 


. RL — 
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tion of Raleigh, eſtimated the ſame fiſhery at three” 


millions ſterling. He computed that its produce 
ſurpaſſed that of all the manufactures and commo- 

dities in England : of all the manufactures in 
France, and of the annual returns in filyer brought 
home to Spain by the galleons. De Wit has 
very juſtly afferted, that Antwerp was badly fitua- 
ted for the fiſhing trade, and that conſidering this 
circumſtance, Amſterdam and the town of Zuy- 
derzee, eſpecially Enchuyſen, had nothing to fear 
from its rivalry. The fiſhery then, which is the 
agriculture of the ſea, has conſtituted and till 


_ conſtitutes the riches and {plendor of Holland, 


contrary to the common opinion, which attributes 
it ſolely to the commerce of the republic; and 
this fiſhing trade cannot be forced from them. 


But let us continue our examination of M. Lin- 


guet's aſſertions. fe 


* 


e Tar Dutch, inſtead of diſplaying at Mun- 


.& ſter, the compaſſionate deſpotiſin of this hero, 


(the Emperor) too little celebrated, exceeded 
even that cruel deſpotiſm of him who interdic- 
* ted the Carthaginians; they not only ſacrificed 


„ whole provinces to their jealouſy, but they ex- 


& acted from a great king, that he ſhould be the 
„ miniſter ot this ſacrifice ; they forced him to 
＋ peomile, that bis children ſhould be offered up, with 
His O hand 70 that god, TW. 0 fi 07H toe votiom of 

B 
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« bis marſhes l inf ed not a, upon the 


e victims, but upon the manner of ſacrificing them (1).” 


Tnus the worſhip of Satan, the children of the 
Carthaginians thrown into the furnaces of a ſan- 
guinary god, by their enthuſiaſtic mothers, by the 


way, a very apocryphal trait of the ſovereign of 


Syracuſe, who ordered theſe ſacrifices to be aboliſh- 
ed; is what a man, whom ſeveral people of merit 
reckon in the number of good writers, - has dared 
in a political work, to compare to the interdiction 
of the Scheld, and to the claims of the Emperor 
upon Holland! The immortal Joſeph becomes 
under his pen, a new Gelon more celebrated, it muſt 
be confefled, if not more renozened ! And theſe 


men, who have ſurvived Rouſſeau, who read Fene- 


lon and Boſſuet, Buffon, Raynal, Thomas, and 
Chamfort, call theſe bombaſtic amplifications, 
theſe glaring falſhoods, ſtyle and eloquence ! — 
With all my heart, this will do no harm to any 
one, but what may do miſchief becomes very cul- 
pable, and ſuch are the infidelities of a writer who 


enlarges, invents, or diſguiſes facts, to ſtir up ani- 


moſities already too much inflamed (2). 


- vw nad / 


(1) AnNnALEs Polit. p. 473. 


(2) Tus intention is apparent in twenty paſſages in M. 
Linguet“ s work. The following are two remarkable inſtances. 
| | 8 8 


Now, 


- 


3 
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7 Dutch to make the Scheld I: 


us. ZN Dali, concerning the 
Now, 3 M. Linguet ſays, ny it is his 


| ſignal of victory, to which he conſtantly repaifs in 


his invectives againſt the Dutch.—* This inter- 


« diction what is the preſent object of it > What 


« are the pretenſions of which a menacing fleet 


8 1 


4e poſted at the mouth of the Soheld, is the inter- 
e preter and the ſupport? Is it an uſeful poſ- 


e ſeſſion that they wiſh to appropriate, and to ſet 
a high value upon? Is it a precious enjoyment 
© which it would coſt them dear to renounce ? 
« Is it a favorable ſoil fertilized by their labour, 
« (3) the productions of which they cannot re- 
« ſolve to ſacrifice ? Their reſiſtance under theſe 
6 circumſtances would be natural..-Let it be re- 
& marked: they themſelves make no great ac- 
& count of the Scheld—poſſeffors of the two 


1 if 8 ** . * 
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4% Pp. x 53. it appears for certain, that in order to ſtop the 


Brig Lewis, the Dutch fired caſe · not, they were deter- 


% mined not only to ſtop, but to maſſacre.—No. 89; p. 4% 


«* this war becomes on the Emperor's part a kind of duel; it 
4 js an affair of honour, he muſt carry his point or periſh in 


«© the attempt. This laſt ſentence makes the hair of an honeſt | 
man ſtand an end. | 


0 x SEE what we have ſaid on the works performed by the 


© mouths 


— 
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ce months of this river, and of its courſe upwards 
< for ſeveral leagues, they fooliſhly neglect all the 
cc advantages of it; they have not a ſingle port in 
cc jts whole extent,” which is of itſelf one of the 
moſt ſuperb ports that ever it pleaſed nature to 


gratify commerce and navigation with (4), — 


and in a note, “ Fluſhing and Middleburgh be- 
& long to the ſea, not to the Scheld. Like thoſe 
ce deſpots of Aſia who lay waſte immenſe tracts of 
« land belonging to themſelves, to diveſt the ene- 
% my of all idea and hope of approaching them; 


e they have choſen for fear of rouzing or feeding 
„ the induſtry of their neighbours, to deprive 
ce their own country of one of the moſt valuable 
c "reſources : they have preferred condemning to 


« a diſgraceful inutility, a river, which alone is 
« worth all the entrepots of all Holland put to- 
ce gether; rather than divide the leaſt advantage 
c with their ancient brothers to whom they once 
cc feigned to leave the entire property of it (5).— 
«© Tt muſt be ſaid without reſerve : that this is a 
c ſpirit of deſtruction, and not of poſſeſſion : 
« ſacrifices of this kind are an attack againſt 
*« nature herſelf, and unfortunately it is but too 
& much the genius and policy of theſe republi- 


A 


* 


2 * * Few 
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(4) P. 476. _ (5) Page 477. 
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& cans to multiply them (6). But what is ſtill 
“ more; the opening of the Scheld will not only 
6c affect the proſperity of Holland, but in a very 
0 ſlight degree, and that very diſtant; but it is 
<« only to a ſmall portion of theſe ſtates, that this 
<« inſenſible and future injury can be done. From 
te the inſtant, ſeveral of its provinces would reap 
& a real and durable advantage from it. Zealand 
&« for inſtance, and all the neighbouring countries 
ee muſt gain by it (7).” When Mr. Linguet ad- 
vances all theſe things, he makes phraſes equally 
deſtitute of common ſenſe and of truth, he accu- 
mulates ridiculous ſophiſtries and criminal falſe- 
hoods, which a fimple expoſure of the local, and 
of the interior ramifications of the Scheld will 
inſtantly deſtroy. The chart prefixed to this 
treatiſe, the details of which are perfectly correct, 
above all (8) with reſpect to the Scheld, and very 
parti- 


GG IB ID. (7) P. 498. 


(8) Tais chart differs ſome minutes fe that 1 the 
Marquis de Courtenvaux, with reſpect to the fituation of 
Rotterdam, which is a matter of perfect indifference to the 
queſtion in agitation. As the Marquis took ' no. obſervation, 


and the 2 BIN aſſigned by M. Moſher from him, is only 
| deduced, 


particular conſidering the ſmallneſs of the ſcale, 
will render this expoſition eaſy, and as it were 
palpable to the fight of every one. The reader 
who is but the leaſt attentive, will be able ta 


judge upon the firſt inſpection of this ſketch, (far 


its author calls it by that name) if it is true, that 
the Dutch do not make any great account of the 
Scheld, and whether it is their cupidity alone 
that is alarmed 10 the Emperor 8 claim. 


Tip the firſt place, the town and port of Terneuſe 
are fituated on the. weſtern ſhore of the Scheld. 


SECONDLY, in that quarter, there is a commu- 


nication from. the ſouthern coaſt by the natural 


courſe of the river, or by canals, with all the towns 


of Dutch Flanders, which are ſo many ports, with 


the Sas of Ghent, Axel, Philippine, Tjendik, Ogftbourg, 
Ardenbourg, and S$luys; and on this fide are ſituated 
Zwyn, and the mouth of the Sas, expreſly ſhut up 
by the treaty of Munſter. 


* * —— 


deduced, we have no right to diſpute with M. de la Rochette, 
the poſition that he has giveh to this city, The part of the 
two Schelds, as well as all that ſurrounds it, is ſcrupulouſly 
exact, and 3 from the greateſt and beſt charts. 
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-/PzrMIT me to add, that there is not a fingle 
Dutch village, fituated on either ſide of the Scheld 
= or of its branches, that may not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
be conſidered as a port. That in theſe ports, 
whether belonging to towns or villages, though 
they only equip ſmall veſſels, barges and byland- 
ers, either for interior coaſting or the fiſheries, 
nevertheleſs, it is ſtill a very active navigation. 
thus we ſee, how uſeleſs the Scheld is at preſent 
« to Zealand, and to all the e of Holland, 5 


1 P. 8. 


As for Flnting, it es to the 5 as much 
2s Havre de Grace. The Scheld oppoſite Fluſh- 
ingis only one thouſand, four hundred toiſes broad. 
The city of Middleburgh does not belong to the 
ſea, becauſe it is inland. By means of an artificial 
canal three quarters of a league long, which faces 
the ſea, and of a natural canal, between the land of 
Saint Jooft, and the Ifle of Walcheren, of pretty 
near the ſame length; there is a communication 
with the famous road called the Ramekens, at the 
conflux of the Vlaat and the Slow. This Slow, 
upon which we find the port of Veer or Ter-veer, 
a natural canal, which joins the Hondt, or the 
weſtern Scheld to the eaſtern. near their mouths. 
The city of Zierikzee i is che principal port upon 

| this 
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this laſt branch, and it is well known, that the 
celebrated Mondragon ſaid, after he had taken it. 
6 J have them, I am maſter of Holland.“ Be- 


tween the two Schelds are comprehended the iſlands 
of Walcheren, of North and South Beveland, and 


the little iſle of Wolfsdrk. Beyond theſe three 
| iſlands are thoſe of Schouwen, Overflakke, and 


Goree ſeparated towards the South by natural ca- 


nals as | broad as thoſe of the two Schelds with _ 
which they communicate. On the north fide, they 
are waſhed by a large current which bears the 


names of Haring Viet, Holland Deip, &c. at the 


mouth of which we meet with Helvoeiſluys. From 


this branch there is a communication by internal 


canals, with the old Meuſe, as well as with the 
Mereve quite to Rotterdam, Dordricht, &c. &c.; 


and from thence to all parts of: North and South 
Holland, Frizeland, &c. &c. And now behold, 
& how very uſeleſs the dn is to all the provinces of 
«© Holland.” 


Tur Scheld not only animates the iſlands of 
Zealand, and all the adjacent iſlands, as well as 


Dutch Flanders; but it is likewiſe the rampart of 
theſe iſlands, by furniſhing the means of inundat- 


ing the lands of Auſtrian Flanders and Brabant, 


when the Dutch are obliged to open their ſluices, 


to. 
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to which * people of Amſterdam ed their 


. ſafety in 1672. And obſerve once more, * how 


0 _w_ ſets the Scheld i is $87 ee to 1 On T 
F To permit a 8 entrance into be river, to 
| fareigners, in the ſenſe: the Emperor demands it, 

is in fact to deliver up to them all the ports of the 
United Provinces, and not only all the ports but 


Alb the gefences, all the ramparts. The dykes and 


the fluices would be at the mercy of the enemy. 
To ſeizꝭ on a ſluice, or to pierce a dyke and drown 
the inhabitants of twenty villages would require 
only a ſerjeant and ten men. And yet, the. 
6 opening of the Scheld would be but Sight} ly Jet 
* 7o dhe proſperity 4 e. EY 7 
8 by theſe Weine if the reſolution of the 
States General of the gth of October, by which 
they. publicly declared, that ile opening of the Scheld 
is of the utmojt conſequence to the ſtate, and intimately 
ronnefted with the ſecurity and maintenance of the coun- 
try ! Decide, I ſay, whether this reſolution is not 
founded upon juſt motives, -and if the Dutch can 
be taxed with exaggeration in their apprehenſions 
and complaints. In a word, read over again the 
paragraph in No. 88, where M. Linguet pretends 
| to prove, that the opening of the Scheld æwould nat 50 


1 


: Freedom of. the Stheld. 3 Mi, 


 foprej ;ndicial to the Dutch. as they ſeem to dread, and * 
that i in every point of view, they ought to prefer "to 4 
war 3 read once more, if you have the courage, 
and ſet a value upon his proofs ; and then decide, 
« if in every ſenſe, the oppoſition of the Dutch 7 the 
c opening of the Scheld is, as M. Linguet ſays it is; 

© only the ef of an unjuf N ee in is 
why v4 nature.” | 9 


* 


Wirnour Rouke the opening of this river, by 

_ reſtoring to Antwerp its communication with the 
ſea, would do ſome injury to the commerce of Am- 
ſterdam (9), and no one ought to be ſurpriſed, 
that under theſe circumſtances, without admitting 
other conſequences; the Dutch oppoſe the claim 


„ 
- 


— 
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(9) Tas is not the firſt time thatit has been ſaid, that Amſter- 
dam not only exclaimed more than any other city of Holland 3 
againſt the opening of the Scheld, but that ſhe even oppoſed = 
\ in the city of Antwerp being one. of the cities of the United i 
0 Provinces. In the campaign of 1645, Frederick, Henry | 
3 Prince of Orange, countenanced by the French army could | | 
have taken that city ut the province of Holland being jealous | 
of that of Zealand, ſays the preſident Henaut (Abregé Chrono- 
logique p. 452.) prevented bis laying ficge to Antwerp, under 3 
the apprehenſion, that the trade 4 the port 5 SIM would i 
Tein that of Amſierdam, 5 
| | 4 | 


r 


x26 Doubt concerning the 


of the ſovereign of the Roman Catholic low coun · 


tries; for the intereſt of the Emperor, and even 
adding to it, that of the Czarina ought not to be an 


univerſal ſtandard; fo that, in order to make a 


country already very rich, and a city already very 
opulent, ſtill better; a country and city that owe 
' their proſperity: to the induſtry of man, ſhould be 
vo longer any thing. But I repeat it again, the 
ſafety of Holland is at ſtake, and all other con- 
fiderations: ought to yield to it. But even if I 
ſhould admit that the freedom of navigation de- 
manded by the Emperor would be confined to the 
weſtern Scheld, the conſequences of allowing this 
claim would not appear to me the leſs alarming. 
Is it not viſible to every one, that the Hondt once 
opened, the communication would be cut off, upon 
the lighteſt miſunderſtanding between the iſlands 
of Zealand and Dutch Flanders? Would not this 
boundary already cloſely preſſed by the Emperor, 


be attacked on the other fide, as ſoon as this 


prince had an inclination for it? Would not the 
Dutch be obliged to maintain there, at a very 
great expence, a more numerous military eſtabliſh- 
ment than that which at preſent guards their Fle- 
miſh poſſeſſions? Would not they be forced to 
take the ſame precautions throughout all Zealand, 
independent of ſhips and of armed pinnaces, which 
muſt be multiplied upon the river, or upon its 
branches, 
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besehen to oppoſe ſmuggling, the exertfions of 
ſtrangers, and future enterpriſes ? With all theſe 
precautions, ruinous in their very nature, the 
Dutch would always be in the ſituation 6f Damo- 
cles at the table of Dionyſius the tyrant. Let 


them do what they could to prevent it, they would 
be ſubdued in a few years. The Scheld once 


divided no longer appertains to them. The poſ- 


ſeſſor of the Scheld becomes. the maſter of Dutch 


Flanders, of Zealand and of Holland: it is a poli- 
tical axiom, and I repeat it without any danger of 


exaggeration — The Dutch, if they prize their 


liberty ought to periſh, rather than ſubmit to 
cc the iniquitous: demand of the Emperor.” Tf 
he ſucceds, he may boaſt of having exterminated 

a people who had no other crimes but. thoſe of 
being rich, and of having maintained a right 
| n to them by all Europe. 


I snovLD moreover like to know; what M. Lin- 


guet and the reſt of the Emperor's writers would 


ſay, if the Dutch, in order to terminate the diſpute 
at once, ſhould block up the Scheld at its entrance 
into their territories below Antwerp, for inſtance, 


oppoſite Fort St. Anne, where this river is only 
one thouſand two hundred toiſes broad; and if 
they were to erect a dyke, which ſhould entirely 
ſhut up all paſſages for ſhips. The enterpriſe 

, RD, would 


| 
F 
5 
| 
| 
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tad Dot concerning ibe 
es: not be without precedent; for Alexander | 
Farneſſe, Duke of Parma, when he laid ſiege to 
Antwerp in 1 585, built ſuch a dyke, to prevent 
the approach of ſhips to its relief (1), though it 
was reckoned impoſſible, and which, however, 


ferved as a model for that conſtructed afterwards 
by, the Duke de Richlieu to block * the 195 of 


8 Eine * heralds of the Jaw of 1 
EL the advacates for pony ſay to lach a meaſure ? ? 
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_- 2 = * 2 
13 4 * 1 A ** n 2 25 > 6 A _ * 


2 — _— 


* (1) Tux Prince of Parma's dyke was ſcarcely more than 
600 toiſes long. A modern Hiſtorian, and from him, 0e 
Hi iforical and Political Memoirs of the Low Countries, tom. i. 
p. 49. aſſert, that the people of Antwerp defended the place 
like the Tyrlans, and that the Duke of Parma took. Antwerp, 
as Alexander whoſe name he bore, took the city of Tyre* 
They might have cited an imitation, anterior to the fiege of 
Antwerp, and perhaps not leſs ſingular, though not ſo well. 
known as Alexander's enterpriſe. Carauſius Governor of 
Geforiacum, at preſent Boulogne, and commander of the Ro- 
man fleet under Dioclefian, having cauſed | himſelf to be pro- 
claimed Emperor, Chlorus one of the two Cæſars laid ſiege 
- to Geſſoriacum the arſenal of Carauſius; wiſhing to prevent 
the fleet's aſſiſting the city, and having no ſhips, he built a 
dyke before the port, which during the whole ſiege reſiſted 
the violence of the tides and of ſtorms. There are but few 
things impoffible to the man, who bas the Wow to undertake 


| theme. 
Would 
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Would they have any other argument; left than 
that of the cannon, which can only be anſwered by 
cannon z. or which is much better, by the valour | 
and invincible reſolution of freemen ? 


Bur will not you, Sir, very ſoon be tired with 
ſo much ignorance, or perfidy ? Well then, read 
only with attention, and I defy you to point out 

to me in theſe two famous numbers, a ſingle Page, 

which does not furniſh ſome contemptible argu- 

ment, or ſome ſtupid abſurdity? equal to thoſe I 

have — expoſed. | 


1555 T HUS for example, p-. 478, M. Linguet in- 
forms us, when ſpeaking of the fetters of the Scheld, 
that cloves, and cinnamon are roots, —(You ſee clearly, 
that I had gueſſed at this new diſcovery in the ve- 
getable world in a former paſſage) he adds, that 
the Dutch ſet fire to the harveſts, which could only 
defend themſelves by water. 


„ p. 479, he PS do not regard the Scheld 
ſhut up and deſerted, but look at the Texel open and po- 
pulous—becauſe he all along ſuppoſes that no navi- 
- gation is carried on in that Scheld, defined by na- 
ture to become a ſecond Neptune (2). 


—_ . * P P — 


(2) Tom, xii, No. 89. p. 29. . 
1 AND, 


bis concerning the = 
Any, p. 480, he contraſts the ſeamen of the 
Fine: with the Burgomaſters of Antewerp—as\f the 


Pampus was a ſea port (3). If M. Linguet had 
known, that the Pampus is the bar, the bank of 


| ſand and flime which covers the river Y, he would 
not have made uſe of this burleſque expreſſion. 


| 1; 50 Dow, 


1: SHOULD > flop here — relucunee; aſſured 
of having faid enough to diſſipate the ullufions 
| which M. Linguet's work had given birth to, if 
attentive readers were not ſo ſcarce. But 
it is for thoſe who believe men upon their 
bare words, when they advance things ſolely on 
their own authority, that I ſhall make ſome farther 
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. (3) I urs not paſs over in filence, that other writers as 
| well as M. Linguet have fallen into the ſame error, particu- 
larly the French tranflator of the Memoirs of John de Wit, 
(chap. viii. p. 40.) To the word Pampzs, he has added in 
a note, which is the port of Amſterdam ; but this error is nor 
the leſs awkward 'for being repeated more than once. We 
ſhall now give a preciſe deſcription of what the Pampus really 
is. A gulph of ten, or twelve leagues in extent, detaches it- 
ſelf from the ſouth eaſt part of Zuyderzee, and ſeparates North 


Holland from South Holland. The entry of this gulph is 


called the Pampus; the other extremity the e; the Pampus 
has ſcarcely any depth, it ought therefore to be conſidered as 
the bar of the 7, or Ye; ſhips of war built at Amſterdam, 
paſs the Pampus by means of machines called camels. = 

opt Mo remarks 
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1 on the diſcourſe, | which M. Linguet, 
-without doubt, from the remains of his benevo- 
| lence to his ungrateful country, has thought pro- 
per to inſert in No. 89, that our miniſters of ſtate 
may be able to find it there, when they ſtand in 
need of it. He has done ſtill better. That he 
may laviſh upon them all his knowledge at once; 

he points out in this diſcourſe, a long paſſage in 
his annals, which ought to be read in the council 
of ſtate in France, where, however, it ſeldom 
happens, that a miniſter reads fixteen pages of a 
PR | 


| Map underſtand me, Sir, for doubtleſs you muſt : 
have remarked one of the ſtrangeſt deliriums in 
No. 89 of the annals, that has ever ſignalized ſelf- 
love. M. Linguet therein gives a ſpeech, ſuppoſed 
to have been made, or to be made by a miniſter of France 
in the council of ſtate. This diſcourſe is evident- 
ly the wark of M. Linger, and he has not even 
attempted to diſguiſe it; ſince he has entitled it 
made, or to be made; beſides which, this diſ- 
courſe is the fulſome repetition, almoſt word for 
word, of his No. 88; and M. Linguet fays of 


himſelf 1 in this ſpeech (5 : 


(4) P. 23. 
I 2 « Bur 


132 bs. Doubts concerning the 


Bur, Sire, as it has been very well demon- 

ce ſtrated lately by a writer whom 1 geem; whoſe 
e conduct and works have always been irr eproachable, 
ee but who has nevertheleſs undergone, apparent- 
« ly. by your Majeſty's orders, very horrid treat- 
« ment, of which he neither knows the cauſe, nor 
ce the excefs.”—Then he interrupts this firange 
diſcourſe. by this no tefs RODEN apoſ- 


TT ( 5). 


Here the miniſter Jakes Ne. 88, of the . 
&« and reads the paſſage from p. 494, 10 499; then 
© þe continues —IT would be difficult to cite ſuch 
dee another inſtance of convulſive egotiſm and pride. 
„ But the abſurdities of M. Linguet are of no 
e conſequence, they carry with them their own 
. feeds ; ſufkce it then to note his principal 
8 errors.“ N 


: is appears to me in the firſt place, that M. 

Linguet's miniſter poſſeſſes very little logick, or 
addreſs. For inſtance, he tells his maſter in order 
to divert him from ſupporting the Dutch, that their 
alliance is totally uſeleſs to France (6) and the 


—_— ” 1 
1 N 
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G p. 27. 


(6) At preſent, what advantage does 4. alliance of Holland 
_ þ oem to us * When were we ever able to fix axy value upon it? 


In 


"NY 
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 Chef-d'auvre of M. de Vergennes moſt aſſuredly i 18 
hs alliance. Nothing is more eaſy to demon- 
ſtrate; that miniſter no doubt could do it better 
than me, but I think I have ſufficiently eſtabliſh- 
ed it at the end of my ſecond letter. 


; OP LiNGuzr's miniſter -chreatens us with Den- 


mark accuſtomed, lays he, to follow the impreſſions of 


Ruſſia (7). Well then! ſo much the worſe for 
Denmark, and ſo much the worſe even by the 
confeſſion of his miniſter, for he agrees that we 
ſhall have Sweden on our fide. Befides, may not 
this event make the Danes loſe at the firſt onſet, 
the little iſlands of St. Croix, Sr. Jobn, and St. 
Thomas, which they poſſeſs in the Eaſt Indies, 
without reckoning Trauguebar on the coaſt of Co- 


mandel, Serampour on the Ganges, and their little 
Moravian eſtabliſhments in the iſlands,of Nicobar, 


valuable enough for the Emperor, who aims at, 


and claims every thing, and is now actually taking | 


- - FY —_— 4 
nn. — 4 ——_ 


Ta the laſt century, at the beginning of this, their friendſhip was 


important, and their enmity formidable; they had forces then, but 
what uſe, Sire, did they make of them?—(and p. 38.) I believe J 
have demonſtrated to you, Sire, that in this ſenſe, they cannot * 
1, but what is more, they may greatly injure us. 


(3) Tow, xii, No. 89. p. 25. 5 | 
I 3 meaſures 
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abis concerning the 


nicaſures with Denmark to obtain this -eftabliſh- 
ment which is gef . beſt 0 " bt | 
of oe _ e | 


1 is needleſs ne * . Henke 1 . 
e tiſm which makes the Dardanelles tremble,” not 
that this is preciſely the language of councils, nor 
of courts, nor of people of taſte, and I wiſn to know 
what language M. Linguet, who formerly, and 
for a long time together, highly praiſed the Turkiſh 
government, will give at Pn.” ro the _—_— 
of 8 aud . 8 


PF et Ey but little of 0 „ Crimen become 
Greel and almaſ Chriftian (9). I will only re- 
mind M. Linguet, that the Greeks are Chriſ- 
tians, and that Chridianiey is not under much | 
obligation to the Ruſſians for the ufurpation of 
Caffa, the major part of whoſe inhabitants were 
"Chriſtians before that uſurpation. I will not ſpeak 
of that Crimes become Greek and almoſt Chriſ- 
tian, which, © at tbe inflleation of France may loſe 
the fruits of its baptiſm, or at leaſt. run the riſk of 
« it. F proſtrate my ſelf in nn Wap W. mne; 
this formidable bombaſt. ug #2 
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Bur 1 would not adviſe M. Linguet's miniſter 
do ſay in full council, that he dreads ſeeing, © Zeno- 
©& big triumphant at Conſtantinople, and walking 
* upon the Mediterranean, perhaps upon. our own 
cc coaſts (1) with her fleets inimical, and her potter 
&* uflly incenſed, which might fall upon us with the 
ec double weight of accumulated nes and oi res. 

785 putation.” 4 | 5 


Ix ſpite | of miniſteria) gravity, c one might reply 
by a very bitter ſtroke of raillery ; for French 
wit is ſometimes found even in the council of ſtate. 


Boileau ſaid to Lewis XIV. „„ þ 


expect thee in Iro * on the banks id the r 
8 
Ir is well known that Buſy: Rabntin wrote at the 
bottom of this verſe, Tantara- rara—if this note. 
was not in the moſt exquiſite taſte, it was at leaſt 
_ pleaſant and ſenſible, and I believe 1 epigrame | 
are ſtill fabricated in France. | 


I povsr much whether his miniſter was more 
ſeriouſly attended to, if he preſumed to ſay, that 
« France owed her marine io the houſe of Auſtria." 
Certainly nothing could appear more extraordi- 
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(1) Ie. (2) F. 39. 
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"nary than this allegation. | Immediately after the 
"defenſive treaty made with that houſe, France abſo- 
- lately loſt her marine; the unfortunate war that fol- 


"lowed was terminated in 1762 ; a long repoſe was 


"neceſſary for all parties, but above all for the houſe 
of Auſtria; and when the wanted to go to war 
again, on the ſubject of Bavaria, the cabinet of 
Verſailles rendered her the greateſt poſſible ſervice 


5 by making for her, the peace of Teſchen; if ſince 


the definitive treaty, that houſe has not attacked 


. France inditectly, by wanting to deſtroy the pre- 


"ſent ſyſtem of Europe, it muſt be imagined that ir 
was only becauſe it was neceſſary to prepare for it, 


by amaſſing treaſures, and concerting meafures 
with Ruſſia to weaken and intimidate the Turks. 


She 1 a war as ng as ſhe cal. . W 
Tuvs it ĩs not very eaſy to Ander what obliga- 
tion the marine of France is under to the Empe- 
ror.—It i is in vain then that the miniſter inſiſts (3) 

on the extraordinary utility of the defenſive alliance 
of 1756; he alone can find in it, the foundation, 


* 
the exiflence, and the eh of our” naval force. 


69A ſeparate. and ah edition of NI. Linguei's two 
Numbers (ſee our ippendix; note ir. ) conſiderable additions 


ale made to this ſubject. 6 Yd 
: + | One 
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One Has even a right 1 to conclude froth His allega- 
| tions, that if we ſhould once derogate from this 
treaty, our marine would inſtantly be annihilated, 
Which gives room to imagine that M. Linguet has 
a promiſe from the Engliſn that they will attack 
us. Without wiſhing to penetrate his ſecret, we 
"ſhall readily agree, becauſe we pique ourſelves upon 
fincerity, that without doubt, it would be much 
better for the French, in every reſpect, and at all 
times, to be well with the Emperor, not only for 
the ſake of preſerving their marine, bur purely 
from the love of peace; however, if the French 
ſhould be reduced to make their choice, between 
loſing their marine, or ſuffering the Emperor to 
ſeize on the Scheld, that is to ſay on Holland ; 
France ought not to balance a moment about ſa- 
crificing her marine, and oppoſing all her forces 
againſt the ſchemes of the Emperor, in order th 
preſerve her ſuperiority on the Continent, or ra- 
ther her political exiſtence, which on every account 
is preferable to her marine. We are well aware what 
numberleſs calamities would follow from it. Bur 
unfortunately, that trivial maxim which governs 
all human affairs—Of two evils chooſe the leaft, is 
allo the great political axiom, and we make no 
doubt that the council of France will make a 
| ſpeedy uſe of it, even after they have read the 
fixteca pages of M. Linguet's Annals. In a word, 


this 


28 Doubts concerning ib. 


_this;yriter proves to a miracle, in his two numbers, 
and in his pamphlet wherein he unites them, that 
the Dutch and the French poſſeſs the infallible 
means of having no war with the Emperor. The 
firſt by granting him all he demands; and the 
laſt by permitting him to do what he likes. . Does 
not this remind us of the words of Henry WW. 
e You-will never have any diſpute, even with the 
* . if you do but n as he fays.” | 


Waar M 88 Wade ſays on the ſubject 
of Dunkirk, appears to us a little ſingular, and 
even abſurd (4). The favourable opportunity pre- 
«& ſented ĩtſelf, and we have ſeized it. Dunkirk is 
c not yet riſen from i its aſhes, becauſe, we did not 
< want it, but we have recovered. the right to 
ic raĩſe it again. whenever we pleaſe, Have cue been 
e ji in that caſe © The Emperor i in imitating us at 
& , preſent will be ſo. Have wwe been unjuſt : ? Then it 
66 appears io me, that we Joould be doubly Jo, i in wanting 
« 10 prohibit * imitatiag : us.” | 
| Tx HE council would reply to the miniſter, you 
5 forger, ien of ee en e vpn 
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* is 3 J (4) P. 21. 5 
* e | this 


this ; ſubject (5), that we never W of going 
to war for Dunkirk; and that Dunkirk never was 
proſcribed in the manner you repreſent it. Only 
ſuch works were demoliſhed as the French do 
not want to reſtore, and a ſluice, the current of 
which cleaned the harbour. Dunkirk, :notwith2 
ſtanding. all theſe demolitions has continued to be 
a well frequented port, very commercial in time 
of peace, and during the war ſending out ſeveral 
formidable privateers againſt the Engliſh. We got 
rid ĩt is true, of the humiliating clauſe in the treaty 
of Utrecht. Another ſluice now eleanſes the port; 
the jettees are repaired when they fink. down, or 
when tempeſts threaten to carry ſand from the 
_ſhallows over theſe jettees, into the channel. This 
without doubt is an advantage-to Dunkirk, whoſe 
harbour is no longer ſo much expoſed: to the 
danger of loſing its depth of water (6). But 
WE * . what 
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(5) When the Engliſh nation ſtationed a commiſſary upon theſe 
ruins, inſtrufted to exerciſe a haughty vigilance, and a cold in- 
ſpefion, Jhe ſubmitted to him only the works of art; ſhe left the 
people of Dunkirk the free gifts of nature, the warlik baſon was 
abandoned, but the mercantile port continued to be 22 | 
No. 89. tom. xii. p. 25. | 


(6) In a Letter ro M. Le Com Buffon, or 2 Critical and 
New Eſſay on the Theory of the Earth, printed at Benſan« 
cou in 1780, we have the following paſſage. | 


3 „% tn; 


: 145 Didi concerning "the © 
| what has any thing we did for Dunkirk, when the 


laſt war was reſolved upon, to do with the Em- 
Peror 8 180855 * Fen the I: 8 - 
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I is very Aifkeult to approve of 5 Allowing 


form of amplification in the mouth of a miniſter. 


Eighty thouſand men at the ſound of their maſter 's. juſt 
indignation, have ſprung forth from the foreſts of Bohe- 


mia. They march rapidly on to glory and vengeance ; 
and they have left behind them, one hundred and fifty 
thouſand more animated with the ſame ſpirit. - I ſay it 
is very difficult to approve this figure, for, after 
all there is not a word of truth; befides, the Em- 
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«TIN 1757, when'the baſon of Dunkirk was repairing 


"dl was in feiretvofiafortiarion upar this fubject. - I:aſked 
« ſeveral” queſtions, and the commanding officer of the works 


« affured me, that the /za had lowered in the channel of the 


ancient fluice of Vauban, and that according to the records 
of the place, this diminution could not be eſtimated at leſs 
s than eleven inches in ſeventy 1 ſeven years, gals is at the 


« rate of an inch mn ſeven years.” ates nw 


Tat . appears to me to be too high, or * 8 


am apt to believe, that this extraordinary decreaſe is occaſioned 
| by local circumſtances. There is nothing more certain, hows 


ever, than that all the ports of the Germanic ocean, as well 


as that ſea itſelf, loſe their depth annually, and that in a more 
„ manner than hw other r or 12 | | 


pts 


* L , 
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peror would do much better to employ theſet twohun- 
dredandthirty thouſand menin clearingtheirforeſts, 
than inravaging the borders of theScheld,or drown- 
ing themſelves in it, if they are ſuffered to get 
there. It is highly probable, that if ever the Empe- 
ror enters Flanders with his eighty thouſand men ſprung 
from the foreſts of Bohemia, what was faid by 
the buffoon of Francis I. when he was preparing 
for his expedition to Italy, will be applied to him 
with much more reaſon. © 7 fee-clearly how thou 
* -rpilt enter the country, but I cannot for the 2 of 
* me concerve how thou art to gel out of it — 22 


2 


a continues the iner what un ?—and 
he" forgets after all, that theſe troops have only 
opened one campaign in twenty-two yeats, com- 
plete corps ! and the miniſter forgets that deſertion, 
according to all reports, was beyond example, as | 

foon as they began to march, inſomuch that the 
Emperor hath juſt been obliged to renew the 
puniſhment of death for that offence, at the ſame 
time rendering this law, before reproachful, more 
ſevere, by all the refinements of a deſpotiſm equally 
cruel, impotent, and enraged (79. | 

| 1 AM 
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Wo Ir muſt be 3 that the King of F ner; whe 
| graut, a * pardon to his deſerters wen even exacting 


\ by 
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IAN afraid, (that at this queſtion, 1s--the 
yy 4 Prince againſt whom the Dutch would arm, ſullied 
e with any f thoſe uſurpations which with reaſon 
& ſhock the parties interefled, which juſtly alarm his 
0 neighbours, which deſervedly ſcandaliſe dflant ſpec- 
«© zators ?”—all the friends of humagity will cry 
out with indignation —* Af the inſulted Turks, 
4 the invaded Polanders, the Hungarians, whoſe 
4 blood ſtill 'guſhes, and who, under the ſwords 
6. of the executioners, call to witneſs the manes 
« of Matthew Corvin ; aſk the impaled Walla- 
de chians.“ What can be a more juſt motive for 
| alarm, than the whole conduct of the Emperor? 
he ſudden invaſion of Bavaria by the troops of 
the houſe of Auſtria in 1778, rouzed all the 
powers of Europe who were guarantees of the 
treaty of Weſtphalia, and put four hundred thou- 
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| that they ſhall return to their reſpective regiments, has neither 

_ the fame hutnanity, nor the ſame policy as the Emperor, I 

| know not whether it is for want of having travelled, or becauſe 
be has not written paſtoral letters, that he has never taken it 
in his head, to order that the conſuls of villages where ſediti- 
ous people are found ſhould be im paled, or to re-eſtabliſh the 
painsof death for deſerters ; but if it be ſo, I ſupplicate Heaven 
that neither a deſire to travels nor. ta be a wit, may ever poſſeſs | 


our princes, 
fand 


—_— rn 8 
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ſand men in arms; with whar juſtice can en mary 
dare to ſpeak againſt the King of France, whoſe 
mediation finiſhed that ſhort war, and who decided 
againſt the Emperor; and with what juſtice can 
any man preſume to ſpeak to him of the modera- 
tion of a prince, who wants to ſet all Europe 1* 


| flames. 


Wulr honeſt man could 4 potfibly remain fllent 
if he was to hear the W miniſtet hold this 


odious a 


Marv it pleaſe your Majeſty to have a relation 
made to him of the negociations of Gertruydenberg, 
we will then fee with what pride with what refine- 
ment of inhumanity thoſe deſpotic republicans 
trod upon the neck of your great grand-father, 
proſtrate at their feet, of an imprudent (8) but 
unfortunate prince, reſpectable however 'for his 
age, for his misfortunes, for his former ſucceſles, 
and even in his humiliation. F rom compaſſion 
to his people he ſued for favour and peace, he dic- 
tated it in the moſt humiliating terms, and he ac 


e 


»— 


| (8) Tate is cerninty the firſt time that this epithet ha 
been given to Lewis XIV. 


cepted 
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eepted them, The conquerors wanted to have. it 
mM once n and Caminal 4 ane 


er well informed” and ſincere l will 
repel theſe. odious declamations by drawing the 
parallel of the proceedings of Lewis XIV. againſt 
' the Dutch. Admitting that they alone had im- 
poſed that condition on the great king, would not 
the treatment they had met with from him have 
| excuſed them ? Doubtleſs they would have had 
only this plain anſwer to make Org bi zue 1 
« gave any compaſſion for ambitious tyrants, when they ; 
* meal With a reverſe. of for tune in the mY of their 
« projects # os a % 10 m. dee i 


ang q a;# W 
4 


Ir was in 1710, that the conferences of Ger- 
truydemberg were held, thirty- eight years after the 
invaſion of Holland by Lewis XIV. and the inex- 
preſſible infolence of his prime minifter, never to 
be forgotten. We know at preſent, what were 
the true caufes ot that bee war (1); for 

4 5 time 


(9) In the new edition of his two numbers M. Linguet has 
placed a note, in which growing warm againſt the Dutch, he. 
declares that they alone were guilty of mo inhumanity. See 


Appendix, note iv. 


ft t) We muſt here obſerve, what has not been ſuffictently 
- noticed, that this war would have laſted only a ſingle campaign, 
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time reveals every thing, even the falſhoods and 
the motives of writers wRO want to deceive. The 
following were the cauſes equally atrocious, ab- 
ſurd and frivolous. 

TE Dutch, who by every ſpecies of induſtry 
had amaſſed invaluable riches, were under great 
apprehenſions, eſpecially after the French had ap- 
plied themſelves to commerce, that they ſhould 
ſee the reſt of Flanders fall into their hands, to- 
gether with that Antwerp, formerly, according to 
the expreſſion of Peliflon in his hiſtory of Lewis 
XIV. the magazine of the great, and univerſal merchan- 
diſe it had brought to its port. They beheld the ſuc- 
ceſſes of France with a jealous eye, and confidered 
that kingdom, governed by an ambitious prince, 
who ſeemed to place his perſonal glory in inſpir- 
ing terror, as a very formidable neighbour (2). 

| WHEN 
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if the moderate advice of M. de Pomponne had been taken, 
who wanted the King to be ſatisfied with the immenſe ad- 
vantages offered to him by the Dutch, and to have fallen 


upon the Catholic Low countries, in order to puniſh the King 


of Spain, for the infraction of the treaty of Aix la Chapelle by 
the Comte de Monterey, in aſſiſting the Dutch, without the 
conſent of that monarch. | 


(2) Tis grand penſionary de Wit bad formed a Pa to 


| divide the Catholic Low=countries with F rance, and this great 
Be” deſign 
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"Wren the peace of Aix la Chapelle in 1688, 
bad for a moment diſarmed all Europe, which 
the imperious policy and unconquerable pride of 
Lewis XIV. was ſoon to unite in arms againſt 
him, it put a ſtop to hoſtilities but not to re- 
collections and animoſities, which are always re- 
ciprocal. Multiplied ſucceſſes had enervated the 
Dutch. This is a natural evil in republics; where 
every one having a ſhare in publie affairs, exag- 
gerates freely, under the ſine name of a patriot, 
what he thinks he has done for his country. Look 
at the Engliſh after the peace of 1762, and to ſpeak 
of abſolute monarchies, whoſe inſolence is far more 
diſgraceful to the human race, look at the cabi- 
net of Verſailles after the peace of Nimeguen. 


Wuxx the treaty of Aix la Chapelle was ſigned, 
the Dutch cauſed a medal to be ſtruck with this 
inſcription. Aſertis legibus, emendatis ſacris, adjunc- 
tis defenſis, conciliatis regibus, vindicatid marium liber- 
tate, pace egregid virtute armorum parid, ſlabilitd orbis 
Europei quiete, numiſma hoc flatus federal! Beli cudi 
fecerent, MxDCLXVIII 0 3) 5 

Twms 
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: deſign would have prevented many calamities, but the ſacceſs 
would never have anſwered the attempt. | | 
(3) Urox the medal of 1688, was likewiſe a 1 a; 


Pallas 2 a ſceptre, and zrampling upon Diſcord, with 
_ theſe 


—_ 


Freed of the Scheld. 147 

Tuts work enraged the ſovereigns, becauſe it 
was the act of a republic; but are the medals of 
kings leſs pompous ? and what ſovereign is there 
who has not adopted this exaggerating ſtyle of 
the vulgar laté regem, to which ſome years fince, 
even the majeſty of the people of England was 
compared. Lewis XIV. already enraged to ſee the 
Dutch conteſt haughtineſs with him, was no 
doubt ſtill more exaſperated by the cowardice of 
his courtiers. Van Bauninghen, who had given - 
umbrage in his embaſſy at the court of France, 
was accuſed of having ſecretly cauſed a medal to 
be ſtruck, which repreſented Joſhua ordering the 
ſun to ſtand ſtill, with this inſcription from the 
Bible, Petit itague Sol, in order to inſult the king, | 
whoſe device was a ſun, with this legend, nec plu- 
ribus impar. At the ſame time, the writers of 
gazettes expreſſed in warm terms, the univerſal 
hatred in which a domineering king was held, 
who made himſelf more enemies by his oſtenta- 
tion than by the abuſe of his power. Then the 
ruin of Holland was ſworn. 


—— * — 2 8 8 


theſe words, —-mitis et fortis, and underneath, procul hinc mala 
Zeſtia regnis, The reverſe repreſented the Belgie Lion hold- 
ing a cannon with his talons with the legend fic fines noſtros 
tutamur et undas, undeaneath which was the above-mention» 
tioned inſcription afſertis legibus, &c, | 

2 5 K 2 A FOOLISH 
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A rooL15n medal, a fatyrical allufion to the 
motto of Lewis XIV. the licentiouſneſs of Gazet- 


teers; theſe were the circumſtances which gave 


riſe to the project of deſtroying a whole nation; 
theſe were thought ſufficient motives to juſtify 
thoſe vile intrigues which the pride of an enraged 
-magnanimous monarch diſduined not to engage in, 
and for which he was cenſured by every honeſt 
man in his kingdom; even in the zenith of mo- 


narchial idolatry (4). 


Ry Lewis XIV.” ſays Voltaire, « did every 
wg thing that the efforts of ambition and human 
& prudence could ſuggeſt to accompliſh the de- 
& ſtruction of a nation. There is no example 
6 on record, of a ſmall enterprize preceded by 


ce more formidable preparations. Of all the con- 


«©. querors who have invaded any part of the world, 
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(4) On the 6th of April 1672, the king ordered his decla- 


ration of war againſt Holland to be publiſhed and fixed up 


in Paris, and as there was not any ſufficient motive aſſigned in 
this declaration, for undertaking ſo expenſive a war, which 
was likely to laſt many years, every body was of opinion, that 
Louvois would have done better not to have publiſhed ſuch a 
declaration, by which his maſter had the diſcredit of being an 
angry, unjuſt, miſchievous neighbour. - It is @ new ſpecies in- 
Jury to offer bad reaſons to the publice Annal. Polit. de e 
St. Pierre. Tom. i. p. 255. = | 

| not 
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* not one ever began his conqueſts with ſo many 
<< regular troops, nor with ſo much money as 
& Lewis employed to ſubjugate the little ſtates of 
&« the United Provinces.” We know very well 
what were the principal meaſures, which the pru- 
dence and magnanimity of this great king dictated to 
him. 


Taz king of England's ſiſter, a princeſs of 
twenty-fix years of age, appeared at her brother's 
court in the character of plenipotentiary from 
Lewis the Great. The beautiful Keſout, after- 
wards Dutcheſs of Portſmouth, who accompanied 
her, was deſtined to captivate the weak Charles II. 
and to conclude the negociation. The princeſs 
remained in England no longer than till ſhe had 
given the fair Briton time to ſeduce the heart, and 
the ſenſes of the voluptuous monarch; ſhe ſoon re- 
turned to France, leaving her full powers with the 
. new favourite, aſſiſted by the Marquis de Croifh. 


CHARLES ſigned the treaty preſented to him by 
his miſtreſs. Croifh, who had drawn it up, and who 
in his diſpatches to France, ſpeaking of the Eng- 
liſh miniſters, ſays, 1 kave made them ſenſible of the 
extent of the king's liberality (4); obtained a promiſe 


—— 
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( 5) BARILLox, 8 ſacceeded Croiſſi, very ſoon became 
the new treaſurer of Lewis XIV. at London. ; 


K 3 . ; that 
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that that prince would attack the Dutch with all his 
naval forces, and the fair Kerout guaranteed the ex- 
ecution of it, in conſideration of certain penſions 
with which the court of France was to reward 
her good offices, and the intereſted zeal of Charles. 
The amours and intrigues of that dangerous 
beauty, her empire over the king, the moſt cor- 
rupt man of that age theſe were the maſter 
ſtrokes of French policy to ſecure ſucceſs in a 
, moſt unjuſt war. Such was the principal inſtru- 
ment of the reſentments of the magnanjmous 
Lewis.—If the Dutch who regorged with gold and 
precious ſtones, had vouchſafed to laviſh them 
upon Mademoiſelle de Kerout, and upon the So- 
vereign whoſe alliance ſhe. bought and ſold: if 
they had opened their treaſures to have made 
themſelves maſters of his venal court; moſt aſſur- 
edly Lewis would have been obliged to ſubmit to a 
diſgraceful peace, inſtead of dictating the condi- 
tions of that of Nimeguen. The {kill of the 
French generals, the goodneſs of their troops, and 
the preſence of the monarch ſupported his reputa- 
tion againſt the faults of his miniſters, and the effects 
of his own preſumption. T he mercileſs Louvois 
rejected all the propofitions of Holland; he even 
refuſed to dictate the terms of peace. Holland,was 
reduced to the ſame extremity as Carthage after the 
battle 
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battle of Zama. More was required from her than 
the firſt Scipio ever demanded from that rival of 
Rome (6). He demanded cities and fortrefles in 
the heart of the county; he infiſted that the 
Dutch ſhould: yield to him all their high roads, 
and keep them in good order, and that no paſſen- 
gers having the paſſport of France ſhould pay 
any contribution towards the expences, nor any 
tolls or cuſtom-houſe duties for their merchant- 
diſe. He inſiſted that this phantom of a republic, 
which his clemency permitted to ſubfiſt, ſhould 
fend him annually by the hands of ambaſſadors, 
2 gold medal, on which ſhould be engraved, 
« That the ſeven provinces held their liberty from 
« Lewis XIV.” The reſtoration of the Roman 
Catholic religion; and the payment of Thirty 
millions of livres as an indemnification for the 
charges of the war, were to be the preliminaries 
of this extraordinary treaty, and only ten days 
were allowed for an anſwer, — Surely this was 
puniſhment enough for the liberties taken by 
wretched gazette writers, for a medal; the die of 
which the ſtates had ordercd to. be broken almoſt 


e 


Eu * * - 2 — . 3 9 r 9 — = me a 


(6) Lær it be * obſerved, to the eterna! honour of Am- 
fterdam, that ſhe alone declared againſt any treary what- 


ever, 
KA inſtantly 
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inſtantly, to appeaſe Lewis XIV. and for another 
ſatirical medal which never exiſted (7). 


- ComPat this conduct with that of the Dutch 
at Gertruydenberg, and then have the aſſurance to 
call for juſtice, or revenge. — The event is well 
known, and the Dutch cannot too often recollect 
it, eſpecially at the preſent moment. The inva- 
ſion had ſurpriſed them and damped their courage, 
indignation reanimated them, all parties united, 
deſpair and inundations ſaved the Dutch, notwith- 
ſanding the generals, the troops, and the preſence 
and ambition of Lewis XIV. which were equal ta 
any thing of the kind that can be offered by 


Joſeph ll. 


No doubt Lewis xIv. was a great man, but 
Ceſar was ſtill greater, and what honeſt man does 


— — — ——_ OE 


(7) „ The ſuperb medals, with the continual railleries and 
* zuſults of the writer of the Amſterdam Gazette, facilita- 
«© ted the belief of the imaginary medal attributed to Yan Buen- 
« inglen, whoſe frothy ſpeeches, which paſſed for audacity, 
% made every thing credible, p. 72, and beſidee, p. 70. ** this 
& medal was never ſeen, neither did it ever ſubfiſt but in the ima- 
& ginations of thoſe who invented it.” Memoires pour ſervir à 
% PHiſtoire de Hollaude, par Louis Aubery des Manor Paris 
edit. 1688. | 

not 


not deteſt Cæſar? Lewis XIV. was a great man, 
and all the illuſtrious ſcourges of the earth were 
great men, but they merit only the execrations 
of mankind. Lewis XIV. was great, but it was 
that kind of grandeur which grieves and diſ- 
honours humanity. And all Europe bears witneſs 
to ſentiments, and even to actions of Lewis XIV. 
which merit its eſteem, and the eulogiums of 


poſterity more than all the victories and all the 


majeſtic dignity of Lewis the Great. Woe be to 
that inconſiderate, or perverſe miniſter, who ſhould 
propoſe ſuch a model to a young king, who 
hitherto has made his conſcience his judge, his 
witneſs, his friend! Woe to the man who would 
inſpire him with falſe ideas of glory, or poſleſs 
him wittfhateful recollections, or ſchemes of re- 


venge ! There is but one glory becoming a King 


of France, that is to promote the happineſs of his 
own country, and to ſupport univerſal peace. 
Let this happy monarch cultivate, let him peo- 
ple his kingdom; let him reſtore to his ſubjects, 
who idolize him, their political and civil liber- 


ties, and then let him bid defiance to all the . 


powers of the earth ! or rather let him be their 
revered arbitrator and moderator. Such is his 
duty, ſuch is his happineſs, ſuch is his deſtina- 
tion. May he fulfil it for his own perſonal 
| | hae 
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happinefs, and for that of nations! and periſn 
the ſophiſts and ambitious men who infeſt the 
earth, rather than the founder of American 
liberty ſhould remain a quiet ſpectator of the 


 mvaſion of Holland, or meanly deſert her cauſe! 
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Freedom of the Scheld. 
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LETTER VV. 


How the Navigation of the Scheld may be opened 
dit bout any danger 10 Holland, or to Europe. 


SHALL conclude, Sir, by ſubmitting to the 
1 judgment of the friends of liberty, a fimple 
and infallible plan for opening the navigation, of 
the Scheld without danger or injuſtice, and for 
carrying the proſperity of the Roman Catholic 
Low-countries to its higheſt pitch. Let theſe ten 
provinces favoured by nature, who particularly deſ- 
tined them to be free (8), form themſelves into 
confederate ſtates, - Let them ſet themſelves free 


— 
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(8) Horum omni um (Gallorum) ſays Cæſar, fortiſimi N 
8 | Belge. | 
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from the yoke of kings, from the deplorable ne- 
_ ceffity of being involved in their bloody quarrels, 
from being moleſted by their deliriums; and on 
this condition, let the rivers and ſcas be opened to 
them! If they had embraced this noble and wiſe 
reſolution ſooner, what torrents of human blood 
might have been prevented ! If the ſeventeen pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands had become indepen- 
dent at the ſame inſtant, they would have formed 
a republic capable of reſiſting the reſt of Europe, 
and the commerce of the whole univerſe would 
have belonged to them. m 


Lxr the Roman Catholic Low. countries once 
become independent, and ſince the Flemings and 
the people of Brabant will have foreign commerce 
at any rate, though it has ruined ſo many em- 
pires, and never yet rendered a. fingle nation 
happy; ſince theſe honeſt, peaceable, eaſy, and 

exen opulent huſbandmen, who cultivate one of 
the fineſt countries in the univerſe, from which the 
other nations of Europe firſt received their notions 
of good huſbandry (9); fince, I fay, theſe fortu- 
nate coloniſts, weary of their happineſs, witl have 
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(9) To begin with the Englifli. 12 a book inttled Hart- 
BB: 5s Legacy. 


this commerce, 
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commerce, they may then carry it on very exten- 
fively, and perhaps, more ſo than any other peo- 
ple in the world. They will frankly enter into 
treaties of peace, of union, of navigation, of 
barter with their neighbours : they will not be 
any longer ſubject to the partial and legionary 
views of the German cabinet, they will enjoy a 
profound peace, Which the politics of the king 
of Hungary cannot diſturb : they will no longer 


know what it is to be at war, and they will pre- 


 [ferve from it, all the adjacent countries of Eu. 


Tun Low- countries are in a more favourable 
ſituation than Holland itſelf to form a republic. 
They have the advantage of the experience and 
inſtructions of three centuries. Enlightened by 
the example of the Dutch, and of the Americans, 
they will cafily frame for themſelves a conſtitution 
which will ſurpaſs all other human inſtitutions ; 
they will form a better combination than any yet 
extant of rights and duties, of order and liberty, 
of laws and authority; they will organiſe the le- 
giflative power with more forecaſt and equality; 
they will ſeparate it more carefully from the exe- 
cutive power, they will fix it with more preciſion, 
they will clear its path and circumſcribe its li- 
mits; they will more eſpecially bring about by a 
a general 
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general union of the provinces amongſt lh 
ſelves, a coalition, a fuſion of all parties which 
ſhall form one body, a ſingle one, and homogenous, 
of which no federated ſtate has yet offered Aa 
model (9. 


Tus new mpublic would have no occaſion 
for a ſtatholder, for that fatal inſtitution which 
has cauſed ſo many inteſtine diviſions in Holland; 


5 diviſions which brought 1 it to the brink of ruin in 


1672, which have involved it in a number of ini- 
quitous and ruinous wars, and particularly the 
luaſt, in which its honour, its intereſts, and its 
ſafety were ſacrificed by the moſt cowardly treach- 
ery; diviſions, which, to ſay no more, conſtitute 
their greateſt danger at this hour. Theſe great 
misfortunes of Holland were cloſely connected 
with the nature of things. A ſtate of war almoſt 
perpetual, which it is impoſſible to fear at preſent, 
eſpecially for the Low- countries at ſo great a di- 
ſtance from the Sovereign whoſe yoke they wanted 
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(i) Ir is one of the greateſt faults amongſt thoſe with 
which M. Turgot reproaches the American conſtitutions in 
the truly admirable letter he wrote upon this ſubject in 1778, 
to his worthy correſpondent Dr. Price; a letter which 1 have 

juſt given to the public in another work—Oz we order of n. | 

evnndtnss— | 
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d throw off; and almoſt continual war with Spain, 
rendered a military chief eſſentially neceflary for 
the United Provinces. - The houſe of Naſſau- 
Orange, which down to William III. preſents an 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion of able generals and pro- 
found politicians, had contributed more than any 
other to the ſafety and defence of the liberty of 
Holland. Rich, powerful, reſpected, in a man- 
ner equal to kings, it wanted to arrogate their 
power, and to render it perpetual. From thence 
aroſe parties, intrigues, cabals, diſcord, legal aſ- 
ſaſſinations of true patriots, yengeance ariſing out 
of vengeance ; the decline of the ſtate, and of 
liberty. | 


Tax inhabitants of the Roman Catholic Ne- 
| therlands happily have no ſuch family, and this 
is an immenſe advantage that they have over, Hol- 
land. The ſocial hierarchy amongſt the Flemings 
is founded rather upon their manners andcuſtoms, 
than upon oppreſſive laws; the feudal ſyſtem is 
hardly known there. The commons and the 
ariſtocracy united under uniform laws, have al- 
molt equally the ſame advantages to gain by li- 
berty; and it is, perhaps, the firſt inſtance in 
which the nobility cannot be hurt by it. The 
phrenzy of religious quarrels 1s over with them ; 
but it was not ſo with the United Provinces, when 
| | their 
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"Wie 1 of Joſeph II. — to tell us, what juſtice they 
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their confederacy took place; the ata of 
the Catholics, cloſely: attacked by univerſal tole- 
ration, are weakened ; and this was one motive 
more not to ſtrike with violence at what reaſon 
was on the point of deſtroying by the affiſtance 
of mild perſuaſion. The Catholic Low- countries 
are populous, rich and well cultivated, compared 
at leaſt with other countries; their manners are 
likewiſe pure and ſimple (2). Thus it is evident, 


that the poverty and conception of the people does 


not proceed either from ſuperſtition, or a ſuper- 


abundance of Monaſteries, Abbies and Chapters 
(3), as has been ſo repeatedly aſſerted. Beſides 


the 


f (2) Ir there was any doubt of it, we might refer to 
Mr. Linguet's deſcription, . who thinks he can thus prove 


the neceffity of making theſe provinces the theatre of war, 
1 8 they may become ſtill richer, 


(3) I PREFER agonvent of Nuns to a regiment of ſoldiers. 
If the firſt oppoſe the intentions of nature, they do 'not tear 


| her to pieces: if they violate their inſtitution, it is in order 
to perpetuate their ſpecies ; whereas the latter take an oath to 
; deſtroy them upon the firſt ſignal given by deſpotiſm. The 
internal revolutions which the Emperor has effected in his do- 


minions have been greatly applauded ; but what a number of 
objections might be brought againſt the eulogiums ; at leaſt, 


find 
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the defire of burying themſelves in convents wil! 
ſoon ſubſide, when the people ate no longer ſubje& 
to ſlavery, nor poverty, to military ordinances, nor 
to an oppreſſive load of taxes. There are in the 
 Low-countries, Catholics who poſſeſs privileges, 
franchiſes (4), courage, principles of liberty: in a 
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find in driving a citizen from the profeſſion which he has em- 
braced under the ſanction of the laws. I will tell them plainly, 
there is aa much. injuſtice-3n expelling a friar, or a nun from 
their retreat, as in turning a private individual out of his houſe. 
Deſpiſe the friars as much as you will, but do. not perſecute 
them, but above all, do not rob them, for we ought neither to 
| perſecute, nor rob any man, from the avowed Atheiſt down to 
the moſt credulous capuchin. One of the greateſt misfortunes 
attendant upon theſe maſters of the world is, that they always 
want to make their ſubjects happy (much happier ſay they, than 
they were) in their own way. When it 1s ſufficient only to 
order, to be obeyed, they are apt to loſe themſelves in a la- 
byrinth of contradiftions, 1 


(4) Taz1x chief acteilewes are, ha the people cannot ih 
loaded with taxes without the conſent of the ſtates of the pro- 
vinces, confiſting of the prelates, the nobles, the inferior 
clergy, and the deputies from each city, Every man muſe 
be judged by his own competent judge, eſtabliſhed time out 
af mind in the place of his reſfidencq, to adminiſter juſtice. 
| — No perſon can be evoked in a aach of his own country, 
for inſtance to the court of Rome, &c. See, Memoires hi/- 
toriques ct Politiques des K 1 Sc. Tom. 2. 
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word, few countries are better prepared to produce 
2 @ race of men e independant. | 


Ler then the ancient . whom Cefar Ai | 
abe from the reſt of the Gauls, aſpire to that 


* 


ing to . them free, but their own reſolution 


to be ſo; and that no people were MT 
Hut through their own pl. 


e hay will 3 RODE 3 added. 
All their neighbours are either intereſted in their 


independence, or have no contrary intereſt. 


[ . would inconteſtibly reap the greateſt 
advantages from the freedom of the Low-countries: ' 
The two principal powers which threaten its li- 
berty would then be nearly equal, and held in 
a due equilibrium. The Emperor being once 
weakened by the alienation of the Netherlands, 
che organization of the Germanic conſtitution, 
wirhout which he could not long ſubſiſt, would 
be more eaſy, and perhaps, this is the only me- 
thod of eſtabliſhing it. The ſtates that are ſituated 
on the great roads of Bohemia and Moravia, from 
Auſtria to the Low- countries, would be delivered 
for ever from the paſſage of the imperial troops, 
who . them whenever the Emperor has a 
| mind 


mind to march an army to Flanders, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſo much boaſted diſcipline of the Au- 
ſtrian troops. The circles are not leſs afraid of 
this paſſage than the inhabitants of the country vil- 
lages, becauſe the ſtipulations entered into between 
them are but badly fulfilled, and the country not 
having provifions equal to its population, the paſ- 
ſage of the troops produced CIR and ſorue- | 
times a | dearth ops 


a wear relgnböors or the Leeres 
the biſhop of Liege, the electors of Cologne (6) 
and of Treves, and the elector Palatin, have 
a direct real intereſt in this revolution. They 
would acquire equal number of commercial be- 
nefits, and of political connections, which would 
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1 5) I xKow that it will be rf to me, that 1 it circulates 
money in the circles; but i it is this very money which it is not 
ſo eaſy to obtain. Look at the circle of F ranconia, which at 
this inſtant makes a demand upon the Emperor for the pay- 
ment of forage in 'ready money, while the Imperial . 
is * to avoid it, - | 


(6) Ir is poſiible, that family reaſons may induce the pre- 

| ſent elector of Cologne, the Emperor's brother, to oppoſe this 

arrangement; but ſuch an oppoſition, conſidering the weakneſs 
of | his . would only be an unſucceſsful claim. 


. no 
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no onger be dependant- on the private intereſts of 
T= e Hom 

x es ER e b England, Hol- 
lan and brug to ard * you Weldon. 


Tan houſe; * „ n gain by i it 
A very beneficial branch of commerce, and a 
durable peace for the Pruſſian dominions in the 
neighbourhood of the Auſtrian Netherlands. It 
would give perpetual ſtability to its power, and 
diminiſh for ever that of its formidable enemy, 
who, for ſeveral years has been hoarding up 
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n would cine and TER for 1 
ſelf the moſt advantageous and extenſive treaties 
of commerce. She would procure immenſe re- 
ſources for ſupporting and diminiſhing the in- 
tolerable burthen of her national debt, which 
diſtreſſes, and conſumes her. She would reject for 
ever, as uſeleſs in future, and even impracticable, 
at leaſt for her, all continental wars, which have 
Hffeady almoſt ruined her, which ſooner or later 
will deſtroy her civil liberty, in the ſame man- 
ner as it bas cruſhed her political liberty. 


THE 
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Tux United Provinces would no longer have 
any thing to fear from the opening the Scheld. 
It would then be an object for negociation, not 
a law impoſed by the ſtrongeſt. The United 
Provinces by granting this navigation to the 
Belgic ſtates, would at leaſt .no longer have to 
dread, neither invaſion, nor conqueſt, nor the 
introduction of the ſhips of a foreign power. 
The Netherlands would give an equivalent in 
the trade of their provinces, which would in- 
demnify Amwerp for a flight ſacriſice. The 
Dutch republic would preſerve its liberty for 
ever, and infinitely increaſe its power, 


In fine, France to whom the friends of hu- 
manity owe many thanks and eulogiums for 
having founded the United States of America, 
would complete its glory, by favouring the eſta. 
bliſhment of the Belgic confederacy ; ſhe would 
gain by it, a permament tranquility upon, her 
frontiers ſo often laid waſte, and which for the 
future ſheltered from all attack, would no longer 
ſtand in need of that triple girdle of ſtrong places, 
the maintenance of which, with their garriſons, 
coſts immenſe ſums, and are a perpetual object 
of inquietude ; ſhe would give herſelf perpetual 
allies, whoſe commerce and marine would in ſome 


meaſure become her own, fince the ſafety, the 
opulence, 
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opulence, and the happineſs of the two powers, 
would be the indiſſoluble chain of their union, 
Monrzsqu1zy has faid, that deſerts are the ne- 
ceffary barriers of vaſt dominions (7). — Ah! my 
God? what an expreffion! what a principle! what 
an idea! Monteſquieu ſaid this becauſe he faw 
things were actually in this ſtate I would eſteem 
a man juſt as much, who, having been plundered 
by robbers on the highway, ſhould deelare that 

robbers are neceſſary for rhe police of a great 
kingdom; and thoſe who have maintained, that 
without wars, an exceſſive population would over- 
burthen and deſolate the earth, and therefore, 
that wars are neceſſary, reaſon in the ſame manner 
as Monteſquieu, when he wrote this axiom. 


” Reyvsrics! Republics! theſe are the proper 
frontiers to monarchies, if we would not convert 
the latter into immenſe priſons deſtined to torture, 

| and degrade mankind, for the good pleaſure of 2 
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) As republics provided for their common ſafety by 
uniting, ſo deſpotie ſtates do the ſame by ſeparating from each 
other, and ſtanding, as we may ſay, alone; they ſacrifice a 
part of the country, ravage the frontiers, and make them de- 
ſerts; that the heart of their dominions may become inacceli« 
ble, E/prit des lolæ, I. g. ch. r. | : 
ef” 1 | : few 


Freedom of the Shell. 209. ... 


few executioners. Theſe republics, if they only 
keep war, which would be their ruin, at a diſtance, 
cannot but add to the * of their 1 
bours. 7 


Warn will human policy have a tendency. to 
promote this proſperity ? When will it ſincerely 
put an end to wars, the very ſucceſſes of which 
are dreadful misfortunes ? When will it proceed 
upon the more reaſonable plan of depriving ty- 
rants of every accaſion, of every pretext, and of 
all the means of undertaking them? When will 
it earneſtly entertain an inclination to eſtabliſn a 
peace founded upon one common intereſt, a per- 
manent peace, which next to liberty is the moſt 
deſirable thing on earth. I know not whether this 
day will ever ſhine upon humanity, but if any 
thing could haſten the dawn of it on our unfor- 
tunate Europe, it would, without doubt be, the 
founding of the Belgic republic; and ſince changes 
of circumſtances and the right of convenience ought 
to cancel treaties; there is not any one which France, 
England and Holland has more reaſon to annul, than 
that which ſubjects the Netherlands to the Em- 
peror. Politicians will doubtleſs object, that ſuch 
a revolution would give to France a new degree 


of Por by procuring for her a a perpetual ally 
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and friend in the low - countries, inſtead of a als. 


2 : Bour at all times indifferent, ſometimes evil diſ- 
7 poſed, and often © en enemy. Ro TO. 


Bur are not the Netherlands at preſent open to 
France, does ſhe not ſeize upon them whenever 
ſhe pleaſes, does ſhe not canton troops in them, 


: does ſhe not levy money , and ſoldiers: in them? 
= are they not more open to her than ever, ſince the 
| demolition of the barrier. fortified places, in defi- 


ance of treaties ? which will be better for Europe, 
to leave them at the mercy of France, or to ſee 
them form themſelves into a republic indepen- 
dent of France, and the friends of all Europe, 
except the Emperor? Certainly it is much better 
that the Netherlands ſhould be free, and if it is 
in the power of men to eſtabliſh a political ba- 


lance, uſeful and durable; they muſt begin. and 


by this great. and handy revolution. 


Mar the Belgie confederacy eſtabliſh elf may 


16 -embelliſh, conſole, edify, and inftruc the uni- 


verſe! Tight permits, juſtice preſcribes it, policy 
orders it. The houſe of Auſtria will have where 
withal to conſole itſelf; The conſtant rival of the | 
houſe of Bourbon, whoſe. aſcendancy places. it upon 
thrones, it will fulfil its deſtination. The houſe 
of Bourbon ſopphes Kings the houſs of Auſtria 


queens, | 2 
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